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They” re here...at last! 
TRAVEL TIPS: 


REAT 
IN THE CARIBBEAN 
1996 


ALL DIVE GUIDE 
FLORIDA 


LIVE-ABGARD REPORTS: 
Turns & Caicos Aggressor 
_ Nekfon Diving Crvises 


TROPICAL HOT SPOTS: 


Nassau © Grand| Cayman = Roatan 
Freeport *Key Largo * Belize *Cayman brec 


°Sea & Sea YS-120 Strobe 
*Harvey's titanium Drysuit 
»Sea Quest Quickdraw BC 


SHARKS 
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Faulty Rental tas Deirkiiéss & No 
Experience = Recipe for Disaster! 
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No cell phones, laptops or stress tabs. | fuel-injected engine and bn available four-wheel - ae 
Out here, all you need to do is... have fun. hi model that will take you just about 
And thats especially easy in an all-new anywhere. And because you never know Hot 
Four-Door Geo Tracker. you || come up against a the 9 Geo. Tracker . 
Introducing a new SUV thats not out- Anes with not one but two air bags, a | | 


rageously expensive. With a 16-valve multi-port, strong ladder-type frame for rough trails, and 


4x4 From $ 15,6 35 (and that includes destination chintee) Available Noh gabe 








*$16,025 M.S.R.P of Four-Door Tracker LSi 4x4 as shown. M.S. R.P includes dealer prep and destination charge. Tax, license and deat equipment 
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BOB SOTO’S 


SEVEN MILE 
BEACH 


The crown jewel of 
Grand Cayman 
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RECREATIONAL REBREATHERS 


1 They're here at last! 


| DISCOVER THE CATHY 
4) CHURCH SUPER COURSE 


8 Learn more, learn faster, get 
great pictures while having fun! 
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4 WHALES AHOY! 


The Turks & Caicos Aggressor sails in search of exciting encounters 


DON FOSTER’S 
DIVE CAYMAN 


Putting Grand Cayman’s 
great diving at your 
fin tips 
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SDM EDITORIAL 


Responsible Diver(s) of the Year 


n the 1995 

movie Seven, 
a maniacal killer 
taunts two de- 
tectives as he 
executes a me- 
thodical series 
of unspeakable 
crimes themed around the Seven Deadly 
Sins (sloth, lust, anger, greed, gluttony, 
pride and envy). The stunning and 
macabre conclusion of the film deals 
with the sins of envy and anger—movie 
goers are unlikely to forget this particular 
scene well into the next millennium! It 
would be a nicer world if the Seven 
Deadly Sins were solely the province of 
Hollywood but the daily paper and night- 
ly news regularly tell us it’s just not so! 

As pervasive as crime appears in the 
news, it’s a very remote possibility for the 
majority of citizens, as it should be. Most 
divers are just out there living their lives 
adhering to a personal code of ethics 
that regularly sets high standards of re- 
sponsibility. This code of ethics is the real 
Superhero in our day to day efforts to 
stymie the dark forces. Our diving busi- 
ness has its own versions of the Seven 
Deadly Sins and, while none is as dra- 
matic as those mentioned above, there’s 
a constant struggle to maintain safety, 
provide good service to diving cus- 
tomers and march to the music of re- 
sponsible diving. 

In 1992, SKIN DIVER issued its first 
Responsible Diver of the Year Award; an 
honorarium worth $15,000. The idea 
behind the award is simple. Seek and 
reward those individuals in the diving 
world whose activities best embody the 
professional code of ethics we call re- 
sponsible diving. This code is not in- 
scribed on any stone tablets but all 
divers recognize responsible diving 
when they see it. And, I’m pleased to re- 
port, most divers join in the ongoing ef- 
fort. You see bits and pieces of respon- 
sible diving each month in this magazine 
in the form of slogans at the bottom of 
columns, gently reminding divers to rec- 
ognize and maintain high standards of 
responsibility underwater. These phras- 
es are part of an ongoing Responsible 
Diving Campaign and were created by 
Submissions from readers. Their 
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thoughts on the subject also spurred the 
creation of the Responsible Diver of the 
Year Award. 

Peter Hughes, of Peter Hughes 
Diving, was the first Responsible Diver of 
the Year. But, the award wasn’t for any 
of the firsts he accomplished in the div- 
ing business world. It was, instead, for 
developing a new type of decompres- 
sion stop bar for his boats; a safety bar 





that remains stationary in 15 feet of wa- 
ter. While this in itself was laudable, it 
alone didn’t earn him the award—that 
was given for his decision not to patent 
or protect the device in any way. In fact, 
he offered the blueprints and design to 
competitors and anyone else who want- 
ed them and invited them to copy or 
modify his design. This was all done in 
the interests of general diving safety. 
Now that’s responsible diving! 

A flatlander earned the Responsible 
Diver of the Year Award in 1993. Hailing 
from the diving Mecca of Indianapolis, 
Gale Livers of Ikelite, a well Known pho- 
tographer and diver, had turned his at- 
tention to education. Working with Ikelite 
and the Children’s Museum of Indian- 
apolis, Gale designed an interactive 
computer education game that allowed 
kids to “surf” the diving world electroni- 
cally and learn about reefs, fish and the 
like. It was all done on his own time and 
with his own money. Knowing he 
wouldn't make a dime didn’t stop him. 


That's responsible diving as well. 
Education is one of the key tenets of this 
particular diving style! 

Last year, two of diving’s West Coast 
pioneers became the Responsible 
Divers of the Year. While whole stories 
could be written about Bob and Bill 
Meistrell (of Redondo Beach, Cali- 
fornia’s Dive ’n Surf and Body Glove 
fame), it was none of their professional 
achievements that earned them the 
award. It was given to them because, af- 
ter decades of diving Catalina Island, 
they are working hard to restore and 
preserve the island’s underwater world. 
Working hand in hand with the Catalina 
Island Conservancy, they have pio- 
neered many ecologically sound pro- 
jects. Last year it was helping to re-intro- 
duce abalone by “planting” them on the 
reefs of Catalina. A strong environmental 
theme is also part of the Responsible 
Divers Code. 

This year, our search for a Re- 
sponsible Diver of the Year turned to- 
ward Ski Country—Denver, Colorado. It 
turns out diving is also popular in the 
Denver area and there’s no shortage of 
dive stores. The history of their rela- 
tions, however, reads like a selection 
from the first paragraph, highlighting 
envy, greed, pride and anger. Their situ- 
ation was no different than that of small 
retailers in any highly competitive busi- 
ness in the United States. The interest- 
ing thing about the Denver retailers is 
they decided to work together for the 
common good of diving! They felt this 
might be the best long range tactic and 
it turns out to be true. For their demon- 
strated spirit of cooperation, SKIN DIV- . 
ER is proud to announce the Colorado 
scuba Retailers Association as the re- 
cipients of this year’s Responsible Diver 
Award. Cooperation and the willingness 
to put aside historical differences may 
be one of the strongest tenets of re- 
sponsible diving. 

Our congratulations to current and 
past recipients. We know full well that 
you are continuing to make contribu- 
tions to this important part of our diving 
world. And, to those thousands of divers 
out there whose personal diving codes 
include a strong dose of responsible div- 
ing, our heartfelt thanks! = 












Ikelite has the right tools to make your 
underwater photographic experience fun 
and rewarding. 














Choose the housing that affords 

full underwater use of your 
favorite 35mm camera, be it 
> Nikon, Canon, Minolta or Pentax. 
- There is not another housing at 
> any price that will produce better 
~~ photographic results or provide 
greater security underwater than 
an Ikelite SLR housing. 
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AQUASHOT 1199SSOOSO00% OCs 


The Aquashot Il is so simple and inex- £2 

pensive you won't believe the beautiful ! 

results it can produce. Simply load the 

Aquashot II with a 35mm Kodak or Fuji = 

single-use camera and all you have to : ; 

do is point and shoot. Oh yes, you do _ 

have to turn on the flash and advance 

the film, but that is as technical as it gets. ; ’ 

NIKONOS NS TRAY %9 299% 0% Giteieigs © 0& 7 © e%%%Vi/DEO HOUSINGS 
Fw Ikelite offers a full range of 

video housings for Sony and JVC. 

“Most housings include dome port, 







Ikelite’s New.N5 Tray was designed - 

exclusively for the Nikonos V. The com- 
pact design makes the N5 Tray an inte- 
gral part of the camera with two strobe fide angle lens, video-eye magnifier, 
mounting points located underneath to En et O~handie, and quick-release base. 
reduce width. The N5 Tray incorporates QUICK GRIP ARMS %%%%%%%%%®% © Clear housings offer visual inspection 





a Velcro strap and rubber handle for Ikelite’s Quick Grip Arms offer all the of sealing surfaces and complete moni- 
comfort and security. : ~ features of a ball-socket arm system, plus toring of camera and all functions. 
RAPID ADVANCE LEVER @@@@@@_ the added advantage of a quick release Add Ikelite's Pro Video-Lite II to 

handle. Removable at the push capture the stunning colors of the 
Ikelite’s Rapid Advance installs over the of a button, the contoured , marine world. 









Nikonos V folding film advance lever, - 


making film advancement 


fast and easy. " 
SUBST ROBES %9299%%%® 
“| JN 


4 rubber grip offers easy one 
+ hand control of the strobe. 









TTL SLAVE899988 
Designed and built in the USA 


Ikelite's TTL Slave 
Oa for both the professional and 


Sensor turns any Ikelite 
Substrobe into a-true amateur photographer, Ikelite 
TTL slave, operates up to offers 6 models of underwater 
50 feet from the primary strobes to meet different needs 
strobe, plus eliminates and budgets. The Substrobe 50 is 
the need fora second the brightest and fastest recycling 
cumbersome sync cord , strobe in its class. The Ai offers 
> variable output and angle of cover- 
Be age. The 150 and 300 are 
the choice of pros the world over. 


~ > ./ fae 7 ee 
o* a e All Ikelite Substrobes are covered eg & 
\ ae \ Pa by a two year limited warranty sup- 
wee’, weer ported by a proven. commitment to 


—— 7 service unmatched in the industry UNDERWATER SYSTEMS 
a worldwide. 50 W 33rd Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46208 
For additional information contact your local Dive Shop. 317.923.4523 
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Cathy Church | 
Super Course 


Learn More, Learn Faster, Get 
Great Pictures While Having Fun! 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 





f you want to take great pictures and 

have more fun with underwater pho- 
tography than you ever thought possible, 
enroll in this summer’s Cathy Church 
Super Course. The entertainment value 
alone is worth the price of admission! 
Cathy keeps the students laughing while 
she makes f/stops and shutter soeeds 
come alive. The program is an interactive 
workshop where everyone participates 
and the students go home with wonder- 
ful pictures. This is why Cathy’s pro- 
grams are always sold out and gradu- 
ates rave about her techniques. 

Many attributes distinguish Cathy 
Church from other underwater photo 
instructors: 

1. She has California teaching creden- 
tials and the experience to go with them. 

2. She has a degree in marine biology 
and is thoroughly familiar with the ani- 
mals she photographs. 

3. She is one of the world’s most emi- 
nent underwater photographers, with 
the hottest selling photography. 

4. An early pioneer in underwater pho- 
tography, she has co-authored four 
books, more than 230 articles and has a 
popular instructional video on underwa- 
ter photography. 

5. She has one of the best undersea 
photo studios (a coral reef) at her 
doorstep, where students practice what 
they learn. 

6. She has developed a unique, full 
immersion program, where students 
learn faster and learn more than in any 
other program available. 


FULL SERVICE PHOTO CENTER 

Cathy’s classroom is unlike any school 
you have ever attended. The Sunset 
Underwater Photo Centre and Gallery is 
at Sunset House, Grand Cayman’s 


Left: “Devil’s Grotto,” from the Cathy 
Church Collection, is this famous under- 
water photographer’s signature print. 





photo/Cathy Church 
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longest established and most successful 
dedicated dive resort. This resort was de- 
signed especially for divers and has com- 
plete facilities for both shore diving (which 
is excellent) and boat diving. 

The Photo Centre is the largest under- 
water photo facility in the world. In the 
lower level of the Sunset House main 
building, it is an underwater photogra- 
oher’s dream come true. As you de- 
scend the stairway and open the door, 
your eyes are greeted by a dazzling array 
of underwater camera equipment, photo 
accessories, photo books and underwa- 
ter photo enlargements. It is a veritable 
candy store for underwater photo buffs. 

At the Photo Centre Cathy Church 
and her husband Herb Rafael offer myri- 
ad services and educational programs. 
You can enjoy an afternoon class and 
qualify for the PADI Photo Specialty or 
get an easy mini lesson when you rent 


photo/Cathy Church 


photo/Herb Rafael 


Cathy helps students set up 
photos of two angelfish (left) 
and an angelfish face (above). 
Below: Cathy and Herb Rafael 
with photographs for sale from 
the Cathy Church Collection. 


ae Ce 


Nikonos V, Sea & Sea Motor Marine II or 
an underwater video camera system. 
The Photo Centre has the largest inven- 
tory of Nikonos equipment in the world 
at low prices. 

On Grand Cayman, a camera flooding 
doesn’t necessarily mean you will be 
leaving the island without pictures. The 
Photo Centre offers fast, reliable Nikonos 
camera repairs on a daily basis. It main- 
tains a complete stock of Nikonos V 
parts and has the facilities for thoroughly 
testing every repaired camera. Cathy 
and Herb also maintain an inventory of 
hard to get underwater light meters, ex- 
tension tubes, strobe arms, film, batter- 
ies and other supplies. 

The Photo Centre processes E-6 slide 
film every day, twice a day if you need 
faster service. Using advanced chemical 
monitoring techniques, Cathy produces 
professional quality film processing. 





The attitude of the Photo Centre staff 
members is refreshing. They present the 
material just as Cathy would—even the 
jokes are the same! When asked about 
the fake foot protruding from under the 
ohoto cabinet, Cathy will tell you it’s just 
there to keep a smile on your face. 

At the Photo Centre, Cathy wants ev- 
ery visitor to have the best time possible. 
If you miss a dive and can’t use the cam- 
era you rented, you don’t have to pay for 
it. Cathy’s attitude is that It’s bad enough 
you couldn’t dive, you shouldn't lose 
money on an unused rental, too. 


CATHY CHURCH COLLECTION 

When it comes to underwater photog- 
raphy, Cathy Church is exceptionally well 
versed. Every wall of the Photo Centre is 
covered with underwater photos. These 
spectacular images are indeed an inspi- 
ration to any budding photographer. 

Her gallery offers more than 50 differ- 
ent underwater images—most of them 
available in six different sizes and up to 
four different frames, with a choice of 
dozens of different colored mats. This in- 
credible collection draws shoppers from 
all over Grand Cayman—even nondivers. 
Most of them buy the pictures right on 
the spot; for customer convenience 
Cathy can have them shioped to any ad- 
dress in the U.S. or Canada at no extra 
charge. 

All of the photo enlargements are print- 
ed on Fuji Super High Gloss printing ma- 
terial, double matted, mounted, framed 
and hand signed. Unlike normal color 
prints, these pictures will last a lifetime, 
with virtually no fading. The photo en- 
largements are produced in sizes ranging 
from 11 by 14 inches to a giant 30 by 40 
inch super print. These breathtaking pic- 
tures are offered at amazingly affordable 
prices. Cathy and Herb have also pro- 
duced a color brochure illustrating the 
Cathy Church Collection. You can obtain 
a copy by calling (800) 934-3661. 

For seven weeks this summer, the 
gallery will be moved out and the Super 
Course moved in. Counter space that 
held stacks of prints will become individ- 
ual work areas for 16 enthusiastic under- 
water photographers. 


SUPER COURSES 

There are three elements to these great 
courses—structured learning, superb 
service and lots of good humor. The 
courses start on arrival day; cameras are 
checked out and the basic talk starts 
with: “This is the front of the camera and 
this....” Topics quickly advance to the ba- 
sics of composition and the subtleties of 
orevisualizing a scene to get the best 
possible photograph. Throughout the 
week Cathy uses lectures, critiques and 
lots of individual help above and below 
(Continued on Page 50) 
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Sea & Sea YS-120 Duo 


A Compact, Versatile Strobe with Plenty of Power 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY JACK AND SUE DRAFAHL 


ver the last few years 

the underwater 
photography line of- 
fered by Sea & Sea 
has exploded into a 
vast system of hous- 
ings, flashes, cam- 
eras and related un- 
derwater photo ac- 
cessories. The Sea & 
Sea strobe systems 
have become more 
powerful yet smaller 
and, in the case of 
the YS-120 Duo, 
more flexible. This 
amazing strobe works 
with such Sea & Sea prod- 
ucts as the Motor Marine II-EX 
and SX-1000 as well as the 
Nikonos V and RS and a housed 
Nikon N5O. This is possible be- 
cause of a unique type of elec- 
tronic circuitry that adapts for 
TTL photography with either four 
or five pin connectors. The YS- 
120 is the first and only sub- 
mersible strobe with this circuitry. 

Considered a mid-sized underwater 

strobe, the YS-120 Duo has a color tem- 
perature of 5000°K, which will give your 
photos natural flesh tones and warm 
hues. At full power, the underwater guide 
number is 45 with ISO 100 film. This 
translates to an exposure of f/11 at three 
feet. Just as important is the 105 degree 
beam angle, which covers most wide an- 
gle lenses on the market. If you want to 
soften the flash and spread the beam an- 
gle even more, you can use the diffuser 
that comes with the flash. A small ring on 
the flash housing allows you to attach a 
cord from the diffuser to the flash so it 


COMPARISON OF SEA & SEA STROBES 


U/W Recycle 
Guide # Picture Color Time 
Model (ISO 100) Angle Temp. (seconds) 












YS-300TTL 
YS-120 DUO 


YS-50TTL 










23 





































Weight 
In Air 


45 | 105° | 5000°%K| 4(A) |2.9|bs. 
3 (Ni) 
4 (L) 
5400°K |5.5-6.5 (A) 
4-5 (Ni) 
K | 6(A) 


1.6 Ibs. 


12.6 02. | $316.95 


strobe is mounted on, the indicator lights 
are visible. This practical innovation is 
sure to be a hit with dual strobe pho- 
tographers. A red light signals the flash 
is fully powered and ready to per- 
form. Asecond light turns green 
and beeps when a correct expo- 
sure is achieved using TTL. This 
green light stays on long enough 
for you to move your eyes from the 
camera viewfinder to the strobe to 
check the exposure. 

Because the internal flash circuitry 
for Canon cameras is very different 
from Nikon’s, there is a second version 
of this strobe, the YS-120-C TTL, de- 
signed just for use with housed Canon 
cameras. 

The YS-120 Duo is powered by 

eight AA batteries and recycles 
} at full power in two to three sec- 
| onds with nickel-cadmiums, 
three to four seconds with alka- 
| (Continued on Page 59) 


The YS- — 
120 Duo 
can be used — 
onmanualorTbD OO == 
and with several cameras. It covers the 
picture area of most wide angle lenses 
and can also function as a slave. 


“rest FULL’? 





cannot be lost underwater. 

There are two controls on the back of 
the strobe that allow easy access to all its 
functions. The left switch gives the unit 
power, allows you to select slave func- 

tion or test fire the strobe. 
_ The right switch has posi- 
__ tions for full power manu- 
al, one-half power manual 
_ and TTL automatic. 

: Unlike any strobe on 
__ the market today, the YS- 
_ 120 Duo features identi- 
_ cal indicator lights on 
_ each side of the strobe 
- head. No matter which 
_ side of the camera the 


Retail 
Price 


$999.95 
$782.95 














Top: The back of the YS-120 showing the 
battery compartment door and switch- 
es. Above: The YS-120 Duo can use alka- 
line, lithium or rechargeable batteries. 


$426.95 








4 j j a i a 
ay 


Dont Forget 
Your Rubber Ducky 


yr fF 


ra ail 
¥ ; 
Pa : 





Pal) 
thas 
UH 


i) 


Se iy 
He alae 


Caf ee 
4 ectity 


au 


as 


peti Ua nerera 
bay his gh 


etait Poa rer rpc uit 


Sa errr ghrs ita 


sil aA 
ree 


ries neni 


_ RRR TE La 


especie 


eevee nthe naa ES 


sats 
i 


ae 


‘aaa 


ety 


con TR EE 


eto 
HERR 


Ta is uaa 


remarry 


eT 


tte, 


ee 


Pat 


aah GS aR 


nae Pia 
ie, " 
ive 


vit 


CUBAPRO 


Deep Down, You Want The Best. 
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After all these years, 


that the thrill you feel now 


ly as it was then. 


has just gotten bigger. 
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A.I.R. 2 
The Classic Stabilizing 
Jacket 


Safe, efficient diving requires 
a buoyancy compensator 


Bem = power inflator anda 


Ps 
. 


Divers want to be able to go 
back-up second stage 


regulator. The A.LR. 
2 completes the 


anywhere their interest and skills 
might take them. So SCUBAPRO 
created and perfected Advanced 
Buoyancy Control (A.B.C.). This 


design employs interconnecting air 


BC/regulator 
system by coupling 
BC power inflation 


vith mpererelable chambers that completely envelop 


= 


regulator the diver, allowing unrestricted 


































movement in three dimensions. 


All ae 


buoyancy 





compensators 
(BCs) must 
sucessfully 
move a diver 
vertically. 
SCUBAPRO 
buoyancy 
compensators 
are considered 
to be the 
world’s finest. 

Whatever 
you're looking 
for in a BC, whether it be a Stabilizing 
Jacket, front adjustable jacket, or back 
flotation unit, SCUBAPRO offers a style to 
fit your diving skills and needs. Each 












A.B.C. allows a diver to move 
vertically, but also to roll 360 
degrees, move diagonally or remain 
stationary and comfortable in any 


designed to make diving easier, more variation of head-up or head- down 





comfortable, and more fun. positions. 


SeaHawk Back Flotation Units 


For those who prefer back flotation, we Many technical divers and underwater 







introduce the new SeaHawk. It features a photographers preter back flotation 


weight-integrated modular 











buoyancy system that chest area and exceptional 


offers precise flotation support for surface swimming. 
SCUBAPRO’s new SeaHawk 


offers an integrated weight 





control, both underwater and 
at the surface. The shoulder 
harness, based on a 
















system with optional 
ince aa : : back-mounted counter- 
IS ergonomicdily : sae 
ht d 
contoured to allow se: cic a aaa 
perfect balance both on 
complete freedom of 
the surface and under- 
water. SCUBAPRO’s 


exclusive shoulder 


movement and tank 


\ 


stability. The result is 
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~ complete freedom of movement 
and total tank stability. 


a balance never before 






achieved in a back harness design allows 


flotation unit. 


© 1996 Johnson Worldwide Associates, Inc. 


You Want Advanced 
Buoyancy Control. 


units for their uncluttered al iq 





The Superior Construction of 
SCUBAPRO BCs 
SCUBAPRO’s buoyancy compensators are 
made of the finest materials. The top-of-the- 
line Classic model features the handmade 
Finseal seam — the most airtight and durable 
construction method in diving. Other 
SCUBAPRO stabilizing jackets employ our 
exclusive Heat Seal process, the best automated 
seam construction in the industry. 

Whether it’s Stabilizing Jackets, front 
adjustable jackets or 
back flotation units, 


Classic 
SCUBAPRO’s best 
Stabilizing Jacket, the 
Classic (shown here 
equipped with A.I.R. 2 
power inflator and 
back-up regulator) is 
constructed of 
rugged 420 denier 
nylon and uses 
SCUBAPRO’s 
exclusive Finseal 


seam technology. 


SCUBAPRO 
BCs are the 
products of 
choice for 

everyone 
from the 
recreational 
diver to performance-oriented sport divers to 


professional dive experts around the world. 


SCUBAPRO is the Solution 
Remember, the best masks, fins, snorkels, 
regulators, computers, BCs, wetsuits and 
outerwear are made by SCUBAPRO. 

Call 1- 800-GO-SCUBA (1-800-467-2822) 
for more information and the name of the 
SCUBAPRO dive center near you. In Canada, 
905-634-0023. Internet: http://www.jwa.com 


SCUBAPRO 


Deep Down, You Want The Best. 
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Equipment Matching 


BY DENNIS K. GRAVER 


OMNANAWNS 


. Manifold 


Stage 
DIN 
Downstream valve 


. Burst disk 


Y valve 
K valve 


. Jvalve 

. Valve snorkel 

. Safety plug 

. Balanced valve 
. Upstream valve 


Pilot valve 
Manometer 
Capillary gauge 


Bourdon tube gauge 


Analog gauge 
Diaphragm 
Lubber line 
Bezel 


. Dump valve 
. O-ring 

. Bias spring 
. Transducer 
. Purge 

. DPV 

. Dead man switch 
. Rebreather 
. Orifice 
ior 

. Octopus 

. ABLJ 


MDI 


. Fixe-palmes 
. Shortie 


Match the following equipment terms and partial definitions. 
The average diver should be able to match most of the terms 
but a few will challenge even advanced divers. 


EEE 


EN<XXS<CHMDOVOZErFAC-IOMMIOD>Y 


Converts energy from one form to another 
Has hands that point to numbers 

Pressure does not affect valve operating force 
Rotating reference ring 

Curved, metal tube for pressure detection 
Thin, metal disk found in all valves 

Air compression indicates depth 

Opens in the direction of gas flow 

A manually operated exhaust valve 

Fixed reference line on a compass 

Multiple cylinder connecting pipe 

Extra second stage 

A tube or pipe opening or aperture 

Uses air pressure versus mechanical leverage 
Pressure reduction step in a regulator 
Measures cylinder pressure underwater 
Dual regulator valve for a single cylinder 
Extends from bottom of cylinder valve 

Type of high pressure valve 

Rubber plug found in high pressure gauges 
Operates against the direction of gas flow 
Circular sealing ring 

Established regulator intermediate pressure 
Common exhaust valve 

Cuts power when released . 

Recirculates exhaled breathing gases 


. British term for buoyancy compensator 

. Indicates maximum depth attained 

. Ankle straps that prevent fin loss 

. Simple regulator testing device 

. Propulsion vehicle for divers 

. Warm water wetsuit 

. Simple on/off valve 

. Found in some regulators and depth gauges 


Lever operated reserve valve 
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JEER CHEROKEE SPORT 


A healthy appreciation for fun and adventure has 
always been a prerequisite for driving a Jeep Cherokee 
Sport. This year, that’s more true than ever. 

Beneath its classic exterior, youll find a quieter 190 
horsepower 4.0 litre I-6 engine that helps give Cherokee 
Sport the best horsepower-to-weight ratio in its class.* 





*Source of Class: Automotive News, 10/95. Air bag fully effective only when used with seat belt. Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Corporation. 
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Its available Selec-Trac® full-time four-wheel — 1-800-925-JEEP, or visit our Web site at http:/Awwwjeep 
drive system is another Jeep exclusive that gives you unpaved.com We think youll find Jeep Cherokee Sport 
the traction to go just about anywhere and climb just _ to be the perfect invitation to the great outdoors. 
about anything. For true adventurists, there’s an optional : 
suspension package with high-pressure gas shocks, Jeep 
underbody skid plates, large all-terrain tires, and a A 
minimum running ground clearance of 10.7 inches. THERE’S ONLY ONE 

For more details and the dealer nearest you, call 














DIVER’S CALENDAR 


a Sat 


Shipwrecks ’96 

Niagara Divers’ Association will pre- 
sent Shipwrecks ’96 March 2in St. 
Catharines, Ontario, Canada. The one 
day symposium features Gary Gentile 
speaking on the Lusitania as well as five 
other speakers from both coasts. Cost is 
$25 Canadian/$24 U.S.; pre-registration 
is required. 

For more information contact Jim Grice 
at (905) 356-7337; Dave Mekker at (905) 
664-9389 or on the Internet at http://ww 
w.vaxxine.com/nda. = 


Scuba/Boating Flea 
Market 


Caloosa Dive Club will host its 10th an- 
nual flea market March 9 in the Garden 
Center in Ft. Myers, Florida. There will be 
both new and used items from all areas 
of the diving and boating industry. 

For more information call Kevin at (941) 
482-6762. =s 


Sentry’s Scuba & 
Watersports Expo 


Sentry Pool & Scuba will Soonsor a 
watersports expo on March 10 at Black 
Hawk College in Moline, Illinois. There will 
be manufacturers’ displays, travel and 
resort representatives, aquatic sports 
equipment, Discover Scuba (an introduc- 
tion to scuba diving), a raffle and door 
orizes. 

For more information call (809) 797- 
9721, me 


St. Petersburg Shell Show 

The St. Petersburg Shell Club will hold 
its 49th annual shell show March 15 to 
17 at the Treasure Island Community 
Center in St. Petersburg, Florida. There 
will be marine and freshwater shells from 
around the world, shellcrafters, photo- 
graphic, scientific and educational dis- 
plays. Prizes will be awarded. 

For ticket information call (813) 360- 
0586. = 


Beneath The Sea’s 20th 


Anniversary Exposition 

Beneath The Sea’s 20th annual under- 
water exposition will take place March 
22 to 24 at the Exposition Center in 
Secau- cus, New Jersey. Major prizes 
will be awarded by the Aggressor Fleet, 
Peter Hughes Diving, Sunset House and 
others. 

For information call (914) 793-4469; e- 
mail zig4bts@aol.com or visit on the 
Internet at http://www.cyberus.ca/~ 
bts, = 
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California Chocolate 


Abalone Dive 

The 12th annual California Chocolate 
Abalone Dive is scheduled for March 23 at 
San Carlos Beach in Monterey, California. 
Four hundred prizes will be given away, in- 
cluding trips to Grand Cayman and The 
Bahamas. Pre-registration is $20; same 
day is $23. Participants must be certified 
or they may free dive. 

For information call (408) 375-1933 or 
fax (408) 375-3053, = 


Northwest Diving Rescue 
Workshop 


Northwest Diving Rescue will hold its 
fifth annual workshop March 23 to 24 at 
Everett Community College, Everett, 
Washington. The workshop features diving 
first aid training and certification and is a 
DAN Gold sponsor. For information con- 
tact Dennis K. Graver at (860) 387-8043; 
fax (360) 387-6683. = 


London International Dive 
Show ’96 


The London International Dive show 
will be held March 23 to 24 at National 
Hall, Olympia, London. Visitors can peruse 
more than 125 displays of dive equipment, 
clothing, boats and training courses. There 
will also be a daily program of award win- 
ning films, seminars by well-known indus- 
try experts, exhibitions of U/W photogra- 
phy and a BSAC “Try Dive” pool. 

For ticket information write to The Dive 
Show, Ltd., 55 High Street, Teddington, 
Middlesex, TW11 8HA or call 01 81 943- 
4288; fax 01 81977-1963. = 


Underwater Canada ’96 

Underwater Canada’s 25th annual 
show will be held March 29 to 31 at the 
Regal Constellation Hotel in Toronto, 
Canada. The show will premiere film 
footage of James Cameron's (Termin- 
ator, The Abyss) secret expedition to 
Capture images of the remains of the 
Titanic. Seven other new underwater 
films by Dr. Joe MacInnis, Bob Talbot 
(Free Willy), Michael Gilbert and Danielle 
Alarie, Sport Diver TV’s Jim Kozmik and 
John McKenney are scheduled for pre- 
sentation. Also, Emory Kristof will pre- 
sent photographs and videos he took 
of the Edmund Fitzgerald for National 
Geographic. 

For ticket information call (416) 426- 
7038 or fax (416) 426-7336. = 
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NO OTHER CAMERA CAN. 








Only the Motor 
Marine II-EX gives 
you four ditferent 


lenses to choose from 
onasingle dive. Its 
built-in 35mm lens is 
perfect for fish and 
diver portraits. Its 
revolutionary built-in close-up lens reduces focusing 
distance to 18 inches for vivid full-frame images of 
the sea’s smaller creatures. With a lens erKe Ke hy on 
your strobe arm, you can carry wide angle and 


easnen me) lenses, melon The exterior bayonet eoneneuons 





allows you to attach and detach lenses easily and 
quickly — underwater! Don't try that with any other 
re Weslel ec Wan oictersibiciem elokolnelcsaxerhesl-tecmerher 





The Motor Marine II-EX 


For total ease of operation, the Motor Marine I]-EX 
offers automatic film loading and film advance, 
power driven film rewind, an in-viewfinder LED 
with exposure and flash data. It is also the only 
popularly priced amphibious camera that syncs for 
TTL flash photography at four shutter speeds, 
giving you limitless creative control. The Motor 
Marine II-EX is so sophisticated, it’s simple. 


Umd@derwater 
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Photography USA 
The future of underwater photography. ..now 


2105 Camino Vida Roble, Suite L ¢ Carlsbad, California 92009 
Phone: (619) 929-1909 ® Fax: (619) 929-0098 
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here comes atime In every emerging 
technology when dreams become reali- 
ty and 1996 is the time for recreational re- 
breathers. After four years of fanfare, futuris- 
tic magazine stories and vaporware, recre- 
ational rebreathers are a reality. You, the 
recreational diver, can actually buy one! 
Manufactured by Drager of Germany and 
distributed by Uwatec, the new Atlantis | is 





technically a semi-closed circuit nitrox re- 
breather. But don’t let the phrase semi- 
ciosed give you the wrong impression. This 
little baby very efficiently recycles your 
breathing gas with only a trickle of exhaust 
bubbles every fourth breath. 

Of all the rebreathers currently under de- 
sign, the Atlantis | is by far the most com- 
pact and lightweight. Stripped down it 


They’re Here At Last! 
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Instructor Rob Palmer (center) with Stuart 
Cove (left) and graduate student Avi | 


_ Klapfer (right). Klapfer is the owner/ope : 












































weighs only 33 pounds. Add a com- 
pressed air Scuba back-up system (for 
safety) and it runs about 42 pounds. 

Designed as a fully mechanical re- 
breather, the Atlantis | is as simple as you 
can get. There are no electrical compo- 
nents, no computers, no batteries. 

The breathing supply is a small cylinder 
of nitrox (oxygen enriched air), mounted 
sideways at the bottom of the unit. It feeds 
nitrox into the breathing bag at a slow 
trickle. The nitrox is circulated in the re- 
breather via a closed circuit system of dual 





breathing hoses, passing through an ab- 
sorbent canister that filters out the carbon 
dioxide (from exhaled breaths). 

The breathing gas circulates ‘round and 
‘round in the system, while the rebreather 
removes carbon dioxide and replenishes 
the nitrox. Under average operating condi- 
tions, this rebreather is good for three 
dives (the equivalent of three full scuba 
tanks). 

The Atlantis can be fitted with an entirely 
separate and independent system for 
safety back-up. It consists of a small com- 


Rebreathers 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 
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Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean, in 
The Bahamas, has an ample supply 
of recreational rebreathers for daily 
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pressed air cylinder, mounted on the right 
side of the rebreather and equipped with a 
single hose regulator. Should you en- 
counter any difficulties during the dive, you 
simply switch from the dual hose re- 
breather to the single hose scuba. An extra 
long hose on the regulator allows quick, 
easy application in a buddy breathing 
emergency situation. Drager has thought 
of everything! 


HOW DO YOU GET ONE? 

Drager AG is a German company that 
has been building rebreathers for more 
than 89 years—primarily for commercial 
and military usage. It is considered the 
top company in this field, having de- 
signed both underwater and aerospace 
breathing systems for NASA and Boeing 
Aircraft. 

Drager launched the Atlantis | as a joint 
venture with Uwatec, a Swiss company 
that produces the Aladin dive computers. 
Uwatec is a perfect match with Drager, as 
it recently unveiled its new Aladin Nitrox 
hoseless dive computer. Working togeth- 
er, the two companies have produced the 
world’s first recreational rebreather ata 
reasonable price. Uwatec USA has al- 
ready imported 200 to 300 units into the 
U.S. and will be receiving 100 units per 
month from Germany. 

In the meantime, Uwatec USA has been 
setting up dealers across America, as well 
as a program for rebreather training and 
certification. It has wisely adopted a sales 
policy that a customer must first receive 
training before purchasing a rebreather. 


TRY BEFORE YOU BUY 

Learning how to operate and dive the 
rebreather is comparatively easy but cru- 
cial to your safety. You can’t just strap it on 
and go diving. Rebreathers operate much 
differently than open circuit scuba and ni- 
trox is definitely different than air. So, be- 
fore you shell out the bucks for an Atlantis 
|, you must learn how to use one. 

Uwatec USA is doing its best to make 
the training as easy and convenient as 
possible. Most rebreather dealers and 
many resorts will provide training/certifica- 
tion courses. At present, all Atlantis | re- 
breather training is conducted under the 
auspices of TDI (Technical Diving 
International)—one of the major nitrox 
training organizations. 

For my course, | traveled to New 
Providence Island and visited Stuart 
Cove’s Dive South Ocean—one of the 
largest resort dive centers in The 
Bahamas. Stuart and Michelle Cove run 
one of the best shark dive programs, as 
well as a dedicated nitrox dive boat, a full 
service nitrox fill station and a brand new 
underwater photo center. 


(Continued on Page 52) 
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I DRYSUITS 


Harvey’s 


‘Titantum 
Aqua Capsule 


Stay Warm and Dry in the , 
Cold and Wet! 


BY TY SAWYER 


PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


rysuit envy. It’s what happens when 

all those layers of wetsuit neoprene 
no longer beat back the chilly, 52°F wa- 
ters. It’s what happens when you peel off 
your wetsuit and the wind-chill factor 
embraces your wet, exposed, blue- 
tinged regions. You look across the deck 
and the diver in the drysuit is daintily 
dabbing away the sweat from his fore- 
head, smiling, cozy, warm—and dry. 
Drysuit envy. It’s also what other drysuit 
manufacturers will feel when they ap- 
praise the latest design from the innova- 
tive people at Harvey’s. The Titanium 
Aqua Capsule is Harvey’s new flagship 
and rightfully so. In the areas of comfort, 
design, technology and style the Aqua 
Capsule has made significant advance- 
ments and a solid statement. 


TITANIUM FOIL NEOPRENE 

Titanium is used to toughen steel al- 
loys, to reinforce deep sea submersibles 
against hull crushing pressures and ex- 
tensively in the military as protective ar- 
mor—and, now, to make drysuits warmer 
and more flexible? That catches one a bit 
off guard. But, | can state unequivocally 
that this is the most comiortable neo- 
prene drysuit I’ve ever donned and it’s 
certainly warm, too (I tested the suit in 
58°F water wearing only a Polarfleece 
diveskin underneath and stayed quite 
toasty). The way it works is the supple, 
6.5mm neoprene sheet is surrounded by 
a layer of nylon on both sides. In between 
the nylon and on both sides of the neo- 
prene sheet Is the titanium foil. The titani- 
um barrier creates an exceptionally reflec- 
tive surface radiating heat inward and de- 
flecting cold. According to tests, drysuits 
with the titanium foil barrier are 20 percent 
warmer than regular neoprene drysuits. 
These suits are also a good deal lighter 
than normal neoprene drysuits. 
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CONSTRUCTION 

Harvey’s has poured techno- 
logical advancements into nearly 
every crevice of this drysuit. Every 
seam receives three coats of drysuit 
glue and the interior seams are cov- 
ered with a cloth tape that has been 
heat sealed in place. Besides the titani- 
um foil neoprene, the suit features 
Teflon impregnated skin-in at the wrist 
cuffs and neck. The fit is snug but not 
uncomfortable. It’s best to use a silicone 
spray (liquid dish soap will do in a pinch) 
in these two areas for ease of donning 
and to provide a better seal against wa- 
ter intrusion by not overstressing the 
seams. | found both areas allowed a sur- 
prisingly negligible amount of seepage. | 
also liked the feel of neoprene versus a 
nylon shell in the water—it felt less like a 
watertight bag and more a part of the 
undersea environment. 

The exhaust valve and power inflation 
valve are both new, low profile, high per- 
formance, Si-Tech valves made in 
Sweden. The exhaust valve is on the left 
bicep and can be adjusted for automatic 
or manual dumping. For manual air 
dump, turn the exhaust valve clockwise. 
Firmly depressing the button allows air to 
escape. For automatic air dump, turn the 
valve counter-clockwise. Air will auto- 
matically purge when you raise your left 
shoulder and arm and stop when you 
lower your arm. This is a tricky skill to 
perfect and, as aresult, most divers (in- 
cluding this one) prefer manual. The 
exhaust valve also doubles as the 
overpressure relief valve and can be 
adjusted in the water. The power inflation 
valve, on the center of the chest, is com- 
pletely adjustable, allowing you to posi- 
tion the LP hose for your comfort or rig- 
ging configuration. 

(Continued on Page 66) 


Harvey’s titani- 
um foil neo- 
prene drysuit 
features adjust- 
able Si-tech valves, Teflon impregnated 
skin-in wrist cuffs and neck skirt, heavy- 
duty boots and Swiss Kevlar kneepads. 
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ADVANCED DIVING 


Underwater Mapping 


BY JEANNE B. SLEEPER 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JEFFREY BOZANIC 


Editors note: This and the next 
Aavanced Diving will overview non-scien- 
tific surveying and mapping of underwater 
sites. This month we prepare you for the 
dive; next month we’ll describe the actual 
dive and follow-up paperwork. This infor- 
mation has been simplified and as much 
math as possible eliminated. A scientist’s 
or serious cave diver’s standard for preci- 
sion surveying and mapping would be 
greater than the scope of this article. 


Mien may seem an unnecessary 
skill—until you can’t find the specific 


parts of scattered wreckage, the small 
finger reef that always has nudibranchs 
or the artificial reef. Perhaps you are bot- 
tle collecting and need to identify artifact 
piles to try and establish a pattern. When 
you need to locate various sites under- 
water, it is extremely helpful to have a plot 
map showing their relative locations and 
distances. 

Most local knowledge maps are made 
by divers who frequent a certain site. 
They want to be able to relocate a specif- 
ic place and draw the maps for their per- 
sonal information. Scientific divers study- 
ing an area draw highly accurate maps 
and, over a period of time, take organism 
census counts at the same area. Cave 
divers survey for personal interest and 
safety. In the interest of diver safety, cave 
penetration maps are rarely shared be- 
yond the trained cave diving community. 

In previous articles this column has cov- 
ered basic underwater navigation (August 
and September 1994) and searching 
(September and October 1995). It may be 
helpful for you to review those articles. 


SURVEY PRE-PLANNING 
It’s one thing to make a simple sketch 
on a slate in the midst of a dive and quite 
another to plan a survey. Before the dive, 
you need to: 
e Select a survey diving partner 
e Inventory your combined diving 
equipment 
e Determine what additional gear to 
acquire 
e Buy, borrow or make surveying 
supplies 
e Narrow your objective for the survey 
¢ Commit the time to plan, execute and 
record the survey 
e Agree in advance how accurate and 
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detailed a map you are committed to 
producing 
e Decide who is doing what underwa- 
ter, SO you can master the needed 
skills by practicing on land 
e Agree upon a set of hand signals that 
are simple, understood and able to be 
given with one hand 
e Do not get discouraged when it takes 
several dives to survey a small area or 
accomplish a single task 
For some surveys, it helps to make an 
exploratory dive just to scope out the 
area. This gives you an idea of how much 
line, the number of markers, the amount 
of air etc., that you may need to make the 
actual survey. Plan specific tasks or ob- 
jectives for each dive. For example: “We 
will lay one baseline and take ten mea- 
surements on this dive.” 
SURVEYING TOOLS. The basic tool box 


Above: Scientists often fabricate PVC 
pipe in square meters for their count ar- 
eas. Left: The basic underwater survey- 
ing tools: compass, slate and pencil. 


for surveying includes: 
e A baseline anchored at each end 
e Knotted line and reel 
e Tape measure 
e Markers for survey points 
e Anchor points (nails, sand screws) and 
hammer 
e Compass 
e Slate and pencil 

Specialized surveys could require ad- 
ditional equipment. A marine biologist 
might want to count the number of 
starfish or do a summary of all organisms 
in an area. This type of survey is com- 
monly done by laying a baseline on the 
bottom as a reference. Then one meter 
squares are marked off on alternate sides 
of the baseline. The census is done with- 
in the squares. Scientists often fabricate 
a PVC pipe square meter frame or meter 
stick to show the borders of their count 
area. 

If the baseline is always laid in the exact 
same place, divers can position their me- 
ter Squares and recount the same zone 
on many different dates. Comparative da- 
ta can show trends that may be helpful in 
predicting the other areas of the reef or 

(Continued on Page 116) 
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The Silky Shark 


(Carcharhinus falciformis) 





TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


he rest of my group had already de- 

scended to deeper parts of the 
wreck. | remained in the shallows, pho- 
tographing a large wheel. Overhead the 
second dinghy motored by, dropping six 
more divers in the water. Suddenly, a 
swift moving shark appeared, swimming 
between the divers on the surface and 
me on the bottom. Small black and white 
Pilotfish, juvenile jacks, struggled to stay 
in front of and alongside the six foot 
shark. All | could think of was how beauti- 
ful she was. The clear sapphire waters 
were a perfect backdrop. The bright sun 
on the shark made her look as if she was 
crafted of shiny stainless steel. | ascend- 
ed a bit and watched as the fish circled 
and came back. This time | anticipated 
her path and snapped three photos be- 
fore she disappeared in the blue. 

My Silky encounter occurred at the 
Brothers Islands in the Red Sea. Silkies, 
among the most abundant sharks, are 
common in both the tropical Atlantic and 
the Pacific as well as the Red Sea. 
Named for their relatively smooth skin— 
the “scales are small and compressed” 
(Dictionary of Sharks)—they are hard to 
identify by sight. Indeed, my photos were 
seen by three experts, the last one finally 
confirmed my suspicions. 

Silkies are members of one of the 
largest shark families, the Requiem 
Sharks. They have the typical Car- 
charhinid’s sleek body, circular eyes, two 
dorsal fins and an anal fin, and a tail with 
an upper lobe longer than the lower. The 
fins can be unmarked or dusky-tioped. 
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The one | photographed had dark shad- 
ed fin tips. 

The features that separate Silkies from 
other Carcharhinus are a first dorsal that 
originates well behind the rear tips of the 
pectorals and the very long free tips of the 
second dorsal and anal fins. Silkies are al- 
so slimmer than some of their cousins. 

Having a tooth from such a shark would 
make identification easy but it wouldn’t be 
wise to try to obtain one! Silkies, you see, 
have been known to bite humans. To 
those who have dived with Silkies at the 
Shark Buoy in The Bahamas, this seems 
absurd; the small schooling juveniles there 
are handfed by divemasters. Divers have 
also dived with juveniles near El Bajo, in 
the Sea of Cortez, without incident. 

Any Carcharhinid, however, can be 
dangerous. A British diver recently dis- 
covered this off Port Sudan in the Red 
Sea. Diving late in the afternoon (5:30 
pm), he was chased out of the water and 
up on areef by three Silkies. He was 
forced to fend them off with his camera 
while awaiting rescue by a dinghy dis- 
patched from his live-aboard. Herein lies 
another caution: Most sharks seem 





Because its scales are small and com- 
pressed, the Silky Shark has relatively 
smooth skin, thus its name. One of the 
most abundant sharks, it is found in warm 
Atlantic and Pacific waters as well as in 
the Red Sea, where the photo was taken. 


much more inclined to bite late in the af- 
ternoon. | have noticed this with Blues off 
California and other sharks in the Red 
Sea. In the morning they meander and 
taste; in late afternoon they attack and 
bite. Silkies are abundant, have been 
used in numerous experiments by re- 
searchers and inhabit the waters hu- 
mans love to dive in. Their numbers and 
proximity to humans give them opportu- 
nities to bite. Because they can grow to 
lengths of nearly 10 feet, they are not 
sharks one should dismiss as harmless. 

Silkies are found in shallow and deep 
waters and in the open sea, although 
they seem to prefer staying near land. 
They bear live young, 2 to 14 per litter, 
with a yolk-sac placenta. Their preferred 
prey is bony fishes but they also eat 
squid and pelagic crabs. = 








SUBSTROBE 200 features: 
.3lb. 1402. 


RS ha bag tieny Pa Ae ea hb awh ala t 2 ETS: 
Bet Sys hetiive aoe sree eat, 200 watt-sec. 
Angle of coverage 110 degrees 


Guide # w/ 100 ISO 
abovewater 
underwater 


Firing modes 

Color temperature 
Power settings 
Power source 
Flashes (full power) 
Recycle time 
Audible ready signal 
Modeling light 

LED film gauge 


TTL auto, manual 
4800 degrees K 
Full, 1/2, 1/4, 1/8 
Ni-cad module 





MINI C-LITE 


We light the underwater world. 


The Mini C-Lite’s small size, incredibly 
intense beam and reliability have made it 
the #1 choice among divers. The Mini 
C-Lite is as useful during the day as it is at 


night. Colors disappear with depth, light — 


must be introduced to visualize the rain- 
bow of colors underwater. Four C-cell alka- 
line batteries provide 6 hours of high inten- 
sity light from the long life quartz Halogen 
bulb. Unique rotating on/off switch with 
lock prevents accidental use. The guaran- 
teed indestructible outer case is water 
proof to 300 feet (90m). Mini C-Lite mounts 
to strobe arms for use as an aiming/model- 
ing light, and can easily be converted to a 
signal-type blinking strobe. Unsurpassed 
for brightness and versatility. 









QUICK GRIP 
ARM SYSTEM 


Arm System incorporates 
articulating arm with quick 


release handle. 


The versatile Quick Grip Arm system 
improves upon other ball socket designs 
and incorporates a quick-release handle. 

Removable at the push of a button, the 
contoured rubber grip offers easy one-hand 
control when hand holding the strobe and 
remounting without changing the original 
adjustment. Larger aluminum ball diame- 
ter, thicker clamp plates, and large wing 
nuts provide vastly greater holding power. 

This Arm system fits all Ikelite housings 
and the Nikonos V tray. 


N5 TRAY 


Specifically designed for the Nikonos V. 


The N5 Mounting Tray is greatly reduced 
in size from usual camera mounting trays 
while providing attachment points for all 
Ikelite strobe mounting systems on either 
side of the tray. The design incorporates a 
rubber hand grip and adjustable velcro 
strap to provide comfort and security. 

This unique tray becomes an integral 
part of the camera, making handling of the 


camera comfortable even without a strobe 4 


attached. 


Also included is the Ikelite Rapid Advance / 


Lever for fast, easy film advancement. 














SPD LITE 


Specialty Dive Lite. 

The high performance lighting choice 
for specialty cave and wreck divers. Choice 
of adjustable focus 50W or compact 35W 
lite head. Both lite heads are anodized 
aluminum featuring a rotating on/off 
switch and 4.5' cable. 

Unique battery pack is contoured to fit 
divers tank or waist. Near neutral buoyant 
battery pack uses industrial grade ni-cads 
for 1.1 to 1.5 hrs. of burn time. Battery 
packs can be combined to double burn 
time. Battery pack can be used with Ikelite 
Pro Video-Lite for added versatility. 








EXTENSION 
TUBES & FRAMERS 
Use the Nikonos 35mm lens fo its full 
macro potential. 





Lightweight, corrosive-proof, molded 
Extensions Tubes with easily removable 
black stainless steel framers. 

Reproduction ratios available: 

Life size 1:1) | 


a ‘One-half life size 1:2 
| @ne-third life size 1:3 


Ask Your Local Dive Shop! 


IKELITE Underwater Systems * 50W 33rd St. Indianapolis, IN 46208 + 317.923.4523 
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CAY MAN 


Your Guide 






















Sunset H House, known § 
| as Grand Cayman’s #1 
hotel FOR divers BY 
divers, gives you every- 
_ thing you need for the 
_ perfect dive vacation: 6 
custom dive boats, a full-service dive shop with 12 profe 
dedicated Scuba School, photo centre, restaurant, freshwat I, 
| 

| 














ive. photo | and video § 

by sae ind photo classes _ 
| processing. Highly ; nd 
nalized and very | fri ne _ seaside thatched-roof bar/patio—all just a few steps from your room. After an 
acc exciting dive at one of more than 150 available dive sites, you can relax over a- 
tropical drink as you watch the sunset from our seaside patio. Package rates 
available. P.O. Box 479GT, Grand Cayman, BWI. Call 1-800-854-4767 or — 
809-949- 7111. Fax: 809-949-7101. 
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lable. For | Bie ee or afioriaiatieh call 1-800-887-8569. 
; e, P.O. rate 30076, Seven Mile Beach, Grand Cayman, BWI 
Pr 80887-4209 Ef Fax: 809-947-4208. Across from the new Westin. 
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Treasure Island Divers, Grand Cayman 

















Nori, South, East, West. Troskure 
_ Island Divers offers trips to all four sides 
of the island. You'll never have to dive 
the same site twice with Treasure Island 
Divers. Our professional and friendly 
staff offers guided dives. Or you can ex- 
plore on your own with extended bot- 
tom times for computer dives. We have ; 
three custom 45 foot dive boats—so big 

our national carrier. Complement superb Cayman diving with _ you'll never feel crowded. We offer a ark 
standing customer service. Repeat customers rate our dive _ full-service dive shop, lockers, video/photo services ane a full r range af eal 
f 












-erella rites ate meat ene services,” 
PS according to Skin Diver Magazine. — 
-Cayman’s only PADI 5 Star Devel- 
opment Center, Bob Soto’s has more 
_ than 30 dive packages to choose from 
with preferential airfares, accommo- 
dations & dive options. Dive pack- 
yith accommodations, PP/Dbl, sta rt as Mains as $299. Fly Cayman 












ly ou 














lin friendly, professional service. It all starts with only One Call cational courses from resort to full certification. We're also a PADI 5 Star IDC © 
eI ations Hotline. 1-800-BOB SOTO. Fax: (809) 949- 8731. Center. Call toll-free 1-800-872-7552 for air, land and diving packages. Fax: 


circle #416 on Reader Service Card 809-949-7125. 












pe aca Ra 


circle #417 on Beeaeey So nesaid 3 ea ie aay 











to O 
ur Natural Treasures 


y . y ( | a a. *) A. i | | € 
| | ) OF >I - . : 1 ( ] val rr ( a ( J i 2 s nm 7 o o 
a « T , T a 
rs. 2 | t= IN - - -—* UR * -* A 9 - . e - = == == J = 7 
Lr 


Jackies 
ickie's Waters 
Watersports, Grand Caym 
man 


le 
1d ' 
saa’ 


Capt. AVL Fs rvin's nterpi ISe€ Gra a i 
-=- > > = i = s/En C : "sa ri ; od 3] & B 3 | C 














= Picco 
‘ eer Per 












| an Lit ah nc iadess that 
ES our diving safe and fun. 
0 am departure 

y hotel pick-up. 
Gal I ed by the Ocean 
Serie Center & watersports fa- 
-cility, please call to check out 2 | 
excellent package rates. 1-800-83-DIVER or 214-722-2535, Fax: 214-722-6511. 
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ane ‘Brac Aquatics, the island’s oldest & most _ 
e nced dive. operator, has teamed up 
with Cayman Brac’s newest & by far finest 
full service luxury resort. We dive a vast va- 
; / of spectacular sites, including Little 
Cayman: your way! Our prices & services 
will spi you forever! Call for unbelievable _ ; 
pacar & prices in hotels, villas, condos & private homes. Or, try the ulti- 

ate, LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER II, a former 90 foot mega-yacht. Very per- 
sonalized with only 10 divers maximum in 5 cabins, each with private 
rie 1 & shower. BRAC AQUATICS, P.O. Box 273781, Tampa, FL 33688- 
3781. Or call: 1-800-544-2722 * 813-962-2236 or Fax: 813-264-2742. 
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Ambassador Divers (809) 949-8839 
Aquanauts Ltd. (809) 945-1990 

Beach Club Divers (809) 949-8100 
Bob Soto’s Diving Ltd. (809) 949-2022 
Calico Jacks (809) 949-4373 

Capitol’s Surfside (809) 949-7330 
Cayman Aggressor Ill (809) 949-5551 
Cayman Dive College (809) 949-4125 
Cayman Diving Lodge (809) 947-7555 


Clint Ebanks Scuba (809) 949-3873 
Crosby Watersports (809) 947-4049 
Dive Inn Ltd. (809) 949-0321 

Dive ‘n Stuff (809) 949-6033 

Dive Time Pirates Inn (809) 947-2339 
Don Foster’s (809) 947-5132 

Eden Rock Diving (809) 949-7243 
Fisheye of Cayman (809) 947-4209 
Indies Divers (809).947-5025 


Rivers Sport Divers 








SCUBA SERVICES Cayman Diving School (809) 949-4729 Neptune’s Realm (809) 949-6444 
a ea Cayman Marine Lab (809) 916-0849 Ocean Frontiers (809) 947-7500 
GRAND CAYMAN Celebrity Divers (809) 949-3410 Off The Wall Divers (809) 947-7790 


Ollen Miller (809) 947-6606 
Parrots Landing (809) 949-7884 
Peter Milburn (809) 947-5770 
Quabbin Dives (809) 949-5597 
Quabo Dives (809) 947-4769 
Red Sail Sports (809) 947-5965 


Scuba Sensations (809) 949-7777 x2572 
Seasports (809) 949-3965 


Divlites and snorkeling 
_ with Soto’s Cruises is a 
_ pleasure. Our profession- 
alcrew always ensures 
great personalized ser- 
vice. Enjoy the luxury 
comfort of our fine dive 
boats, 55 foot SEA HUNT 
and 33 foot SEA FORCE 
_ while diving the NORTH 
_ and WEST Walls. Trans- 
| portation anda beverage ™ Se oer ar 

are provided. CALL 1-809-947-4576, Fax: 1-809-945-1527. 
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Cayman's newest, oldest and 
hottest dive operation. Combining 
the talent and expertise of Peter 
Milburn with Ron & Kathie Kipp at 
the newly refurbished Treasure 
_ Island Resort. Super introductory \amg 
_ dive packages forthe summer of FigaimMg 
_ 1996 start as low as $399 for 4 days, 3 
nights and 2 days of diving. Includes 
2 am tank dives, 1 night boat dive, un- ~ 
limited shore diving & other added-value features. Computer divers are 
welcome, yet special attention is always paid to our newly certified guests. 
_ Reservations tollfree 1-800-203-0775 + Fax: (305) 265-7969 


circle #428 on Reader Service Card 





Seven Mile Watersports (809) 949-0332 LITTLE CAYMAN 

Soto’s Cruises (809) 947-4576 Little Cayman Diver Il (809) 948-1429 
Spanish Bay Reef (809) 949-3765 Paradise Divers (809) 948-0004 
Sunset Divers (809) 949-7111 Pirate’s Point (809) 948-1010 
Surfside Watersports (809) 947-6031 Reef Divers (809) 948-1033 

Tortuga Divers Ltd. (809) 947-2097 Sam McCoy's (809) 948-0026 
Treasure Island Divers (809) 949-4456 Southern Cross Club (809) 948-1099 


CAYMAN BRAC 
Brac Aquatics Ltd. (809)948-1429 WATERSPORTS 
GRAND CAYMAN 


(809) 949-1181 Dive Tiara (809) 948-1553 
Abanks Island Adventure (809) 949-5700 


Reef Divers (809) 948-1323 


CAYMAN ISLANDS DEPARTMENT | 


GRAND CAYMAN 809-949-0623 - CHICAGO 847-678-6446 » HOUSTON 713-461-1317 = LOS ANGELES 213-738-1968 « MIAMI 305-266-2300 - NEW YORK 














Diving is at its best with Red Sail [ . a. Combine the com- 
Sports, now at three exciting locations |) m Pep fort and luxury of 
(Hyatt and Westin on Seven Mile | — cia Cayman's only all- 
Beach and Rum Point on the north as aa suites hotel with the 
side of the island). Daily dive trips visit 7 ‘7 ra highly-personalized 
spectacular walls, reefs and wrecks . = — service on Our cus- 
aboard custom dive boats boasting tom-built dive boats. 
freshwater showers, restrooms, rinse Offering both North 
tanks and more. Our scuba school offers a wide range of courses. and West Wall diving, 
Accessible for handicapped divers. Wide variety of packages, including ac- quality is a standard ; 
commodations at the Hyatt Regency, Westin Casaurina, Clarion, Seaview throughout, from the 12-diver maximum to the illustrated briefings, fruit 
Hotel and Condominiums. Our full watersports facilities also offer luxury and towels. Call 1-800-654-3130, Fax: 809-947-5024. 
catamaran sailing, watersports and more. Reservations 1-800-255-6425. 
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Or Vin ar-lam Bi iale mmolele(-MmCie-lareh@r-\Vaar-ln Quabbin Dives, Grand Cayman 





Gateway to Grand For more than 16 years 
Cayman's East End since Quabbin Dives has led the way 
1972. Experiencethe best [{ Po in personalized diving in the 
diving in the Cayman 7m, ge Cayman Islands. Sure, every- 
Islands! Inclusive dive vaca- | ‘i i one says they offer “personal- 
tion packages. All services ized” service but at Quabbin 
(dive operation, dining, bar, pee hy = this really means something. 
hotel) located on-site atour = . a ~ os Just tell us what you come to 
small, secluded beachfront = = Cayman for and we'll do our 

_ dedicated diving lodge. 800- best to make it happen. We adapt to you rather than the other way around. 

| TLC-DIVE. US & Canada. Call tollfree or fax for details, prices and availability. We'll take care of the 

Fax: 806-798-7568. rest. 800-238-6712 or Fax: 809-949-4781. Quabbin Dives, P.O. Box 2486- 

GT, Grand Cayman, British West Indies. 


circle #431 on Reader Service Card circle #432 on Reader Service Card 








| (809) 948-1553 7 
N 





work in diving and love it. Many divers 

dream of diving every day and getting 
paid for it. If this is your dream, Divers 
Unlimited of Hollywood, Florida, can help 
make it come true. This organization can 
provide you with the knowledge, experi- 
ence, skills and confidence required to 


get ajob in the dive industry. 

Divers Unlimited is a pioneer in diver 
education, successfully turning divers in- 
to instructors for more than 20 years. 
And, DU has been recognized by PADI 
as the Number 1 Training Facility in the 
United States. Dave Inman and his staff 


of instructor trainers are full time profes- 
sionals and proud of their many PADI 
Certificates of Recognition for Excel- 
lence. | read from a selection of com- 
ments made by recent graduates and 
was impressed by the confidence these 
new instructors obtained through pro- 





TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY DONNA MCLAUGHLIN 
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grams at Divers Unlimited. 

WHAT THEY HAD TO Sav: At DU instruc- 
tor candidates receive extra attention, 
learn their skills at a fully operational dive 
shop and enjoy the experience. Anne felt 
DU instructor trainers addressed the in- 
dividual needs of each student and made 
themselves available whenever needed. 

Jennifer was prepared 

- e for a stressful time but 

» Dive! discovered how much 

fun it can be to teach 

diving. Michael thought the entire pro- 

gram was enjoyable and educational; he 

was relaxed but confident and appreciat- 

ed the exceptional facilities and organiza- 

tion. Rob thanks the DU instructors for 

sharing their valuable experiences—at 

the Instructor Examination (IE), he felt his 

group was better prepared than candi- 
dates from other areas. 

At Divers Unlimited the instructors are 
always happy and available to help stu- 
dents, whether it be to strengthen some- 

_ one’s knowledge of physics or review a 
ay | lecture. Every day they teach dive instruc- 
tion and It shows. DU graduates are well 
prepared professionals with valuable 
hands-on training. Because of DU’s 
small groups, the instructor trainer to stu- 
dent ratio is low. This allows direct feed- 
back and a better sharing of knowledge. 
Through years of experience, Divers 
Unlimited has designed its training 
around two programs, the Triad and 
the Gold. The Triad takes 27 days to 
complete and includes courses from 
Rescue Diver to Instructor, the back- 
_ bones of an instructor’s education (and 
| job requirements). The Gold is a post 
| graduate program that takes 22 days 
~ to complete and includes instructor 
courses from Medic First Aid through 


Specialized training 2 










and valuable experi-— S 


ence help DU stu- | 


dents pass the IE ‘ 
with a 98 percent #4 
success rate. | 


nie halons Poh a 


Divers biisdaslases operates a full service 
dive shop for hands-on retail experience. 
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Resort Specialist. Future employers 
look first at prospective employees 
who have completed the Gold 
Program because it takes an instruc- 
tor through the real world elements 


nf MSDIVERS vIn 


nm a 






Instructor candidates learn the intricacies 
of nitrox from basic to qualified instructor. 











found on the job in the tropics. From the 
time you start your rescue diver training, 
DU takes you down the career path. 

THE TRIAD PROGRAM: Extended train- 
ing, beyond the basic requirements, is a 
signature of DU’s career program. The 
PADI Rescue Diver, Medic First Aid, 
Divemaster, Instructor Prep and In- 
structor Develooment Courses are all in- 
cluded in the Triad Program. Rescue 
Diver and Medic First Aid teach you how 
to avoid and prevent dive emergencies 
and how to deal effectively with dive ac- 
cident situations. 

The Divemaster course starts with ex- 
tra features. You learn how to guide 
divers at acommercial operation, be a 
dive leader, teach pool skills, assist in en- 
try level training, hydrostatically test 
tanks, administer oxygen and maintain 
compressed air systems. 

The Instructor Prep course alleviates 
much of the stress that can accompany 
the Instructor Development Course. 
When you take time to practice in pool 
sessions, study physics and present 
academic topics in advance you will be 
better prepared for the IDC. 

The Instructor Develooment Course 
qualifies you for the Instructor Exam- 
ination and your PADI Open Water In- 
structor Certification. You will become 
familiar with the entire teaching arena; 
pool, classroom and open water. The 
IDC includes role playing in difficult prob- 
lems, variable conditions, superb evalua- 
tions and a nice schedule to help you 
learn without exhaustion. If you are hot to 
work in diving but have not been certified 
for at least a year, a minimum require- 
ment from PADI, DU offers you a unique 
option. You can take the IDC after six 
months and work as an Assistant In- 
structor, which gives you real, on the job 
experience. 

Divers Unlimited's goal is to turn you 
into a successful dive professional and it 
is willing to stand behind its commit- 
ment. When you take the Instructor Prep 
and Instructor Develooment Courses 








you get the Instructor Certification 
Warranty. If, for any reason, you do not 
complete the IE (DU students have a 98 
percent success rate), you can return to 
an IPC and IDC at no additional charge. 
This is a valuable consideration when 
you are investing in your dive instructor 
education. 

THE GOLD PROGRam: If you want to 
work at a dive resort or a full service dive 
operation, this series of courses will earn 
you the skills dive operators are looking 
for. Divers Unlimited regularly works with 
hundreds of dive shops, placing instruc- 
tors in their operations. The company has 
done this successfully for 20 years, de- 
signing the Gold Program to produce 
Qualified employees. When you complete 
this program you will be certified to teach 
eight different PADI specialty courses, as 
well as Medic First Aid, Dan/PADI 
Oxygen and Nitrox. The Nitrox Instructor 
certification is new to the Gold Program 
and is receiving alot of interest. DU 
keeps graduates on the cutting edge with 
new developments in all areas of diving. 
Graduates will be certified asaU.S. 
Divers regulator repair technician, a PADI 
Master Scuba Diver Trainer and a Resort 
Specialist. They will visit a hyperbaric 
chamber, learn about marketing and 
sales, compressor repairs, advanced ac- 
cident management, reef awareness and 
ecology, seamanship and boat handling. 
The Triad Program lands grads on their 
feet, the Gold Program gives them a run- 
ning head start! 

JOB PLACEMENT: As Dave Inman, direc- 
tor of training, explained, “If we don’t 
send the dive operators what they need 
we won't be able to find placements for 
our next set of graduates.” Divers 
Unlimited has been placing its graduates 
for years; dive operators respect its repu- 
tation and return time and again for more 
employees. Dive operators are always 
looking for good employees to guide wall 
dives, run night dives, teach photo and 
video and fill tanks. Divers Unlimited can 
connect graduates to the area and size of 
operation they are interested in. Often 
dive instructors have conducted inter- 
views and have jobs lined up prior to 
completing their courses at DU. 

EMPLOYED INSTRUCTORS: Diana, a 


Gold Program graduate who now works 
as a dive instructor in the Florida Keys, 
says the extra certifications and knowl- 
edge she obtained’at DU is what got her 
hired. She enjoys teaching new divers 
about reef awareness. Diana also works 
in the shop, closing sales or booking dive 
charters, using the techniques from the 
sales and marketing classes she had in 
the Gold Program. 

Mike took DU’s Triad and Gold 
Programs and then worked on St. 
Thomas and Puerto Rico, two areas he 
really wanted to dive. Now, five years lat- 
er, he is an IDC staff instructor, back at 
Divers Unlimited. He still remembers the 
first role playing sessions in his IDC and 
how they prepared him for the real world 
of dive instruction. | observed Mike 
teaching an open water course on an af- 
ternoon dive trip. He answered all of the 
students’ questions, took care of a minor 
inflator problem, provided them with con- 
fidence and showed them a good time. 
He enjoys diving for a living. 

Faci.ities: Divers Unlimited has every- 
thing you need to learn about dive shops 
and resorts. It is a complete retail facility 
that stocks everything from O-rings to 
complete dive systems. It also provides 
hydrostatic testing equipment, a state of 
the art equipment repair station, Olympic 
sized pool, complete rental line and a ni- 
trox/compressed air system. Its dive 
boats make trips dally. 


CONCLUSION 

There are many skills required to get 
rewarding positions in diving and Divers 
Unlimited can provide you with them. 
DU’s experience will eliminate wasted 
time and money spent on programs that 
are not geared toward a career in diving. 
When you enter DU’s programs be a 
sponge—soak up the valuable informa- 
tion! With your new background and reli- 
able work you will find a new life as a dive 
professional. 

Contact Divers Unlimited for your in- 
structor training and for dive trips to 
Hollywood’s wrecks and reefs. Call (800) 
289-3488 or (954) 981-0156. You can 
fax DU at (954) 963-5255 or write to 
Divers Unlimited, 6023 Hollywood 
Boulevard, Hollywood, FL 33024. = 





high energy training (left) that instructor candidates receive in real world conditions. 
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System 


BY TY SAWYER 
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 


tis the simplest note that sparks the 

storm of change. Sea Quest has em- 
braced simplicity and delivered an engi- 
neering coup de grace of startling func- 
tionality. The engineers have developed 
a BC with an integrated weight system 
that results in unorecedented freedom of 
movement and significantly reduced 
equipment intrusion. Toes are no longer 
imperiled by dropped lead; you no 
longer need worry about leaping off the 
side of the dive boat only to feel your 
weightbelt slip off. In its most basic 
essence, Sea Quest has made diving 
easier. In doing so, as you will see, Sea 
Quest has made diving safer. 


INTEGRATED WEIGHT SYSTEM 

For any integrated weight system to 
work it needs to function properly and 
safely. After all, the first piece of gear we 
ditch during an emergency is the weight- 
belt. Sea Quest accomplishes this task 
with an ingenious innovation. 

There are three elements involved: 
the ditchable weight pockets, or mod- 
ules, the weight compartments and two 
counterbalancing, non-ditchable weight 
compartments on the back of the BC. 
The weight modules hold up to 10 
pounds each (| found the soft, shot-style 
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lI BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 


Sea Quest 
Quickdraw . ) 


The Freedom of 
Integrated Weight 


Qt 


weights easier to use) and are contoured 
for an ergonomic fit around the waistline. 
The weight modules have two touch-fas- 
tener flaps; one to secure the weight in 
the module itself and the other to attach 
the module to the BC. On the outer flap 
is alarge, bright fluorescent green plastic 
handle. When in place the module’s han- 
dles are positioned low on the hips for a 
quick and easy grab. The non-ditchable 
weight compartments hold up to five 
pounds each (again, secured with touch- 
fastener flaps) bringing the total weight 
capacity to 30 pounds—20 pounds 


The contoured weight mod- 
ules fit snugly into innova- 
tive compartments designed 
for quick ditching and a 
sleek, streamlined profile. 










ditchable; 10 non-ditchable. 

To ditch the weight modules, simply 
pull the green handles forward (like draw- 
ing two six-guns) and let go. That’s it. 
There's no fumbling for the weightbelt 
buckle and opening your BC cummer- 
bund by mistake; no wasted movement; 
no confusion; no getting entangled in 
any other equipment. It is truly the 


WEIGHT DISTRIBUTION MATRIX 


Weight 
Required Non- 
forNeutral Releasable Releasable 
Buoyancy Pockets Pockets 
at Surface Front Rear 
(Ibs.) (Ibs.) (Ibs.) 
<12 All 0 
14 12-14 0-2 
16 12-16 0-4 
18 12-16 2-6 
20 12-16 4-8 
22 12-16 6-10 
24 14-16 8-10 
26 16-18 8-10 
28 18-20 8-10 
30 20 10 








_— 
Dive with Parrots Landing, 
Grand Cayman's most elite dive 
facility, and you can select between 
25 Hotels and Condominiums al 
along the 7-Mile Beach area. 


Choose from 8 boats fo take 
you to Cayman’s magnificent dive 
sites including the North, South & 

West Walls and Stingray City. 


Parrots Landing even offers an all-day 
“3-Tank” boat trip for advanced 
divers who use computers. 

Plus there are caves, grottos and 
a 6000 foot wall just a snorkel 
from our dive shop. 


All packages include free tanks 
for shore diving and a Sunset Sail 
aboard our 60’ Catamaran, so give 
us a call and take your pick! 


DATS ANGI 


GRAND CAYMAN'S WATERSPORTS PARK 


Aare 
DIVING AND SNORKELLING 
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CAYMAN HOTELS 


3Nts SNts 67 Nts 
COCONUTHARBOUR $387 $634 $768 
CAYMAN ISLANDER $380 $622 $865 
HOLIDAYINN $387 $634 $882 
INDIES SUITES $429 $705 $981 
SEAVIEW $273 $444 S616 
SLEEPINN $334 $547 $759 
TREASUREISLAND $368 $603 


Prices are based on double occupancy & include a two tank boat dive everyday except day of arrival and day 
of departure. Unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 


CAYMAN CONDOS 


3Nts 5Nts = 7 Nts 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS $331 $54] $75] 
GRAPETREE/COCOPLUM $321 $524 $728 
LONDON HOUSE $394 $646 $899 
TARQUYNN MANOR $319 $521 $672 
VICTORIA HOUSE $338 $553 $767 

VILLAS OF THEGALLEON $390 $639 $889 


Prices are based on quad occupancy & include a two tank boat dive everyday except day of arrival and day 
of departure. Unlimited shore diving, hotel, gratuities & taxes. 


DIVE BOATS 


WEST WALLS 45° “AMAZON” 
SOUTH WALLS 34’ “MACAW" 
NORTH WALLS 45’ “AFRICAN GREY" 

STINGRAY CITY = 31’ “CONURE” 
COMPUTER DIVING 28° “TOUCAN” 
PRIVATE CHARTERS }— 42° “LORIKEET” 

SAIL/SNORKEL TRIPS 60’ “THE COCKATOO" 


TRANSPORTATION 


Cayman Airways (All 
AIRPORT/CONDO PICKUPS — ‘FREE 
CARRENTALS — from $30/day 
























































Cayman tothe Max 
Sept 5 - Dec 15 


me Boat Dives! ont Mion Air. 


3528 "3005, 


and include tax, grat., airport transfers anda 
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SEA QUEST 
QUICKDRAW 





BC 


fastest ditch in the West (or anywhere, 


for that matter!). 


Most of us won't be ditching weights 
that often (hopefully) but we’ll all be able 
to appreciate the added stability this 
system provides. The front and rear 
symmetry of the weights offset tank ro- 
tation and ensure proper underwater 
balance. On the surface, the weight 
proportions allow for a more vertical, 
heads-up position. The modulés are so 


easy to use that installation can be ac- 
complished either in the water or at the 


surface. 


ed. 


The low profile, jacket-style BC is 
made from tough 420 denier nylon and 
contoured to provide impressive free- 
dom of movement. The single bladder is 
coated with urethane on the inside and 
the design (air on the back and under 


CONSTRUCTION 

The Quickdraw is deceptively simple. 
The sleek, streamlined profile is packed 
with features you'll soon take for grant- 
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Quickdraw Diva 







$450 $440 
420 420 
denier denier 
nylon nylon 


Predator 
$440 


Outside— 
840 denier 
nylon, 
inside— 
420 denier 
nylon 


Infinity 
$420 


420 
denier 
nylon 


Dimension Spectrum 


XP 
$420 


420 
denier 
nylon 


3 
$405 


420 
denier 
nylon 


Dimension 
$375 


420 
denier 
nylon 


Excel 
$365 


420 
denier 
nylon 






the arms) has outstanding buoyancy 
and stability characteristics. The nar- 


ness is plush lined and padded with a 
generous amount of Neutrafoam for a 
comfortable, snug fit. 


The shoulder straps are padded, 
plush lined and double adjustable. Fora 
perfect fit, simply pull down on the D- 


rings or up on the buckle. When the dive 









Spectrum Spectrum 
2 1 













$335 $255 


420 
denier 
nylon 


420 
denier 
nylon 





















Yes, with | Yes, with 


Yes, with 
double 
adjustable 
quick- 
release 
buckle 


Yes, with 
double 
adjustable 
quick- 
release 
buckle 


Yes, with 
double 
adjustable 
quick- 
release 
buckle 


Yes, with 
double 
adjustable 
quick- 
release 
buckle 





Yes, with 
double 
adjustable 
quick- 
release 
buckle 


Yes, with 
double 
adjustable 
quick- 
release 
buckle 











Yes, with 
double 
























Padded 
depth 
compen- 
sating 
waistband 
and float- 
ing chest 
fastener 


Padded 
depth 
compen- 
sating 
waistband 
and float- 
ing chest 
fastener 


Integral, 
padded, 
depth 
compen- 
sating 
harness 







Suspen- 


Padded 
depth 
compen- 
sating 
waistband 
and float- 
ing chest 
fastener 


Padded 
depth 
compen- 
sating 
waistband 




































Inflate/ 
deflate, 
power 
or manual » 


Incorpo- 
rated 

into dump 
valve 


Inflate/ 
deflate, 
power 

or manual 


Incorpo- 
rated 

into dump 
valve 


Inflate/ 
deflate, 
power 

of manual 


Incorpo- 
rated 

into dump 
valve 


Inflate/ 
deflate, 
power 

or manual 


Incorpo- 
rated 

into dump 
valve 


Inflate/ 
deflate, 
power 

or manual 


Incorpo- 
rated 

into dump. 
valve 


Inflate/ 
deflate, 
power 

or manual 


Incorpo- 
rated 

into dump 
valve 
























Two 


Two 


Two, small 
and low 
profile 
flaps 


Expand- 
able 


One 
fold 
down 


Two, 
zippered 





















Contour 
pack with 
traction 
pad 


Contour 
pack with 
traction 
pad 


Contour 
pack with 
traction 
pad 


Contour 
pack with 
traction 
pad 


Contour 
pack with 
traction 
pad 


Contour 
pack with 
traction 
pad 











Fixed 
integral 
with trac- 
tion pad 


























M—28 
ML—31 
L—36 
XL—42 


XS—18 
S—23 
M—28 
ML—31 
[—36 
XL—42 


S—24 
M—28 
ML—28 
L—36 
XL—40 


od 
M-—26 
ML—30 
L—40 
XL—45 
XXL—45 


S—24 
M—28 
L—36 
XL—40 


S—20 
M—30 
ML—30 
L—34 
XL—34 












S23 
M—26 
ML—30 
L—40 
XL—45 


























- |Streamlined, 


Black Spectrum 
Model Diamond 4 
Price § | $575 $490 
Fabric | 840 840 
denier denier 
nylon nylon 
Shoul- | Yes, with Yes, with 
der double double 
Straps jadjustable | adjustable 
quick- quick- 
release release 
buckle buckle 
Waist- | Adjustable | Suspen- 
band |Multiset | sionstrap 
waistband | system, 
padded, 
depth comp- 
ensating 
cummer- 
bund 
Inflator | Inflate/ Inflate/ 
deflate, deflate, 
power power 
ormanual jor manual 
Over- | (ncorpo- Incorpo- 
pres- rated rated 
sure/ |intodump —jintodump 
Dump | valve valve 
Valve | and rear 
Pockets | Three Expand- 
able- 
Back- | Contour Adjustable 
pack =| pack with integral, 
traction with trac- 
pad tion pad 
Sizes/ |S—36 S—23 
Lift M—40 M—26 
(Ibs.) {MiL—40 ML—30 
L—40 {—40 
XL—40 XL—45 
XXL—45 
Colors | Black Black/blue, 
Black/ 
raspberry, 
Black/lime 
Com- | Three Heavy 
ments | dimensional | duty 
bladder. fabric and 
Integral adjustable 
weight sys- j tank cradle. 
tem, holds 
up to 32 
pounds 








dates double 
cylinders, 
Intended for 
use by advan- 
ced/profess- 
ional divers. 


32 SKIN DIVER MARCH 1996 
















double double 
adjustable | adjustable 
quick- quick- 
release release 
buckle buckle 
Padded _| Adjustable 
depth Multiset 
compen- | waistband 
sating and float- 
waistband | ing chest 
and float- | fastener 
ing chest 

fastener 

Inflate/ Inflate/ 
deflate, deflate, 
power power 
ormanual | or manual 
Incorpo- —_| Incorpo- 
rated rated 
intodump | into dump 
valve valve 
Two Two 

low pro- 

file flaps; 

key hook 

Contour | Contour 
pack with | pack with 
traction —_‘| traction 
pad pad 
S—23 XS—18 
M—28 |S—23 
ML—31 |M—28 
L—36 L—31 
XL—42 

Black, Black/ 
Black/blue, | raspberry 
Black/ Black/ 
raspberry | 

Holds 20 | Harness 
pounds of | contours 
releasable | to figure, 
weight: provides 
10 pounds | tank sup- 
of non- port and 
releasable | stability 
weight. without 


eXCeSS 
pressure 
on chest. 
Three 
D-rings, 
gauge 
retainer 
clip 










Black with 
gray/red 
accents 


Low profile, 
single blad- 
der design 
with all 
adjust- 
ments. 
Suitable 

for tough 
conditions 
in warm or 
cold water. 


Black/ 
purple, 
Black/blue 


Low profile, 
single biad- 
der design 


with all 


the extras. 
Suitable 
for both 
warm and 
cold water. 


Black/blue, 
Black/lime 


Back 
mounted 
air cham- 
ber with 
pleats for 
three 
dimen- 
sional 
expansion. 
Low profile 
harness. 
Two small 
pockets. 





Black, 
Biack/blue, 
black/ 





Same as 


Black . 


Back 


Spectrum 4 |mounted 


with lighter 
fabric and 
non- 
adjustable 
tank cradle. 





air cham- 
ber with 
pleats for 
three 
dimen- 
sional 
expansion. 
Low profile 
harness. 
Fold down 
pocket. 


\divers. 


Black, 
Black/blue 


low profile 
design. 
Ideal for 
warm and 
cold water 


















Black/blue/ 
lime, 
Black/ 
raspberry 


Black, 
Blue/blue 




















Sea Quest's 
most 

economical 
model. 


Fully 
featured 
but 
without 
the 
“extras.” 





























is finished, the quick-release buckles 
permit effortless, step away doffing. 

The depth compensating cummer- 
bund is padded and secures witha 
touch-fastener strip. For extra snug- 
ness, there is a floating chest fastener 


with a quick-release buckle. 

All your accessories and 
dangling components can be 
secured for a shipshape and 
tidy profile. The ample pockets 
are lined with mesh for quick 
draining, close securely with 
touch-fasteners and the left 
pocket has a snap hook inside 


_ for your keys. Beneath the right 


pocket is a female quick-release 
buckle attachment and be- 
neath the left pocket is a multi- 
purpose D-ring. There are also 
D-rings on the right shoulder 
harness and the on the front of 
the left pocket for gauge/alter- 
nate air retainers. 


TRIMLINE INFLATOR 

Adding to the clean look is 
the Trimline power inflator. 
Unique to Sea Quest, it features 


_ agroove to secure your LP hose 


for a streamlined fit. A touch-fas- 
tener airway retainer Keeps your 
inflator hose at the front of the 
body, away from obstacles and 
available for instant use. 

There are two ways to vent 
air using the Quickdraw. First is 


the conventional oral inflation/ 


deflation valve; the second, and 
more convenient, is with the 
Versavalve. A gentle tug on the 
inflator hose opens the Ver- 
savalve on the left shoulder, al- 
lowing excess air to vent—near- 
ly effortless. A special design in- 
hibits water from entering the 
BC during the normal venting 
process. The Versavalve also 
vents overpressure automati- 
cally. An optional rear pull 
dump, on the lower left of BC, is 
available for divers who prefer a 
head down descent. 

The blue power inflation but- 
ton is exactly where it needs to 
be—near the mouthpiece, right 
under the natural thumb posi- 
tion when grasping— for easy 
trimming at depth. 








CONTOUR PACK 

Another unique feature of the Sea 
Quest BC line is the contour tank pack 
with traction pad. Raised grooves re- 
duce tank travel and the contoured 
shape cradles the tank for exceptional 
Stability. The hard plastic backpack Is 
ergonomically designed to the fit curve 
of your back and is remarkably com- 
fortable both in and out of the water. 
The tank band is made of nylon web- 
bing and uses a rethreaded touch-fas- 
tener and buckle design for a solid grip. 

For the more adventuresome, the 
Quickdraw can even accommodate 
two tanks with an added, two bolt re- 
taining system. 


CONCLUSION 

With an harmonious combination of 
features, Superior performance, stream- 
lined freedom of movement and the al- 
lure of one less encumbrance, the 
Quickdraw is definitely the way to go. 
Unless, that is, you have an old-fash- 
ioned affection for your weightbelt. | liked 





USER COMMENTS 


Integrated weight system: 
“The integrated weight system is 
definitely the way to go. One less 
worry, tons more comfort and the 
weight release handles are ina 
more natural—thus safer—posi- 
tion for emergencies. | liked this 
BC so much | purchased one.” 

Comfort: “The fit is snug, 
comfortable and streamlined. The 
ergonomic design provides in- 
credible freedom of movement.” 

Con: “The only detail | missed 
was a carrying handle.” 





this BC so much | purchased one and 
happily removed the weightbelt from my 
dive bag. Less is more and Sea Quest 
once again has delivered the goods. 

The Quickdraw is available in black, 
black/blue or black/raspberry in sizes 
small through extra large. The Quickdraw 
is an exceptional value at the suggested 
retail of $450. For more information on 
this innovative product write to Sea 
Quest, 2151 Las Palmas Drive, Carlsbad, 
California 92009 or call (619) 438-1101; 
fax (619) 438-3142. = 











une Designed 


Natural Comfort, 
Natural Class, 
Naturally the Best! 


—_ . ——_ Oe —- —-n 


os 


For Reservations or 
Information Call: 















ge t 


Scuba Diving 


Eco & Adventure Travel 
Call us for our Weekly Specials 


1-800-443-0717 
Fax: 305-666-2292 
internet: bahia@gate.net 


— Bahia Sours 
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Featuring TURKS & Caicos AGGRESSOR, BW/ 





Cr over a decade, 


Aggressor Fleet, the world's 
largest live-aboard operation, 
has helped 30,000 divers 

live their dreams. 


Even dive with the planet's 
#1 underwater explorer, 
Jean-Michel Cousteau! 


pane Cn NN 
2 
i 
i 
t 


There's great value, too. 
Enjoy a week's worth 
of exciting dives, quality 








PROGRAMS WITH THE PROS 


APRIL 
Palau: Church & Waterman 
Truk: Church & Waterman 


MAY 
Bay Islands: Jean-Michel Cousteau Team/ 
Nikonos Adventures 
Belize: Jim Church 
JUNE 
Cayman: Stan Waterman 
Cayman: Jean-Michel Cousteau Team/ 



























Join us for a close encounter 30,000 dive buddies. 
of the leviathan kind. 


And now, with 10 luxury call (800) 348-2628 


accommodations, top-notch 
service and delicious tood--all 
for one very possible price. 





Aggressor Fleet has the 
experience to make your's 
the best. Just ask any of our 





For reservations or a free brochure, 


Nikonos Adventures 
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yachts at 9 top dive 
destinations worldwide, 
the possibilities are endless. 


Discover over 2,000 sea 
creatures from aboard our 
floating resorts, offering 
private cabins with baths, 
hot tubs and photo labs. 
Learn secrets from top photo 
pros, such as Church, Frier, 
Newbert & Waterman. 





All the comforts 
of floating resorts 
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A live-aboard franchising agent 
A full service travel agency 


AGGRESSOR FLEET, LIMITED 
P.O. Drawer K, Morgan City, LA 70381 
fax 504-384-0817 e-Mail divooat@aol.com 
103261.1275@compuserve.com 


OWilson & Associates, Inc. Maui, HI 
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R PHOTO TIPS 


Sidestepping the Pitfalls of 
Fisheye Dome Ports 


7 Ways to Improve Your Extreme Wide Angle veces 











O ne of the p 
great benefits 
of using a 35mm 
SLR in a housing is 
the capability of fish- 
eye or extreme wide 
angle (14 to 18mm) 
ohotography. To use such exotic 
lenses, you will need a fisheye dome 
port—a port with a full 180 degree field of 
view. Fisheye domes expand your capa- 
bilities but can be tricky to operate. Here 
are seven ways to improve your extreme 
wide angle techniques. 

CLEAN DOME INSIDE AND OuT. [he 

fisheye dome can never be too 
clean. Close focus of a fisheye lens tends 
to exaggerate dirt soecks and grease 
smudges. Using a soft cloth, wash the 
outside of the dome with soap and water. 

Clean the inside of the dome with a 
lens brush and compressed air. Clean 
the inside of the camera housing with 
compressed air to remove dirt particles 
that might fall into the dome when your 
camera is pointed down. 

SET EXPOSURE MODE ON MANUAL. 

Auto exposure modes (any of 
them) do not work well with fisheye or 
extreme wide angle lenses because they 
gather too much light from the upper 
part of the picture frame. The result is 
Usually underexposure. 

Set the exposure mode on manual. To 
determine the correct exposure, use an 
independent lightmeter or point the cam- 
era directly at the subject—at point blank 
range. You need to get a reflected light 
reading off the subject, not the ambient 
surface light. 

If you are unsure about the lighting situ- 
ation or your exposure setting, bracket 
your shots with at least one f/stop over- 
exposure and one f/stop underexposure. 

POSITION STROBE SIX INCHES BE- 

HIND HOUSING. Strobe lighting with 
a fisheye dome is tricky because of the 
extreme wide angle coverage of the lens 
(180 degrees) and the dome’s tendency 
to capture and reflect stray light rays. 

Position your strobe(s) at least six 
inches behind the housing. In other 
words, hold your strobe way out to the 
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side and then move it to the rear. This will 
help eliminate hot spots and lens flares in 
what would otherwise be great pictures. 

GET CLOSE, CLOSE, CLOSER. The 

wide angle capability of a fisheye 
lens is truly awesome: It will allow you to 
capture very large subjects at close range. 
The only drawback to this perspective is 
that the fisheye makes subjects appear 
very, very small at normal distances. 

The only way to compensate for this 
optical idiosyncrasy is to get very, very 
close to your Subject. Fill the frame, if 
possible. This need for closeness will of- 
ten mean being amere 12 to 18 inches 
from your subject. 

POSITION SUBJECT IN CENTER OF 

FRAME. Another peculiarity of fish- 
eye lenses is the tendency to distort the 
image at the outer edges of the picture. 
For example, the 16mm f/2.8D AF Fish- 
eye-Nikkor produces curved lines at the 
extreme edges of the picture. 

To avoid distortion of your primary im- 
age, position your subject in the center of 
the picture frame. If at all possible, com- 
pose your picture with the important 
subject matter in the center and open 
water or sand in the outer edges. This 
will reduce distortion to almost nil. 

WATCH YOUR HORIZON. When using 
fisheye or extreme wide angle be 
especially careful about keeping the hori- 


, = J EXT tes PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


For extreme wide angle photographs you 
must get very close to your subject and 
place it in the center of the picture. This 
photo was taken with a Nikon 16mm full 
frame fisheye lens in an Aquatica housing. 


zon straight. In the case of underwater 
photography, the horizon is where the bot- 
tom (reef or sand) meets the open water. 

The slightest tilt of your camera hous- 
ing can cause the horizon to slant ona 
dizzying angle. This is because fisheye 
and extreme wide angle lenses tend to 
exaggerate straight lines. When com- 
posing your picture in the viewfinder, al- 
ways check the horizon just before acti- 
vating the shutter release. 

ADD WEIGHT TO THE HOUSING. Be- 
cause the fisheye dome envelops 

a large bubble of air, it causes the hous- 
ing to float and has a tendency to point 
straight up. To regain neutral buoyancy 
and balance for your housing, you will 
need to add some lead weight (two to 
four pounds). An easy solution to this 
buoyancy problem is to link two ankle 
weights and wrap them around the 
housing (preferably where the dome 
flange connects with the housing front). 

While fisheye domes may sometimes 
feel bulky and awkward to use, they can 
produce spectacular results and help 
make your pictures stand out from the 
Crowd. =6 
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TRAVEL TIPS 





Great Wreck Dives 
in the Caribbean 


Exploring Haunted Houses Under the Sea 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


here is nothing more mysterious or in- 
triguing as exploring a sunken ship. 
History comes alive as you glide along 
passageways, cruise over silent decks 
and peer into shadowy compartments. 
Apparitions appear out of the misty 
depths but they are more likely to be fish 
than ghosts from the past. 
If you are looking for the best wreck 
dives in the Caribbean, try some of these: 
1 RMS RHONE/BRITISH VIRGIN 
ISLANDS: Considered the most 
beautiful shipwreck in the Caribbean, the 
Rhone is five miles from Tortola. A 310 
foot steel hulled steamer that sank ina 
1867 hurricane, she lies on a sloping reef 
with depths ranging from 20 to 80 feet. 
The forward half of the ship is still intact 
and the past 129 years of submersion 
have been kind to her. She is cov- 
ered with a festive array of 
sponges, seafans and heavy ma- 
rine growth—including virtual walls 
of bright Orange Cup Corals. The 
wreck Is loaded with fish and con- 
sidered one of the best night dives in 
the world. 
BIANCA C/GRENADA: Unques- 
tionably the largest intact, div- 
able shipwreck in the Caribbean, this 
593 foot luxury cruise liner burned 
and sank off Grenada in 1961. When 
fire fighting and salvage attempts 
failed, the massive ship plunged to the 
bottom in 160 feet of water. The wreck 
lies one mile offshore, sitting upright with 
a list to starboard. Although the keel is at 
depths beyond safe recreational diving 
limits, visitors can reach her decks at 110 
feet. The wreck is inhabited by a wide va- 
riety of marine life, including large 
groupers, turtles and occasionally, 
Jewfish. This wreck is reserved for experi- 
enced divers, as strong currents fre- 
quently sweep across the mammoth hulk. 
STAVRONIKITA/BARBADOs: Another 
biggie among Caribbean ship- 
wrecks Is the 356 foot Greek freighter 
Stavronikita. Deliberately sunk in 1978 as 
an artificial reef, this Goliath lies one-quar- 
ter mile off the west side of Barbados. 
She sits upright in 130 feet of water, look- 
ing much like a ghost ship still underway. 
The immense wreck Is the equivalent of a 
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35 story skyscraper lying on the bottom. 
The great wreck attracts schools of 
Silversides and jacks, Barracuda, groupers 
and many other forms of marine life. 
SUPERIOR PRODUCER/CURACAO: 
Still another intact shipwreck is a 
200 foot steel freighter that operated be- 
tween Curacao and Venezuela. She sank 
in 1977 while carrying a general cargo of 
clothing, perfume, luggage, wallets and 
liquor. The wreck lies in 100 feet of water, 
at the base of a steep coral slope just out- 
side Willemstad Harbor. It is only 65 feet 
to the top of the wreck and visibility often 
exceeds 100 feet. Like many warm water 
wrecks, the Superior Producer is covered 
with encrusting corals and sponges in 
crimsons, vivid oranges and pastel pinks. 


HitmA HooKER/BONAIRE: Appre- 
hended as a drug smuggler, this 
236 foot steel hulled cargo ship was 
transformed into Bonaire’s first artificial 
reef. She was deliberately sunk in 90 feet 
of water close to a dive site known as 
Angel City. Today, the wreck remains to- 
tally intact, providing an interesting oppor- 
tunity for exploration and photography. 
PRINCE ALBERT/ROATAN: One of 
the nicest shipwrecks in the Bay 
Islands is asmall 144 foot steel hulled 
Panamanian freighter donated by Roatan 
entrepreneur Albert Jackson and convert- 
ed into an artificial reef. She was sunk in 
1985, just off CoCo View Resort, on the 
south side of Roatan. Because the vessel 
sits in the middle of a natural coral chan- 
nel, she attracts numerous pelagics as 

























Wreck diving in 
the Caribbean is a 
feast for the sens- 
es. You can ex- 
plore now silent 
decks and pas- 
| sageways”) and 
| photo opportuni- 
ties are abundant. 





well as Barracuda, jacks and a school of 
Creole Wrasse. 

Oro VERDE/GRAND CAYMAN: Of 

the five wrecks scattered around 
Grand Cayman, the 178 foot steel hulled 
Oro Verde is undoubtedly the most popu- 
lar. She lies one mile directly off Seven 
Mile Beach’s Holiday Inn. The sister ship 
of the U.S.S. Pueblo, the O.V. served in 
WW Il and was subsequently converted 
to an inter-island cargo ship. Deliberately 
sunk in 50 feet as an artificial reef, she is a 
haven for a wide variety of tropical fish. 

For more information about warm wa- 
ter wreck exploration in the Caribbean, 
consult your favorite dive travel special- 
ist or contact those resort dive opera- 
tors and live-aboards advertising in this 
iSSue, => 
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COZUMEL AUSTRALIA 
FIESTA INN PACIFIC STAR 
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e A superb 4-star resort ‘ e Cozumel’ s very best beach 

+ Walking distance to town : satire 7 Webbe panel ae clnsaat ute ei nage dive sites 

° Private beach area | ° 6 dbl. cabins with ensuite baths Hei i sbi 8 I 

e 3-tank diving w/ Dive Paradise e Great Barrier Reet & Coral Sea aE OPH TE ADS). OO ie ert ae 

e Enjoy the luxury of paying less © Weekly from only $1670 bar, daily 2-tank boat diving with Dive 


Palancar, unlimited activities, taxes 
PALAU PACIFIC PLAZA 
| LAS GLORIAS 


e A superb 
5-Star resort 

e Close to town 

e Oceanfront rooms 

e Spectacular ee is 
al a a swimming pool gees e Los Roques - fish filled & actionpacked i 
e Dive with the Resort’s “Splash” e 3-tank boat diving e Aworld-class Caribbean destination 
e A true world-class experience with Dive Paradise e 85 feet of comfort & personalized service fe 
e Palau’s only beachfront resort e Weekly from _ e 6 A/C staterooms w/ensuite baths ¢ 
e Weekly packages from $1150 only $663 e ONLY $1375 weekly 





JIE NTURES WA (206) 441-3483 - FAX (206) 441-5431 
TRAVEL ee 111 Second North, Seattle, WA 98109 
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BY BONNIE J. CARDONE 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY WAYNE HASSON 





/n the not so distant past, we could on- 


BWas}iar-larem\c-1kejam-tse-mal-lareiie] me)mani-10 
laslomaalaiiiiavem=)alevelelaid>la-m)aiiem\ dale liom 
Jarela.ecmme le) |e) aliatcw-laleme)dat-1a@e(-1a174-1a\-me}i 
the deep. Today, however, an entire 
fleet of vessels stands ready to make 


mole lane ihValavemmela-t-lal-mere)nal- mage l- mam E-10 


Aggressor Fleet live-aboards routinely 


(ors ld aVadal=)] me [6 [-ss1ecm com arolalgeleiiial-mulale(-\em 


water adventures around the world. 
Take Humpback Whales for example. 
Every winter they travel to the warm wa- 
ters of Silver Banks, south of the Turks 
re a(om @r-\[ero\sw-larem-lelo]0i mole maali(=maleaiame)| 
1darom Dfoyaatial(or=lalm (=) e16]¢)|(omm enero |U|ammer-\Ve) at 
Yayo i e-t-1 an dai-viga cel 6 lave py Avele mma cel aamani(ore 
January through the first week of March, 
(Or-Te)e-Viamelelir-mece)gel-lam-lalem al>\melg-\w mela) 
the Turks & Caicos Aggressor take 
fo [UL=X<) kM Koos dal twee) O10 Bye [Ul-la-maali(-m-la>t-mce) 
witness the whales’ winter vacation. 
Velie Mmudar-Utomc}le]ahalarercmeor-lamal-Na-) a ol- 
guaranteed, Turks & Caicos Aggressor 
passengers saw Humpbacks 











40 SKIN DIVER MARCH 1996 





on every trip in 1995. Also, 


since the whales pass Provo, © 


West Caicos and French Cay 
on their way to and from 
silver Banks, there is a 
Chance of seeing and 
snorkeling with them on oth- 
er T & C Aggressor trips. 
Then there are sharks. In 
June, July and August, Nurse 
1 aF-1g.comorolaleia-1er-ha-m eh ma al= 
hundreds off French Cay, a 
idiabvmelaliaiar-lelhc-xoMI-it-lalem-volenual-t-1) me) 
West Caicos, accessible only by live- 







































aboard. The mating rituals of these usu- 
ally placid sharks take place in only 
inches of water. Scuba is unnecessary, 
guests view all the activity on snorkel. 
WAVAaTi Cm aatsidiare ml milan) e)ey-\e1.co-lalom Niel acy 
SJarelacom eal Wa elsmiat-mallelalite|aiecmevare MNO] a,c 
and Caicos dive vacation, they aren’t 
the only reason to visit these islands. 
SYolUidal=r-t=] M0) mm Nal-m st-lal-leareiow- ale mare latane)i 
iia(=m DYo}aalialier= lam m{=) 010] e)|(ommiai MUG ccom-lale 
Caicos are a British Crown Colony with 
Pag ole) 0]0)t=\ile)ame) me) a) \vam Wan 01010 mmm Malo wr-|[anc>\p ee 
perature averages /0 to 85°F year- 
round; the water, 78 to 82°F. The Turks 
(oxo) alsi\-] me) me) a(-mi-}f-lalem=|ale mm RO Mer-hY{- oem tals 


Caicos, of six islands and 30 cayes. 


These are flat, arid islands, famed for 
their beautiful white sand beaches. 

Because there are 7 islands and 40 
cayes, the dive sites are numerous. 
Because the islands are sparsely popu- 
lated, these sites are little visited. And, 
the many land masses mean there is al- 
ways a Calm leeside to dive. 

The diving is on walls that start in 40 
Coote (-\-1m0)m\\/-1(-1ar- lace ke] co) oncom nO lOMi-\-)1 
and beyond. The prime sites visited by 
the Turks & Caicos Aggressor include 
Northwest Point, off Provo, West Caicos 
Channel, West Caicos and French Cay. 

Everyone wants to dive with dolphins 
and off Provo you may just get a 
fo; a= |alex-am MalicM cmatom alolagt> me) mule) (omE- mn I(e 
Bottlenose Dolphin. He’s been coming 
into shallow water to interact with peo- 
ple for several years. Now when he 
shows up it’s usually with a pod of other 
fefe)/e)allatse 








Off Provo’s wild Northwest Point, 
there’s a three mile long vertical wall, 
with several exceptional sites. One of 
them, Shark Hotel, offers sharks, 
Eagle Rays, Stingrays and Green and 
Spotted Moray Eels. The wall begins in 
45 to 50 feet of water, plummets toa 
shelf at 80 to 100, then drops again, to 
NV{=1|u oX=\1.0) [0 B=) 00 )amel\Ulale me(-) e)iatce 

Elephant Ear Canyon, off West 
Caicos, features a Turks and Caicos 
Hle[ay-Waela-marelam-lale)aaalelel-mO@la-lale(-m tion 
‘o)at- lala =t-l ate) ole)ale (mam mal-melal-m-lmclomce 
100 feet measures 10% feet in diameter 
rel ao Mismexe)ats}(e(=1¢=10maal-ur-1¢e(-1-]me)al-m le meal>) 
T & C. The sandy area you'll find under 
the boat is home to Garden Eels and 
slolundal-idamelalale |e: \\s-eu =t-le] (=m at: h’ecw-lale, 
reef sharks are often seen off the wall. 

Another West Caicos site, The 
Gullies, offers a passageway that 
drops to 80 feet. Undercuts in the pas- 
sage are home to lobsters and crabs. 
Look for the grouper who likes photog- 
raphers and, off the wall, Eagle Rays 
and turtles. 

The West Caicos Channel offers a 


AGGRESSOR FLEET VESSELS 


Cruise 
Length 


Vessel Length #Divers 


Bay Islands Aggressor Il 
Honduras 


Belize Aggressor lift 
Belize 


Cayman Aggressor Ill 
Cayman Islands 


Galapagos Aggressors Ill 
Ecuador 


Kona Aggressor Il 
Hawaii 


Okeanos Aggressor 
Costa Rica 


Palau Aggressor Il 
Palau 


ig eUg ayes (etlelbate) 4 eilei tes joel bp al"s @ayiiite) & a) oMah al @ fe, ble) #810) ale] pilel oo cells 6 (4 yatprelle shablnl sxe (eibhe ujiailemabe (a) > oualiers © “sain. viiehe 0 


Truk Aggressor Il 
TCLS ELL SLSR ne Re Neeeagebieeas PSOE A! be 
Turks & Caicos Aggressor | ia 
Turks & Caicos 





chance of seeing manta rays and 


HKeoyat>me) m~) ele) ale(-\-maatomlecl| Bolts atcee lace) 
feet. For sure you'll see lots of sponges 
Valo msvanr-\i(-1aaar-lalarcmilicm Olelanzelemant(e lane 
also see reef sharks. 


THE BOAT 
It’s a safe bet that those divers you 
watched on TV in the past, those 
NVaalexsy-m-(ehi>) adel a-tom\zelemer-lam-lanl6]f-1k-e 
‘olrolaimm-Jal(ohvandar-mexe)annce) @e-m cele mall 
aboard an Aggressor Fleet vessel. The 





Turks & Caicos Aggressor is 100 feet 
long, with a 22 foot beam. Her 14 to 16 
leyetstsX=1 0 [=]es¥r=laomreerere) palaaleyel-tk-lem lamcyp.< 
fo (ele) e) (-mer-le)|alsw-1a(e me) a> me [0l-(e MP AN| me) tal> 
cabins are air-conditioned. There are 
two heads with showers on the lower 
level, near the cabins, as well as a head 
o}amntal=me \emel=1e1.@r-lalemaNyemia-ssiaNicclols 
Jato Viclesmelamiar-kelhiom e)(slucelaane 
Between dives guests often 
layst-\o Mie) maar- mee) eme(-1e] qremer-iters 
Sola atom eo \VAcme) a> mearalisyom (ele lare (= 
or enjoy the hottub. There’s 
rel ksYomrs Met- Tale) Ok-xemr-la-t- ce) s 
those who prefer shade. 


NS aa 


*Special cruises, such as those with J-M Cousteau or Jim Church, cost more 


but there are also cruises offered at discount rates—ask when you book! 


Jo [6F-\e|ge)alme) me) 0le)ac-\e Nl =t-(0)(- aa t-\\ ee ae 















































UN alt= 7-)| i=l e) ele) lai <-Ye m= llexexe)arenateatsye 
salon/dining area is also a favorite 
apres dive gathering place. Here, 
fo [Ul=s>) &Weor=TaMvalo\wamere) aelaalsiaert=lihvmearelel> 
movies or their own just shot videos. 
fe ]|ahar=le){-\-Sel-Jar-yohdamal-mellaliale me-lelicx= 
'e)0) |e) 0) mur-\|(e) Wi] alo mciilime)ale)cere|e-\elaciecmce) 
check their work (E-6 slide film is pro- 
cessed daily). 

SVAN ALOhW an Ae) 0pm 0) me) er-FolAvam aren mnaal~ 
Aggressor Fleet motto: “Eat, sleep, 
(o| Vem Ao)0 la |W ar-\-¥-len)e) (ome) e)eleladulaliavmce) 
(Golgi ialvl=Xo Moylan mccle[-m kCry, 








The 100 foot long Turks & Caicos 
Aggressor carries 14 to 16 divers very 
ore)anjcelat-10)\\aum (>) maareliamel Malate Ms | a-t-t-W- lac 
Providenciales, West Caicos and 
French Cay but she travels to Silver 
Banks in the winter to view Humpbacks. 
1-100)" "bu Oe) (0) gi U] ey ekelaleg-t-mel-rece] e-ht-ars| 
wall in the Turks and Caicos Islands. 
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TECHNIFACTS 


Wrecks Revisited and Diving 


omething about 

wrecks. fasci- 
nates divers. What 
kind of wrecks will 
start adrenaline flow- 
ing? The incongruity of an aircraft sitting 
on the ocean bottom might grab some 
divers. The awesome structure of a Su- 
pertanker sitting upright in 150 feet of 
water will leave others wondering just 
where they are. A gaggle of destroyers 
shattered along a rocky shore may at- 
tract ardent wreck divers. Almost any 
kind of wreck will do. Perhaps a visit to 
three wrecks on the same dive? Let 
Peter Jensen tell it as it was. 

Ina recent letter Peter answered some 
questions about the wreck of the Rio de 
la Plata that sank in Acapulco Harbor 
(Technifacts, February 1996). Later in his 
letter he wrote, “l also want to add a few 
points about the seven WW | era flush 





creatures 


about our 5 night/Sday dive package! 


BY E.R. CROSS 


deck, four stack destroyers that went 
aground at Pt. Pedernales, California.” 
The destroyers, seven of the 13 ships of 
Destroyer Squadron Eleven, are known 
as the Honda wrecks. Peter tells us, “The 
wrecks are named for the creek the DDs 
nearly went up without a paddle. The 
smaller point between Pedernales and 
Honda Creek is Honda Point. We call the 
outer rocks of Pedernales ‘destroyer 
rocks.’” Peter added, “The entire area is 
generally nicknamed ‘The Devil's Jaw’ 
owing to the dozen wrecks that are with- 
in one-quarter mile of the coast.” 

Then Peter relived his great wreck dive. 
“| once came across three different major 
wrecks in one dive. First was the 
Japanese tanker Nippon Maru, which 
sank in 1933. Then | continued to the de- 
stroyer Fuller before ending the dive on 
the Woodbury.” The last two wrecks 
were two of the seven destroyers that ran 


along the 900 miles of virgin tropical barrier reef that 
have made Yap legendary in the diving world! Call me today and ask 


—Bill Acker, owner 


Emergencies 


aground in heavy fog. Jensen also pointed 
out that it was the intensive research and 
highly competent diving of the California 
Wreck Divers that relocated the wrecks in 
the late 1970s. Through their articles and 
displays at diving shows, the public and 
academic communities were made aware 
of these long forgotten wrecks. 

Three of the crew of the USS Delphy 
and 20 from the USS Young died in the 
wrecks. There were several attempts to 
salvage the seven vessels. None was 
successful. However, the Navy did re- 
move some material and some was re- 
portedly removed by local residents. Also, 
the military entered into a contract to sell 
all seven wrecks to the highest bidder. 
Bids were opened on November 28, 
1923. Owing to the rapid deterioration of 
the hulls in the pounding surf, there was 
little real salvage. Underwater, a few arti- 

(Continued on Page 43) 
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Manta Ray Bay Hotel & Yap Divers 
Ph: 011-691-350-2300 Fax: 011-691-350-4567/3841 
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WITH THE CAYMAN ISLANDS! 


Let the diving professionals at Bob Soto's Diving make your vacation a memorable experience. Since 1957, we have 
been on the leading edge of resort diving and are proud that our repeat divers rank us Number Qne in friendly, profes- 
sional customer service. Enjoy diving our spectacular walls and plentiful reefs. Experience world-famous Stingray City. 

Let one of our dive travel reservationists assist you in selecting the air-land-dive package that best meets your needs. 
We offer a variety of diving programs and an assortment of hotel and condo accommodations. 

For those looking for special savings, packages including accommodations, 2-tank dives every full day, one night 
dive, unlimited shore diving, airport transfers and round trip airfare on Cayman Airways begin at ONLY S399 p/p 
P.0.B0x1I801 Grand Cayman, B.VWv.I. 
(S09) 949-2022 + Fax(809)949-S73si 
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One minute you’re stepping off the plane and the next 
minute, it seems, you’re stepping into the clearest, warmest 
water in the Caribbean. That’s Sunset House, and that’s why 


divers have been coming back “ou Le ve th, tn, 4 4a ioe, 


again and again since1958. Back 


f 
then, when Hebe Connors first opened her little hotel Lu Cant boat Gasel House. 


on the west shore of Grand Cayman, she had the pick of 


the Island’s prime shorediving sites. And she chose well; 





Sunset House is just five minutes from town with a teeming reef 
that starts right at the water’s edge and a front row view of the 
setting sun. Other hotels simply can’t match it. Of course, things 
are a touch more sophisticated these days. Along with a fleet 
of seven custom-built CUA 
dive boats you’|| GRAND CAYMAN’S SU LTO 5S 
now find 59 rooms, a dive shop, a boutique, a restaurant 
and what many locals say is the Island’s best bar. Plus, Cathy 
Church’s world-famous Photo Center is at Sunset House. 
So check-in with us for an unbeatable dive vacation. Call 
1-800 854 4767 or 809 949 7111 (8am - 5pm EST). Or write 
Sunset House, PO Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI. CIW"A. 


Circle #438 on Reader Service Card 





TECHNIFACTS 
(Continued from Page 42) 


facts remain. Some are found by alert 
divers who plan their dives to avoid heavy 
surf. Mostly, the seven wrecked DDs 
have simply disappeared under the 
crashing surf and shifting sands. Topside, 
a few pieces of metal that were once the 
frames, part of the keel or other strength 
members of the USS Chauncey may still 
be found. This vessel was driven quite far 
up onto the rocky shore. 

The small tanker Tampico was another 
West Coast wreck that went aground. 
This one is about 90 miles south of 
Ensenada, Mexico. In answer to a ques- 
tion from another Technifacts reader, the 
Tampico has simply disappeared. | be- 
lieve she grounded in 1956 or so. She was 
Still intact and blocking the small bay when 
| visited her about six weeks after ground- 
ing. However, shortly afterward she was 
stripped by metal scavengers. Then she 
began to break up and disappeared with- 
inayear. The bow section was torn off, 
smashed higher onto the rocky shore and 
then dragged back into deeper water, 
where it disintegrated in the breakers. 

For many years the bay, which was in- 
undated by the cargo of diesel when the 
Tampico grounded, served as an envi- 
ronmental study site. When | visited the 
wreck a few days after the cargo spilled, 
oily sludge, dead and dying marine life, 
both flora and fauna, smeared the bot- 
tom of the bay and the shoreline. The 
polluted area was nearly untouched by 
human hands. The only clean up was by 
natural environmental action. Within two 
years, the area was again host to a great 
deal of marine life, including some new 
species and greater abundance of old life 
forms. Only two or three of the original 
species failed to return to the bay. 


STORMS AND WRECKS 

A few months ago | asked divers to take 

a look at their favorite wrecks and let me 
know what stormy weather had done to 
them. Kenneth Moffat had made two 
dives on the wreck of the Aeolus; one in 
July 1989 and another in June 1990. The 
wreck lies off the coast of North Carolina 
in about 110 feet of water. Kenneth ad- 
vised, “I believe she is 260 feet long, but 
you should research the data for accurate 
information.” Between his two dives 
Hurricane Hugo trashed the area. 
Kenneth continued, “On the July 1989 
dive, the wreck was lying on her side with 
her decks perpendicular to the ocean bot- 
tom. Hugo reached down more than 100 
feet...and wrenched the vessel back to- 
ward an upright position. The...vessel now 
rests at a 45 degree angle to the surface.” 
Wave forms operate in deep elliptical 
(Continued on Page 108) 





Dive in surroundings that will excite and stir the imagination. 
Explore the coral reefs with qualified dive professionals to guide 
and assist you. And, on land, the finest accommodations in the 

many and varied Sunset facilities from the most comfortable 

to pampered luxury...All on a Caribbean island abounding 
with native beauty, wildlife, a National Park, plus fine dining, 
entertainment and sporting activities from horseback riding, 
snorkeling, trail biking and so much more to satisfy the most 
discriminating of vacationers. Enjoy unbeatable weather in this 
southernmost island destination below the hurricane belt. 
Ask anyone who’s been to Bonaire why they keep coming back! 
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Price Includes: 

Roundtrip airfare from Miami to Bonaire 
U.S. Departure Tax ¢ U.S. Federal Taxes 
Hotel Transfers e Welcome cocktail 
Map of Bonaire ° Bonaire Poster ° Breakfast 
buffet daily except morning of departure 
Six days of diving e One 1-tank guided boat 
dive per day One night boat dive per stay 
Unlimited airfills for shore diving 
Use of tanks, weights and weightbelt 
All service charges and taxes 
’ Discounts on Budget Car Rentals 
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Wed. direct flight departures only. 
7 Nights, valid 4/16/96—1 2/15/96. 
For travel other days of the 
week Add $70 ¢ For Non-Diving 
Companion Deduct $200 « 
Upgrade to 12 Boat Dive Package 
Add $80 ¢ Saturday Air Add-on 
from Atlanta $175 per person 
¢ Call for our low rates from your 
home city. Certain restrictions and 
blackout periods apply. Not 
included: Bonaire Departure Tax 
and $10 Marine Park Fee. 


(tiradonna 


(Laribbean Gours 


Scuba Diving Travel Specialists 
PO. Box 3299/Longwood, FL 32779 
407-774-9000/FAX 407-682-6000 
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ish! All around us were schools of fish, 

more than several hundred by my 
count. Everything from fat Bermuda 
Chubs and Yellowtails to clusters of 
grunts, Snappers and passing Horse-eye 
Jacks. No wonder this spot is called Fish 
Reef, one of the “fishiest” dive sites on 
Grand Cayman's west side. 

Because it features a large, flattopped 
formation that rises 25 feet from the bot- 
tom and stops 35 feet from the surface, 
this site is also fittingly known as La 
Mesa, meaning table. 

The Cayman Islands’ reputation as an 
excellent vacation dive destination is cer- 
tainly well deserved. How could it not be, 
with such a plenitude of sites (some 30 off 
the side alone)? The sites range from reefs 
that sport sours and grooves forming deep 
valleys and tunnels, to drop-offs with in- 
credible vertical plunges. And, no matter 
where you dive there’s always plenty of 
marine life. It may be a pair of colorful 
Banded Coral Shrimp, a pair of passing 
Eagle Rays or a school of inquisitive Horse- 
eye Jacks. Add to that clear blue waters 
(visibility rarely falls short of 100 feet, even 
when it’s windy) and it’s no wonder travel- 
ers come from far away to visit. 

As long as there is sport diving, divers 
will go to the Cayman Islands. Some go 
to get away from it all, while others go to 
get it all in. If you choose Seven Mile 
Beach to find the excitement, you’ve cho- 
sen well. If anything represents the flavor 
and zeal of a modern island it is Seven 
Mile Beach. With its wide assortment of 
hotels, condos, shopping areas, restau- 
rants, nightclubs and watersport opera- 
tions, all lining one of the most beautiful 
white sand beaches in the Caribbean, 
you can’t go wrong. 

Furthermore, Seven Mile Beach puts 
the diving right at your doorstep (on aver- 
age, a 10 to 15 minute boat ride away). It 
also effectively places you on the leeward 
side of the island, which is generally pro- 
tected from prevailing trade winds and 
thus is usually flat calm year-round. 

When dive shops began to pop up 
along Seven Mile Beach some 11 to 12 
years ago, one of the few operations to 
realize how good the diving is on the West 
Wall was Don Foster’s. Although it’s a big 
operation, Foster’s main facility is a single 
story wooden building overlooking a 
prime tract of Seven Mile Beach. Having a 
beachhead advantage, Foster’s is able to 
concentrate the bulk of its fleet, four large, 
custom flattops, to servicing the west 
side. Keeping things simple, it has only 
one satellite location, also beachfront, at 
the Radisson Hotel. A mere 200 yards 
down the beach, this second operation 
effectively augments the principal beach 
departure point. 

The trio of 52 footers, Cayman Star, 
Cayman Sun and Cayman Sea, are the 
most active players. One of the nicest 
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things about diving from flattops of this 
size is the copious deck space, even 
when the number of divers maxes out at 
25 (although the boats seldom take more 
than 20). Should Foster’s need to accom- 
modate a big dive group, it will utilize the 
largest member of its West Wall fleet, Skin 
Diver. Sixty-five feet long, it is the King 
Kong of flattops and can easily handle 25 
to 35 divers. Because of its size, Skin 
Diver will, on occasion, also function as an 
all around dive boat, visiting both North 


- 


Dive instructor, Becky 

«\ Witty, surveys a school 
of Bluestriped Grunts 
(Haemulon sciurus) 

rae Boys] (0) gM Ol ale) (or= 
(Haemulon parra) 

at Fish Reef. 





and South Wall sites, in addition to the 
West Wall. 


THE WEST WALL 

seven Mile Beach offers some of the 
most convenient diving imaginable. Don 
Foster’s boats depart the headquarters at 
9:30 each morning, make one or two 
beach pick-ups (at the Radisson and/or 
one of the condos). As a rule, check-in is 
30 minutes before scheduled departure 
times. From the beach it’s an easy 10 to 


‘ 
- 
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Grand Cayman 


20 minute ride to a West Wall site, which 
will be followed by a second dive ona 
shallow reef. 

Each time | have dived with Foster’s its 
staff has exhibited a high level of enthusi- 
asm, while both showing guests many of 
the reefs and critters, sharing jokes and 
passing time between dives. All dive pro- 
files are determined by the captain and/or 
divemaster on board. However, buddy 
pairs using computers are sometimes 
granted a few extra minutes, provided 













Left: Don Foster’s beach- 
side dive shop at the 
Radisson. Below: A Tiger 
Grouper patiently under- 
goes cleaning by gobies. 





Putting Grand Cayman's Great 
Diving at your Fin Tips 


ae TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY WALT STEARNS 






The Radisson Resart or 
Seven. Mile Beach offers _; 
| every imaginable amenity. . 


they follow Cayman Islands Watersports 
Operators Association safe diving rules, 
which includes no decompression diving 
and a maximum depth of 100 feet. Several 
of Don Foster’s best West Side sites are 
Orange Canyon, Big Tunnels, Trinity 
Caves and Sand Chute. 

As the name implies, Sand Chute is a 
large, white sand bottom canyon severing 
the edge of a cascading drop-off. The 
sand is so white, it has often been com- 
pared to snow. It was once used as a 










backdrop for a dive travel poster titled “Ski 
Cayman.” The drop-off is laden with clus- 
ters of vibrant sponges, which are inter- 
laced with thickets of Deepwater Gor- 
gonians. It sustains a good aggregation of 
reef fish. Not far from Sand Chute is 
Trinity Caves, with several large, winding 
caves and alleyways to explore anda 
reef with ample collections of colorful 
sponges and small fish. 
be If two dives a day are not 
me §6enough, Foster’s also offers a 
Fa choice between a single tank 
trip to a Shallow west side reef 
or Stingray City at 2:45 pm. 
Night dives, every Monday and 
Thursday, are scheduled before sunset 
to allow for acclimation to the dark. 
Foster's is more than happy to arrange 
additional nights during the week for 
groups of six or more. 

Among the more popular choices for a 
shallow dive, especially for a visiting diver’s 
first time, is the Oro Verde. While the hulk 
of this 184 foot freighter is not much to look 
at, resting on the bottom at 60 feet it hosts 
a sizable aggregation of fish. Residents in- 
clude Horse-eye Jacks, snappers and 
grunts as well as several dozen pugnacious 
Yellowtails, Bermuda Chubs and a few 
adult French and Gray Angels looking for 
hand-outs. If you’re going try fish feeding, 
be careful. The voracious Yellowtails and 
chubs are known as “Cayman Piranhas!” 


THE NORTH WALL 

When it comes to walls, few are as leg- 
endary as Grand Cayman’s North Wall. 
The perilous drop starts around 55 to 60 
feet and several of the vertical plummets 
feature series upon series of deep sand 
chutes, ravines and tunnels that exit on the 
open void. There is a lot to be said for 
cruising the edge of the wall in the hope 
that something interesting might rise from 
the depths or just for the sensation of 
hanging out on the edge of the blue. 

Although the Skin Diver is sometimes 
brought around to dive the North Wall, 
Foster’s principal boat for that duty is the 
Pro 42 jetboat, Cayman Wall. While it can 
carry 20 divers, this boat seldom leaves 
the dock with more than 16. Part of the 
morning two tank itinerary, North Wall will 
cover a choice of spots from West Gate 
all the way to Andy’s Wall. Many of the 
sites in between include Lemon Wall, 
Black Forest, Chinese Wall, Leslie’s 
Curl and Tarpon Alley. There's also 
Gale’s Mountain, identified by a massive 
hill of coral rising 20 feet from the top of a 
wall and stopping 50 feet below the sur- 
face. The base is nearly encircled by a 
deep narrow ravine with several side 
channels leading off into a network of 
winding canyons and splits through the 
wall. Not far from it is Grand Canyon, a 
huge horseshoe that bisects a tall, 150 


(Continued on next Page) 
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THE BELIZE 
YACHT CLUB & 
GAZ’S BELIZE 
DIVE CENTER 


The Belize Yacht Club is located on 
Ambergris Caye and features the Splash 
Bar with breakfast buffet, full service 
marina, fresh-water pool, a fully- 
equipped gym and suites with kitchens, 
A/C and private balconies. Gaz’s Belize 
Dive Center is a full service facility 
offering PADI instruction, local barrier 
reef diving, one-day and overnight trips 
to Lighthouse, Turneffe and the Blue 
Hole aboard the 55 ft. Manta IV. 


Coming in 1996... 
Full Restaurant & 
I tau Wilollintu 





Call for Hotel/ 


Dive Packages 


800-938-0860 


U.S. Ph: 305-772-0886 
Fax: 305-772-0737 
Belize Phone: 
011-501-26-2797 

Fax: 011-501-26-2892 
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DON FOSTER’S DIVE 
CAYMAN 


foot wide rampart of coral on the edge of 
a steep drop-off. 

Of course, this intense underwater ge- 
ography is only the half of it. Eagle Ray 
Pass is one of the more consistent pro- 
ducers for big fish. Named for its Eagle 
Rays, the spot features a series of deep, 
winding cuts and tunnels perforating the 
summit of the wall. The most notable char- 
acteristic is a large tunnel that begins at the 
base of a wide, sandy V-shaped basin, 
dropping 45 degrees clean through to the 
outside at a depth of 120 feet. The site is 
also frequented by groupers, Permit, 
Tarpon and African Pompano. 

The area also has several excellent 
shallow sites such as White Stroke 
Canyon and Andy’s Reef 


THE SOUTH SIDE 

On days when the weather is less than 
ideal for diving the North or West Wall, 
Foster’s will go to the South Side, which 
offers excellent wall diving. This side of 
the island is not regularly visited. Starting 
slightly deeper on the average (60 to 70 
feet) than those on the north side, the 
sites are dominated by deep fissures and 
ravines. Large pinnacles protrude from 
the edge of several walls. Favorites with 
Foster’s include Hole in the Wall, 
Ron’s Wall and Palace Pinnacles, 
which features three towers of coral that 
rise from the bottom edge of three large, 
separate sand chutes. Covering the 40 
foot high vertical structure is an array of 
sponges and Deepwater Gorgonians. 

If you're into exploring huge chasms 
and swim-throughs in shallow water, the 
South Side is the best place. However, 
the valleys here are 15 to 30 feet deep, 
bottoming out in the sand at depths of 45 
to 50, even 60 feet in a few places. 
Adding to the stately profile, the upper 
ridge is fixed predominantly with stands 
of Elkhorn Corals. These shallow sites in- 
clude Red Bay Caves, Japanese 
Gardens, Oriental Gardens, Tin City 
and Spotts Caves. 


THE BEST OF THE CAYMANS 

Having the ability to experience two is- 
lands makes dive travel all that much 
richer. When the good people at Don 
Foster’s put together a one week, two is- 
land package, they were a little surprised 
by the response. Owing to its new found 
popularity, Foster’s has decided to con- 
tinue with the concept. 

The Best of the Caymans one week 
package begins with a four night stay on 
Seven Mile Beach at your choice of either 
the Plantation Village Resort or the 
Radisson Hotel. On Grand Cayman, 
guests are treated to three morning trips 





with Foster’s, giving them a total of six 
dives. More dives can be added at the 
regular daily rate. Following this, guests 
are flown to Little Cayman via Island Air for 
a three night stay at Little Cayman Beach 
Resort. Here, guests are treated to six 
dives over a two day period (two tank 
morning, one tank afternoon trips). Meals 
and accommodations are also included. 
The package also covers all government 
taxes and service charges on accommo- 
dations, as well as service charges on all 
meals at Little Cayman Beach Resort. The 
only difference from the 1995 package is 
a Slight rate increase. All in all, it’s a pretty 
nifty little deal. 





Don Foster’s guests can take advantage 
of dive/lodging packages and many 
amenities at Sleep Inn on Grand Cayman. 


Don Foster's also offers a wide range of 
additional dive vacation packages 
throughout the year, in conjunction with 
several hotels and condos on Grand 
Cayman. One of the better values is with 
the Sleep Inn, a franchise of Choice Hotels 
International, which includes the Comfort, 
Quality and Clarion Inn chain. The hotel 
has a large pool, heated spa and sundeck, 
complete with bar and grill overlooking the 
pool. As an added service to help its 
guests get the day started right, the Sleep 
Inn sets out a large pot of fresh brewed 
coffee, donuts and/or cinnamon/raisin 
bread from 6:30 to 8:00 am. 

Several of the packages can also in- 
clude a rental car. To make trip planning 
easy, Don Foster’s U.S. reservations of- 
fice in Dallas, Texas can arrange flights 
with either Grand Cayman's flag carrier, 





Cayman Airways, out of Miami, Tampa, 
Atlanta and Houston, or one of several 
other international carriers that service 
the Cayman Islands. With enough ad- 
vance notice, Fosters can book a pri- 
vate charter for groups opting to fly 
through Dallas. For more information 
contact Don Foster’s reservations office 
at (800) 83-DIVER or (214) 722-2535; 
(214) 722-6511 (fax), = 

















a eee ea Our NEW dedicated dive resort is located on the 
— | beach in Northern Ambergris Caye, far enough 
my for rest and relaxation and close enough to go 
Co — | into town for the day or evening. Our resort is 

3 outfitted with a NEW freshwater pool, NEW 
splitted N NEW tanks, NEW boats, NEW everything. 


Your all inclusive week of meals, room and diving will fake you 
to the best diving in Belize. During your week you will dive the barrier reef 
of Belize, the Lighthouse reef atoll, the Blue Hole and the Turneffe atoll. 


PADI5 Star Dive Center 
Experience the easy life of diving at 


THE GAYE-— 


BEACH AND DIVE RESORT 
Call 1-800-938-0860 


or fax Belize direct at 50 1-26-3602 
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e Private 12-Acre Island With Tropical 
Mahogany Cabanas On Glover’s Atoll 

e Modern, Comfortable Dive & Fishing Boats 

e Last Frontier of Unspoiled Dive Sites 

e Bar & Restaurant Over Pier 

e New 48’ Fast Boat -“Pelagic” 


Call Heidi for latest information on Dive Packages 


1-800-326-1724 


Ph: 011-501-23-2767 ¢ Fax: 011-501-23-2764 
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PLACENCIA, SOUTHERN BELIZE 


Enjoy Diving 400 Square Miles Of 
Uns poiled Untouched Reefs 


e Explore Jungles & Maya Ruins 

¢ Ten Caribbean sculpted domes 
e Pro 42 custom dive boat 

™ @ Dive shop, kayaks and more 


Sunny blue skies, tropical trade-winds, palm thatched 
cabanas, the second largest barrier reef in the world 
and fully staffed and equipped dive center are all just 
part of what makes Ramon’s Village one of the most 
unique vacation spots in the world. 


Come and Enjoy the Magic of Ramon’s Village. 


For reservations or information call: 


1-800-MAGIC 15 


Ph: 601-649-1990 © FAX: 601-649-1996 


e E-6 processing on premises 


1-800-747-1381 


FAX: US 504- 464-0325 « FAX: BELIZE 011-501-6-23240 
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Solomons Ghazala “Explorer Red Sea 


Telita Papua New Guinea ‘Oilikiké 
| /Sudan 





Author of: 
Great Reefs 
Coral Kingdoms 
The Undersea Predators 
Diving Guide to Australia 


Point & click in your home or office to 
See & Sea Travel’s Divers’ world-wide 
information system with photos in full 

color. The serious diver’s ultimate on 








line resource! Home page at: | 
| ‘ : yaapthar sd Diver's Guide to the 
http://www. divxprt.com/see&sea Cari Roessler Cayman Islands 
| Author/Photographer ai 
WERE MELE 


live-aboard diving!’ 
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The world’s best live-aboards in: 


Bahamas ¢ Bay Islands ¢ Belize 
Borneo °@ Eritrea/RedSea 
Great White Sharks ¢ Maldives 


Malpelo « New Guinea's Coral Sea 50 FRANCISCO ST., TE 205 
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Palau * Rowley Shoals SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94133 
Saba + Turks & Caicos TELEPHONE 415.434.3400 
Whale Shark Expedition © Yap FAX 415.434.3409 


and more! CALL THE DIVE EXPERTS 1-° 800 ° 











CATHY CHURCH 
SUPER COURSE 
(Continued from Page 9) 


the water in a systematic approach to en- 
sure everyone realizes his/her best po- 
tential. In logical fashion she covers ambi- 
ent light, flash fill, close-up, wide angle, 
multiple strobes and, of course, buoyan- 
cy and balance underwater with a cam- 
era. In addition to students using Nikonos 
cameras | thru V, Cathy also teaches 
those with the Nikonos RS, Sea & Sea 
systems and housed cameras. 

The service Is incredible—your scuba 


gear is carried to and from the boat for 
you. During the daily three hour dive you 
simply swim to the stern of the boat, 
where a dry photo instructor will change 
film, lens or batteries while two other in- 
structors Change your tank and offer you 
marvelous snacks of fruit, candy, Cook- 
ies and soft drinks. Cathy and another in- 
structor are in the water with the group, 
helping with camera settings, critters, 
posing or whatever is needed. 

On close-up day Herb brings his 
tame angelfish right into your Close-up 
Outfit framer for a stunning portrait. On 
the grotto dive, Cathy takes you to the 


DIVERS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 


THE CUTTING EDGE 


...in Commercial Diving 
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FOR MORE THAN A QUARTER OF A CENTURY WE HAVE PROVIDED 
A COMPREHENSIVE TRAINING PROGRAM. U/W WELDING & 
BURNING, HAZ-MAT, NDT INSPECTION, U/W TV, PHOTO & ROV 
HOT WATER SYSTEMS & HYDRAULIC TOOLS, AND RIGGING 


e OQpenwater deep dives 

e Natural work environment 

e Use of current equipment 

e Eligible institution under 
Federal financial aid program 

e Approved for V.A. assistance 

e Job placement assistance 


CALL TODAY FOR YOUR CAREER PACKAGE 





1-800-654-8377 


U.Sand 
Canada 





In Seattle, WA. (206) 7835-5542 
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very same light beam that is the topic of 
her signature print “Devil’s Grotto.” On 
the wall dive they will help you with 
many subjects that Cathy herself has 
immortalized. 

And, at just the right moment, in be- 
tween all the serious stuff, you'll find your- 
self enjoying a laugh. Don’t worry if Herb 
sets you up with some strange creatures 
for your class portrait or if you’re caught 
napping on the boat after a long dive. It all 
comes out in the fun on graduation night, 
following a beautiful student slide show. 
Cathy balances the emphasis on learning 
more and getting great photos with hav- 
ing a wonderful vacation. 


WHY TAKE A PHOTO COURSE? 

There are plenty of reasons for taking a 
Cathy Church course but the most obvi- 
ous Is that it is the fastest and easiest 
way to become a good underwater pho- 
tographer. You can learn from Cathy’s 
30 years of experience and avoid much 
of the frustration and expense of trial and 
error learning. 

The biggest reason for Cathy’s high 
repeat rate is this style of diving allows 
photographers an unprecedented free- 
dom to spend literally hours contemplat- 
ing their pictures without the worry of 
rushing back to the boat. With no limit on 
the number of tanks you can use, even 
fast breathers get plenty of bottom time. 


MULTI-LEVEL TRAINING 

Amazing as it may sound, the courses 
are designed for any level of interest, you 
need only be a certified diver. Time is de- 
voted to each group: beginner, intermedi- 
ate and advanced. Each person sets 
his/her own goals. A beginner may be 
happy just bringing the camera back 
without losing it; the advanced photogra- 
pher will want to take the finest photo ever 
seen! Each level is resoected and encour- 
aged. There are no demands on the stu- 
dents except that they have a good time. 

Each day starts with critiques and 
equipment set up. At 10:00 am the 
Sunset Divers’ boat leaves right from the 
nearby slioway for a short trip to the dive 
site. Divers step into the water, their 
cameras are handed to them and they 
drop to the reef below—no long swims, 
strong currents or wild surge, just quiet, 
warm water and few distractions to dis- 
turbo the creative process. 

After a long dive, a short boat ride and 
a good lunch, the afternoon lecture and 
slide show cover the topics for the next 
day of diving. The schedule includes two 
free afternoons, a night dive, two wall 
dives and, of course, Stingray City. 


WORLDWIDE PHOTO TRIPS 

The Super Course is not the only way 
Cathy can help you have fun with under- 
water photography. Cathy and husband 








eee 
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in the Coral Sea. cic = 


“Experience Australia’s best action dives, like 
Scuba Zoo and the Yongala Wreck, or just glide along 
with thousands of tropical fish in a shallow lagoon.” 
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See you down under! 
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CATHY CHURCH 
SUPER COURSE 


Herb can escort you to exotic destinations 
in the South Pacific, too. They do all the 
planning and keep you smiling as well. 
You can join them in the Solomon Islands 
on the Bilikiki April 2 to 18, 1996. Don’t 
worry if you can’t make this trip, these 
trios have been so successful more have 
already been scheduled for 1997. There 
are also Fiji trios on the Matagi Princess 
from April 11 to 25 and April 20 to May 2. 
Cathy and Herb also have two Truk trips 
and two Palau trips from mid October 
through mid November 1996. 

Cathy and Herb enjoy traveling with 
people who are fun to be with, so all 
friendly people, photographers and non- 
photographers, are welcome to join them. 

Cathy helps everyone during her trips 
with everything from emergency repairs 
to exposure questions. Underwater, she 
will even put her own camera aside to 
make sure everyone gets a good oppor- 
tunity to see and photograph any special 
creatures found. On the Bilikiki tours she 
gives a free five day photo course that in- 
cludes daily lectures, critiques and helo 
in the water. Herb manages all the travel 
arrangements, baggage and, of course, 
the social calendar. Herb and Cathy think 
nothing of taking the entire group out for 
dinner and drinks. They do lots of the lit- 
tle things that make a trip special, such 
as giving T-shirts to the guests and the 
crew, bringing party favors for birthdays 
and sending out group photos after the 
trip. No one makes being a tour leader 
such a complete profession. 


HOW TO GET THERE 

As for traveling to Grand Cayman, this 
charming resort Mecca offers incredibly 
easy access from the U.S. A number of 
well known airlines offer nonstop flights to 
Grand Cayman from such U.S. gateway 
cities as Miami, Tampa, Orlando, Atlanta 
and Houston. For more information about 
specific flignts and seat availability call 
Cayman Airways at (800) 422-9626. 

For more information about this year’s 
photo courses, contact Cathy Church, 
Sunset Underwater Photo Centre, P.O. 
Box 479, Grand Cayman, BWI or call (809) 
949-7415 or (809) 949-9770 (fax). => 


RECREATIONAL 
REBREATHERS 
(Continued from Page 17) 


The rebreather course takes three to 
four days, which includes classroom lec- 
tures, slide presentations, a swimming 
pool introduction and finally, oben water 
training sessions on a coral reef. Training 








classes are kept to small groups of two 
to six students, ensuring personalized at- 
tention. The full course runs about $300 
to $500, including boat trips. 

My instructor was Rob Palmer, an affa- 
ble Brit who is one the key architects of 
TDI programs and the co-author of the 
Semi-Closed Circuit Rebreather course. 
As a book author, lecturer and underwa- 
ter cave explorer, Rob brings an enor- 
mous amount of knowledge and experi- 
ence to the classroom. He is an instruc- 
tor’s instructor. And, we quickly learned 
the dos and don'ts of rebreather diving. 

The first thing you learn is that nitrox 
was designed as a breathing gas for 
shallow water diving. Its safe diving limits 
are the same as recreation scuba—from 
the surface to 115 feet. In fact, its great- 
est benefits are achieved at 30 to 60 feet. 

The next thing you learn is that nitrox is 
a very flexible breathing gas, with various 
oxygen/nitrogen mixtures for specific 
depth ranges. The Atlantis | rebreather 
can be set up to use four different mix- 
tures: 32, 40, 50 or 60 percent oxygen. 
For example, you would use a 32 percent 
oxygen mix for a wall dive to 100 feet; a 
4O percent mix if you were making a coral 
reef dive to 60 feet. 

You also discover that nitrox is a very 
safe breathing gas—as long as you don't 
exceed the prescribed depth limits. The 
lesser percentage of nitrogen means less 
less chance of getting bent. If you wish to 
be extra, extra safe, you dive nitrox while 
using air tables or a computer designed 
for use with compressed air. 

Perhaps the most important pointyou 
learn is that today’s rebreather training 
courses are product specific. 
Rebreather designs are so radically dif- 
ferent that you must be trained to oper- 
ate the specific make and model you in- 
tend to use. Unlike recreational scuba, 
there is no standardization of products 
or components. 

Much of the course is devoted to the 
disassembly, reassembly, maintenance, 
filling and systems check of the Atlantis I. 
You discover a whole new list of buzz 
words, such as scrubber, channeling, 
counterlung, bailout cylinder and gas 
dwell time. 


HOW IT FEELS 

Your first few dives with a rebreather 
are almost indescribable. It feels weird 
and wonderful—all at the same time. 
One thing is certain, rebreather diving 
feels entirely different than recreational 
scuba. It’s like night and day. 

The very first thing you notice is the ut- 
ter silence around you. The familiar rum- 
ble of air bubbles is completely gone. 
There is almost a hush over the coral reef 
and you become aware of your breath- 
ing. You feel as if you are in a closet or 
small soace—with only the sound of your 
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Our friendly and professional staff will 
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You won't find a better diving value. We teks an exciting package 
at about half the cost of most other live-aboard dive trips. We include: 
© food © beverages (soda, beer, wine & rum drinks) 
© accommodations © tanks © weight belts 
On atypical trip to the Bahamas you will be able to it 
e 3 dives a day © island exploration ¢ fishing sailing 
e shell collecting © out island nightlife © lobster hunts 
© virgin diving © lazy days 
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Toll Free (800) 327-9600 © (305) 888-1226 © Fax (305) 884-4214 


RECREATIONAL 
REBREATHERS 


breathing to keep you company. 

The next conscious thought is that 
you're invisible. The fish don’t seem to 
care that you are on their reef. Nothing 
runs away from you. Ordinarily timid fish 
swim right up to your facemask. You 
start thinking, “Wow, this is going to be 
great for underwater photography!” Even 
when the rebreather vents a small trickle 
of bubbles, it sounds entirely different 
(and less noisy) than scuba. 

As you become more accustomed to 
the rebreather, you discover the Atlantis | 
is NO more cumbersome than a standard 
scuba tank. In fact, it feels better bal- 
anced and seems to create less drag 
than conventional scuba. 

There is no noticeable change in 
buoyancy as you inhale or exhale, pri- 
marily because the volume of breathing 
gas is passing back and forth between 
your lungs and the breathing bag. As 
mentioned earlier, it feels weird, but 
wondertul. 

There are, of course, some noticeable 
differences between open circuit scuba 
and arebreather. You must descend 
slowly to allow the breathing bag to in- 
flate fully. It only takes a few seconds, 
since there is a second stage demand 
valve inside the breathing bag. 

The same is true during ascent. You 
go slowly to allow the rebreather time to 
vent gas from the expanding breathing 
bag. The basic laws of diving physics 
play amore noticeable roll in rebreather 
diving. 

The underwater maneuver that re- 
quires the most diver control is rolling 
over on your back so you are facing up. 
You have to get good firm grip on your 
mouthpiece before trying it. The pressure 
differential between the position of your 
lungs and the much lower position of the 
breathing bag causes a slight overpres- 
sure at the mouthpiece. It feels as if 
someone has stuck a bicycle tire bump in 
your mouth. 

Much of the open training revolves 
around learning to switch from the re- 
breather mouthpiece to the backup scu- 
ba system, clearing water that might be 
trapped in the bellows of the dual breath- 
ing hoses, shutting off the dual hose 
mouthpiece upon surfacing and other 
basic safety maneuvers. 

Toward the end the dive you become 
aware of another welcomed benefit—no 
drymouth. The breathing gas is much 
more moist than compressed air be- 
cause it is constantly being “wetted” by 
condensation on the interior walls of the 
breathing bag and hoses. 

Still another revelation comes to the 
forefront of your consciousness—there 








is less “chill down” of the body’s core 
temperature on the second or third dive 
of the day. The chemical reaction be- 
tween the.carbon dioxide absorbent 
(scrubber) and the recirculating breathing 
gas works like a miniature underwater 
heater. The net result is that the gas you 
are breathing is both moist and warm. 


WHO WILL BUY ONE? 

Drager’s new recreational rebreather 
offers numerous advantages over open 
circuit scuba. We have mentioned just a 
few but the most obvious are long dura- 
tion dives at shallow depths or multiple 
dives before a fill is required. But at a retail 
cost of $6,250, you should have a pretty 
good reason to purchase one. This not a 
toy, nor are rebreathers for everyone. 

Perhaps the most likely customers for 
rebreathers will be serious underwater 
photographers, who will soend any 
amount of money to get the rarest of pho- 
tos. The stealth capability of the Atlantis | is 





ideal for stalking the most timid of marine 
creatures or most fearful of fish. 
Compared to the cost of underwater pho- 
to or video gear, the cost of a rebreather is 
about the same as Nikonos RS camera. 

Other customer candidates for nitrox 
rebreathers might include serious fish- 
watchers, treasure divers, marine biol- 
ogists, fish behavioral experts, under- 
water archaeologists, treasure divers 
and others who want to make long 
dives in shallow water. 

Regardless of whether you have a com- 
pelling need to own a recreational re- 
breather or not, you should give it a try. The 
rebreather training course is a real kick and 
the education is well worth the price. = 


CITIZEN INTRODUCES 
NEW AQUALAND WATCH 


The Citizen Watch Company of 
America, Inc., has recently introduced 
the Aqualand Duplex. Like all Aqualand 
dive watches, it incorporates a built-in 
depth sensor with a state of the art diving 
watch. 

The Duplex also features two digital 
display windows, So divers can review 
current depth and elapsed dive time si- 
multaneously. 

Push buttons recall maximum depth 





and water temperature. The Aqualand 
Duplex also features a dive log memory 
that can recall the maximum depth, 


handle your nex 
relax apd enjoy 
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dive time and date of the last four 
dives. As with the other Aqualand time- 
pieces, the Duplex features a rapid as- 
cent alarm, depth alarm and dive time. 
This timepiece also features an auto- 
matic calendar to the year 2099 anda 
lithium battery. 

There are four Aqualand Duplex mod- 
els, including one with a stainless steel 
bracelet. The Duplex is water resistant 
to 600 feet and features a depth display 
to 260 feet. Retailing from $475 to $595 
for the bracelet model, the Aqualand 
Duplex is being nationally advertised in 
SKIN DIVER Magazine. = 


OSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 
Ss afidiRadisson Resorton Seven Mile Beach 
Nyy P.0Box 151, George Town, Grand'Cayman 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHIRLEY VANDERBILT 


FE 2" of the more than 700 islands 
and 2,500 cays of The Bahamas has 
its own distinct form and features, creat- 
ing a diverse tropical paradise of clear, 
turquoise waters, sparkling white sand 
beaches and dramatic underwater gar- 
dens and walls. Making the most of this 
diversity, Nekton Diving Cruises has es- 
tablished three uniquely exciting and dif- 
ferent itineraries aboard its revolutionary 
live-aboard, the Nekton Pilot. Since her 
maiden voyage in 1994, the Nekton Pilot 
has been traveling the areas of Grand 
Bahama, Bimini and remote Cay Sal 
Bank. But now this intriguing SWATH 
vessel is also spending the winter, from 
November to May, in the southern 
Bahamas, departing the quaint village of 
George Town, on Great Exuma, for 


56 SKIN DIVER MARCH 1996 


weekly excursions to San Salvador, Rum 
Cay and Conception Island. 

The southern Bahama Islands are 
quite simply a visual feast. Quiet and 
serene, they offer a pristine view of na- 
ture with a little history and island char- 
acter thrown in here and there. Great 
Exuma’s population exists in a few small 
settlements, with roots in the past of 
British Loyalist settlers and African 
slaves. San Salvador is said to be the 
first landing site of Columbus in the New 
World but, more importantly to divers, 
San Sal’s main feature is the dramatic 
walls plunging to 13,000 feet just off- 
shore. Rum Cay’s topside terrain fea- 
tures caves with pre-Columbian draw- 
ings, while underwater caves along the 
wall are filled with enormous sponges 


and ancient coral growths. A large por- 
tion of the Exumas has been designated 
as the Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park, 
providing protection for large iguanas, 
ospreys and terns, Hawksbill Turtles, 
sharks, rays and myriad other land and 
sea creatures. The southern Bahamas 
has it all—the full beauty of nature, the 
uncomplicated lifestyle of the islands and 
some of the best diving in the Caribbean. 


THE DIVING 

High drama is present throughout the 
southern Bahama waters, whether in the 
physical ruggedness of plunging walls or 
the sudden appearance of powerful sea 
creatures. Such was the case on our dive 
at Stew Pot, off San Salvador. Diving 
with Nekton Pilot owner Lynn Dixon as 








my model, | had been preoccupied with 
the sponges on the ledge rather than the 
deep blue of the drop-off. Lynn suddenly 
directed my attention toward a large 
Scalloped Hammerhead Shark cruising 
along the wall. We later found out that 
Scalloped Hammerheads are very com- 
mon in this area. At this same site we 
played with a juvenile Hawksbill Turtle, 
came face to face with friendly Nassau 
Groupers and circled the schools of 
Horse-eye Jacks and Yellowtail Snap- 
pers congregating under the boat. 
Throughout the week, we found the 
walls and reefs to be heavily populated 
with Nassau Groupers, although vari- 
eties of tropicals were somewhat limited. 
But, what the southern Bahamas lacks 
in dense fish population is more than 
made up for by the beauty of the corals 
and sponges along the steep walls. To 
add to the adventure, several areas have 
Above: Lynn Dixon, a Nekton Pilot extensive swim-throughs, tunnels and 
owner, explores a ledge at Con- caverns. Rum Cay Wall Caves features 
ception Island. Left: Stern view of the numerous openings through the reef to 
unique SWATH superstructure of the the wall, some interconnecting and 
ultra-stable live-aboard, Nekton Pilot. spilling out to open alleyways. Every- 
one’s favorite at San Salvador seems to 
be Labyrinth, a 
beautiful wall dive 
that fully lives up to 
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dled with many of 
these types of for- 
mations and heav- 
ily adorned with 
enormous Orange 
Elephant Ear 
Sponges, twisting 
Wire Corals, large 
bushes of Black 
Coral and brilliantly 
colored tube 
sponges. At San 
Sal, we also sam- 
pled the pinnacles 
of Devil’s Claw 
and had fun ex- 
ploring the ravines 
and sand chutes of Mt. Rushmore. 
Uninhabited Conception Island of- 
fered the deepest and most startling 
drop-offs, with the tops of huge coral 
mounds beginning at depths of 70 feet 
and spilling over to the steeply angled 
sand chutes. The pristine quality of these 
walls is astounding, with massive 
growths of corals and sponges. At 
Conception we also did some topside 
exploring, entering a mangrove lined wa- 
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Above: Between dives guests may relax and 
offgas on the 2,000 square foot sundeck, 
complete with spa. Right: Meals are the tan- 
talizing creations of chef Wade Hughes. 
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Everyone else is talking about It... 
Dominica is doing rt! 
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ADVENTURE DIVES UNLIKE ANYTHING 
YOU’Ve SEEN WW FHe CARIBBEAN 


Dive the pinnacles of an extinct volcano, photograph some of the most unusual 
fish in the world or dive in “Champagne” where underground hot springs create 
a bubbly experience. See bushels of Black Coral, Barrel soonges beyond belief, 
Clouds of Chromis or our “Wrasse Waterfalls” on almost every dive. 


WHALES OR DOLPHINS YEAR ROUND! 
The Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society has given Dominica their 


highest ranking (“Outstanding”) for whale watching. See sperm whales 
all year long. Some even “pop up” in front of the hotels. 


OUTRAGEOUS HIKING ADVENTURES 
Dominica's premiere National Park System delivers outstanding hiking 


adventures to huge waterfalls, relaxing hot springs, the Boiling Lake, jungle 
caverns, “Indiana Jones” style bridges, the “Valley of Desolation” and more! 


NO HIKING EXPERIENCE NECESSARY! 
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Adventure Outfitter offers: 
¢ Diving on pinnacles at Castle Comfort Lodge 





Does it ail from our Oceanside Dedicated Dive Resort! 





& walls minutes away 
¢ Ocean Kayaking to 
snorkeling Sites 
e Mountain Biking on 
Old Estate Trails 


e Guided Island Tours 
Ask about our Exclusive Seaside Cottage. 


1-800-272-9122 
(809) 449-8181 
Fax: (809) 449-8182 
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* Quick trips to the reef on our FAST CATAMARANS 
« Hydrophone equipped Whale Watching boats 
* Complete guide services for the unique hiking adventures 


A “5 Star «xxx Experience” 
—Undercurrent 
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Direct (809) 448-2188 » Fax (809) 448-6088 
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NEKTON PILOT 


terway much as the Lucayan Indians 
must have done, in search of birds and 
sea creatures. This is an excellent 
kayaking and snorkeling site. Our final 
site, Grandmother’s Garden, is being 
groomed by the crew as a Shark dive 
area. Already their efforts have attracted 
reef sharks and Hammerheads. All of the 
sites on the Nekton Pilot itinerary have 
been fitted with specially designed per- 
manent moorings to protect the reefs 
and secure the boat. 

In addition to the southern Bahamas, 
Nekton Pilot’s itinerary to Cay Sal Bank 
features shark diving, incredible walls, in- 
triguing blue holes and shallow caverns. 
The Bahama Adventure to Bimini and 
Grand Bahama includes several interest- 
ing wrecks and walls and areas with 
tremendous populations of marine life, 
such as Gingerbread Grounds and 
Orange Cay. From May to November, 
these trios depart Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

The Nekton Pilot has revolutionized 
the way we look at dive boats. Designed 
by partner/captains John Dixon and 
Peter Herman, the vessel looks much 
like a box balanced on two 78 foot long, 
water ballasted pontoons. The boat’s 
unique configuration is what makes it so 
very appropriate as a dive boat, provid- 
ing both a comfortable ride and exten- 
Sive living space. Based on designs 
used by the Navy for its SWATH vessels, 
the Nekton Pilot has twin engines, fuel 
and up to 70 tons of seawater in the 
pontoons. Motion is kept to a minimum, 
even in heavy seas, because the ves- 
sel’s Support is underwater, where it’s 
calm, rather than on the surface. To 
make diving more comfortable and ac- 
cessible, a hydraulically operated dive 
platform raises and lowers to place exit 
ladders right at waterlevel. Nearly the en- 
tire length of the 78 foot boat is convert- 
ed to usable passenger space, allowing 
for spacious cruise ship style cabins and 
lounging areas, including a 2,000 square 
foot sundeck. 

For many, live-aboard diving is consid- 
ered the best way to spend a dive vaca- 
tion. The boats have access to the most 
pristine sites, away from heavily populat- 
ed areas, and divers have the conve- 
nience of the dive site right at their 
doorstep. The clear air of the open sea, 
the sunrises and sunsets, the beauty of 
the water and the islands all come to- 
gether to create a soothing environment 
that relaxes the body and inspires the 
soul. However, for some divers this image 
may be marred by the fear of seasickness 

(Continued on Page 113) 





SEA & SEA YS-120 DUO 
(Continued from Page 10) 


lines and five seconds with lithium batter- 
ies. At full bower you should be able to 
make three dives with rechargeables, six 
dives with alkalines and more thana 
dozen dives with lithiums. Using TTL can 
increase the strobe’s battery life to two or 
three times that of full manual. If you are a 
macro shooter, you may have to change 


Above: Connectors are available for a 
variety of cameras. Below: The battery 
compartment door is O-ring sealed. 


@ 


We 


batteries only once during a dive trip. A 
Sea & Sea charger and eight nickel-cad- 
mium batteries can be purchased as an 
accessory (for 120/240 volt currents). 


The YS-120 batteries are in an O-ring 
sealed compartment. The markings con- 
firming battery orientation are very clear. 
Sea & Sea’s unique battery locking door 
ensures a very positive seal. 

The YS-120 Duo’s high impact ther- 
mopolymer construction provides a 200 
foot depth rating yet the strobe weighs 
less than 26 ounces. Sea & Sea’s Il, Ill, IV 
and new Sea Arm V flash arms can be 
connected to the base of the YS-120, 
providing a variety of extensions. If you 
want to use two strobes, Sea & Sea also 
offers a dual flash connector for Nikonos, 

(Continued on Page 71) 
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unbelievable _ 

Walls. The <a 

incredible _ 

marine life. Even the te, 
spectacular meals make it acd ©) SHOW Siu 

how incredible a stay here really is. 

But, bring your camera anyway, it’s the only way you'll 
be able to explain what it was like when you get home. 


Call us, we'll try our best to describe it to-you. 


|G @in : 


BEACH RESORT 
_ For information & reservati information & reservations call: 1-800-327-3835 or 813-323-8727 Fax 813-323-8827 
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| with wildlife. Explore 
a a Caribbean island 
paradise. And after 

a day like that, you 

can relive it all with 

friends around the 

outdoor tiki bar 
stcirelesMolelfellasline mone) 
magnificent meal. Then it's 
back to your spacious 
oceanview room to dream of 
the next day’s adventures. 


@oll t  simuacwere ns aliticecniarel 
await you. 


BRAC REEF 
BEACH) (MESOIh 


CAYMAN BRAC, 6 W.1. 


For information & reservations call: 1-800-327-3835 or 813-323-8727 Fax 813-323-8827 
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Luxury Resort 
Offers Diving Off 
Roatan’s North — 
& South Coasts * 
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oi 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY RICK FREHSEE 


; can recall, with a certain clarity, the 
opening of Roatan’s Fantasy Island 
Beach Resort in 1989. At that very mo- 
ment a new era of ambiance and hospi- 
tality came to the Bay Islands of Hon- 
duras. If the standards for a luxury resort 
include fully air-conditioned interiors, 
guestrooms of exceptional appointment, 
complete diving and watersports, tennis 
courts and pool, then Fantasy Island 
continues to be in a class by itself. Add to 
that unlimited shore diving and a fleet of 
mid-sized dive boats, two of which are 
normally stationed at the resort’s second 
dock on the opposite shore, and you 
have a truly unique dive resort. In fact, 
Fantasy Island’s north side dock opera- 
tion, reached via the resort’s private road 
(only four minutes’ drive to the north 
dock from the main resort), provides 
Roatan’s only regularly scheduled bi- 
coastal dive experiences. This and all of 
the other services and amenities offered 
by Fantasy Island are available in several 
competitive and affordable packages. 
Roatan, 30 miles long and only one 
and a half to three miles wide, is the 
largest and most populated Bay Island. 
Its long southern and northern coasts 
have developed a nearly continuous 
fringing reef that stretches the length of 
the island. The reefs of both coasts are 
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narrow and close-hugging formations, 
often with coral crests beginning just be- 
low the surface and drop-offs, often with 
vertical walls, beginning in only 20 to 40 
feet of water. Both coasts exemplify 
maximum species diversity in soonges 
and corals, which encapsulate huge 
spires and canyons of an exaggerated 
spur and groove system. 

However, there are differences be- 
tween the two coastal formations as 
well. The south side faces the trade 
winds. The reef formations are usually 
very close to shore, allowing easy beach 
dives in some areas. The southern reef 
line is demarcated by a string of offshore 
islets and is occasionally interrupted by 


The dive gazebo, on the east side of the 
resort, provides excellent access to the 
drop-off for day or night shore dives. 


entrances to bays. The north coast is the 
leeward side, protected from the trade 
winds but exposed to the one-half dozen 
or so “northers” (low pressure cold 
fronts) that arrive from November 
through February. The northern reefline 
is slightly farther from shore and broken 
occasionally by bights—entrances 
through the reef into the lagoon. In many 
places, there is considerable difference 
between the northern and southern wall. 
Often, one side has less wind than the 
other. The trade winds can, at times, 























south coast experience, along with day 
and night shore dives launched from 
Fantasy Island’s handsome and practical 
dive gazebo, delivers a diverse and com- 
plete Roatan dive experience. 

Fantasy Island does not look like the 
same resort that opened in 1989. Six 
and a half years ago the main building, 
dive shop and marina were in position 
but changes and additions have been 
made since. Today, palms, pines, flower 
trees and foliage nearly obscure large 
portions of the resort. The self-contained 
resort “town” and 
beach occupy a 17 
acre private island at- 
tached to Roatan by a 
wooden bridge. A dis- 
tinctive feature is a 
nearly one-quarter 
mile long crescent- 
shaped white sand 


me =. eae 4 beach forming the out- 


A breathtaking aerial view of Fantasy Island 
Beach Resort. Right: A diver hovers over anex- 
quisite stand of Elkhorn Coral (Acropora paimata}. 


Above: The Little Dan is one of six 44 foot 
island-built custom dive boats. Below: A 
relaxing, tropical and luxurious guestroom. 


blow rather fiercely. During a norther, the 
north coast can become, at the least, 
rough and at the most, downright scary, 
even to very ocean-experienced divers. 
Fantasy Island set out to provide the 
maximum dive diversity and flexibility by 
gaining access to both coasts. 

Just east of the resort, on the main is- 
land, is the private road that runs less 
than a mile to the north coast dive dock 
and lagoon. Normally, two of the six 44 
foot island-built custom dive boats are 
docked on the north coast (Little Kem, 














Caribbean Sea 


Cochinos Cays 
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Little Dev, Little Tavito, Little Dan, Little 
Kashi, Little Ramsey). Guests are trans- 
ferred, along with tanks and dive gear, 
from the resort to the north dock via re- 
sort van and truck. During anormal 
weather week four to six days of diving 
the south coast and at least two dives 
along the north coast are planned. Hank 
Hynds, Fantasy Islands’ dive operations 
manager and one of Roatan’s most ex- 
perienced bi-coastal instructors (17 
years), has planned the itinerary that is 
making divers very happy. This north/ 


Guanaja 
Barbareta 
Roatan re 
Pigeon 4 


er shoreline. Hidden 
by pines and palms is 
the L-shaped main 
building, which houses 
luxury guestrooms on 
two floors. On the low- 
er floor is the hotel en- 
trance, reception 
desk, travel desk and 
spacious lobby. On 
the second floor is the 
handsome and stylish 
restaurant, bar and 
disco. (Manuel, the al- 
ways smiling night bar 
manager, has been 
with Fantasy Island 
since its opening.) 
Across from the lob- 
by/restaurant is a 
| game room and a 
| complete conference 
* center on the second 
floor. To the west, 
back from the beach are a se- 
ries of standard rooms (balcony 
facing the beach) termed the 
divers’ wing, as they are next to 
the dive shop. Up a hill behind 
the dive shop is the hillside 
guestwing. Fantasy Island's 
beautiful guestrooms are all 
handsomely furnished with full 
bath, air-conditioning, satellite TV, touch 
tone phones, refrigerator and private bal- 
cony. The dive shop is a large complex 
with gear, compressors, storage, etc., 
facing the docks. It’s less than a dozen 
steps from sign-up boards to wash bins 
and wet storage and another dozen 
steps to board a boat. 

On the beach side of the resort is a 
freshwater pool, children’s play center, 
picnic tables, beach chairs, watersports 
complex, beach pavilion bar and, at the 

(Continued on Page 119) 
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Key Largo’s 


Sea Dwellers 
Dive Center 


The Fun Starts Here! 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL HARRIGAN 


wo minutes after you walk in the 

door at the Sea Dwellers Dive Center 
you know you're going to have fun. Of 
course, you expect good diving in Key 
Largo, one of the most popular dive des- 
tinations in the world. And, since Sea 
Dwellers is a PADI Five Star Facility, you 
assume the shop and boat will be first 
class. But, it’s the Sea Dwellers brand of 
service that guarantees fun diving and 
you'll feel it right away. Sea Dwellers’ 
staff members provide the kind of per- 
sonal attention that makes you feel as if 
they were waiting just for you. 

The energy and enthusiasm of Rob 
Haff and Jeff Cleary, the owners of Sea 
Dwellers, is the key to the upbeat atmo- 
sphere. Rob and Jeff believe that treating 
people right is the way to make sure they 
have fun. That attitude is reflected in ev- 
eryone on the Sea Dwellers staff. 

Centrally located at 
Mile Marker 100 in Key 
Largo, the Sea Dwellers 
shop carries an extensive 
selection of dive gear and 
clothing. Office manager 
Jackie Logan can help 
you choose from the 
large variety of brand 
names available. Michelle 
O’Brien might also be in 
the store to helo you pick 
out a dive mask but don’t 
be surprised to find her 
checking your air on the 
boat later because she is 
also a divemaster. 

Sea Dwellers is a great 
place to get certified or 
take advanced training. 
One of the reasons is the 
experienced PADI in- 
structors, such as Scott Rodman and 
Mitch Cockman, who make learning as 
enjoyable as diving. Another is the flexi- 
bility Sea Dwellers offers. Dive courses 
can be started at any time to accommo- 
date your schedule. Sea Dwellers em- 
phasizes personal attention in instruc- 
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Above: Sea Dwellers in Key Largo is 
a full service dive facility. Below: The 
50 foot Sea Dweller III. Right: The 
Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort’s pool. 
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tion, too, so the classes are kept small. 
Sea Dwellers offers courses from Dis- 
cover Scuba to divemaster, including a 
large selection of specialties. Open wa- 
ter certification at Sea Dwellers takes 
four or five days to complete and in- 
cludes 10 open water dives with all 


equipment. That’s a super deal for learn- 
ing to dive on your vacation! 


HOLIDAY INN SUNSPREE 
RESORT 

The Holiday Inn SunSpree Resort is 
Sea Dwellers’ Key Largo accommoda- 
tions partner. Constant upgrades have 
made this resort one of the most inviting 
in the Keys. Directly across from Sea 
Dwellers, the Holiday Inn also features 
Bogie’s Cafe, which serves breakfast, 
lunch and dinner. Humphrey Bogart’s 
boat from the movie African Queen is al- 
So on display at the dock. Two pools set 
amid fragrant tropical plants are available 












for guests and are used for Sea Dwellers 
dive instruction. 

The Holiday Inn offers several excellent 
sea Dwellers dive packages. One of the 
most popular includes two half day, two 
tank dive trips. You also get a free conti- 
nental breakfast at Bogie’s Cafe and free 














passes on the Holiday Casino Cruise. 
To minimize handling your dive gear 
during your stay, you can turn it over to 
Sea Dwellers and they will rinse, store 
and set it up for you each day. If you 
elect to hang on to your gear, you'll like 
the convenient parking, which is close 
to both your room and the dive boat. 


SEA DWELLER III 

Sea Dweller Ill is a big, clean boat set 
up for comfort and safety. Captained by 
either Rob or Jeff, its twin diesels pro- 
vide a 22 knots cruising speed that gets 
you to most dive sites in about 30 min- 
utes. Although it will carry more passen- 
gers, Sea Dwellers limits the load to a 
maximum of 28 divers so there is plenty 


* Or your money back as 
clucan:le@-lelemsle eleohcre mel 
PADI international 





Whether you are in Sea Dwellers’ fully 
stocked dive shop or out on the Keys’ 
reefs, personal attention is guaranteed. 


of room to move around and lots of 
space to stow your gear. In addition to 
the large dive platform with two beefy 
ladders, there are two special benches 
near the stern called the action seats. 
These give you a safe and convenient 


place to sit while tte pull on ater fins— —.. _ | B&F ° South East Diving Institute is a division 
SICAL MR SNOMED NeVaTS | | Hy of Dixie Divers » Florida Dive Retail 
do on some boats. There is a freshwater ~ : ' i 


immediately after you exit the water. | “™= @ as | | Service Professional Dive Stores 


PARK AND SANCTUARY 

The protection provided by the com- 
bination of Pennekamp Park and the 
Key Largo National Marine Sanctuary 
helos ensure good diving with Sea 
Dwellers year after year. The easy ac- 
cess, warm water and beautiful coral 
reefs attract many divers but it’s the 
amazing fish life that really sets Key 
Largo apart as a dive destination. In Key 
Largo, you can ease your way into a sil- 
ver cloud of Horse-eye Jacks or get 
nose to nose with a legion of Bluestriped 
Grunts. You can follow a pack of Blue 


Tangs around the reef with a snorkel or | OVERSEAS (407) 468-4809 e FAX: (407) 466-3444 


watch thousands of Glass Minnows 1717 South U.S. 1, Fort Pierce, FL 34950 ¢ Cursos en Espanol 


swirl in a ball to confuse predators. 
' Licensed by the Florida State Board of Post hools ¢ Li # 
When the Bar Jacks are feeding on zoo- x | ; a State Board of Pos vanes ney ae aeons 


plankton they can surround you in num- 
bers thick enough to blot out the bot- 
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SEA DWELLERS 
DIVE CENTER 


tom. If you move slowly and carefully, the 
fish in Key Largo will accept you in their 
midst—one of the best experiences a 
diver can have. 


SEA DWELLERS REEF DIVING 

Molasses Reef is everyone’s favorite 
in Key Largo. In addition to its clear water 
and coral covered spurs, Molasses al- 
ways has a gift for you, no matter how 
many times you visit it. On one dive it 












Nee ERs Avs Trl 
Established 1975 


20) Years of Leadership 
for the Diving Professional. 












Approved for 
Veterans Training! 


Student Financing 
available! 


Professional Diving Schools of Florida 
801 Seabreeze Bivd., Bahia Mar Yachting Resort, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 


Licensed by the Florida State Board of Independent Post Secondary, Vocational Technical, Trade and Business Schools, License #79 
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Is There A 
Career In Diving 
For You? 


Pro Dive'se Career Development Programs 
will train you to become a professional PADI Instructor 
with our 6 week curriculum that includes 50 training 
dives. Pro Dive has found jobs for more successful 
Instructors than any other school in the dive industry! 


Call today Toll Free 1-800-800-DIVE 
for your PADI Career Training Catalog. 
In Florida or outside the U.S. Phone or Fax 305-761-8915 


for valuable contributions to 
PADI Instructor Development. 


may be a flight of four or five Spotted 
Eagle Rays or an inquisitive pair of silver 
Snook. On the next you may encounter 
schools of 20 or 30 fast swimming 
Permit or a dozen Barracuda hanging 
motionless like arrows. Green Sea 
Turtles, Nurse Sharks and Green Moray 
Eels are usually present somewhere on 
the reef and your chances of seeing 
them are always good. | have even seen 
a lone Great Hammerhead Shark, mag- 
nificent with its high dorsal fin and en- 
tourage of Pilotfish, cruising the reef on 
several occasions. 

According to scientists, in the Key Largo 
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Recipient of the 
"PADI Outstanding 
Achievement Award" 






























National Marine Sanctuary Montastrea an- 
nularis, commonly called Boulder Star 
Coral, grows about one centimeter in di- 
ameter per year. If you measure the size of 
many of the Star Coral colonies on French 
Reef and make your calculations based 
on that rate of growth, you'll find these 
corals are about 300 years old. In those 
three centuries, they have formed wonder- 
ful arches and swim-throughs lined with 
other encrusting corals and sponges. 
Copper Sweepers, Jackknife Fish and 
Atlantic Spadefish often take refuge there, 
along with Green Morays and a wide vari- 
ety of marine invertebrates. 

Grouper Alley is one of several dives 
exclusive to Sea Dwellers. This is an un- 
usual deep pocket along the outer reef 
that harbors a large population of 
groupers, including Nassau, Tiger and 
Black. There is no set itinerary of sites at 
Sea Dwellers, so special dives such as 
this one can be made on request. 

The Christ of the Deep statue and 
healthy stands of Elkhorn and Antler 
Corals make Key Largo Dry Rocks an- 
other perennial favorite. Although the 
statue was presented to the Underwater 
society of America in 1962 by dive gear 
manufacturer Egidio Cressi, it was des- 
tined to take a four year odyssey from 
Chicago to Orlando to St. Petersburg 
before reaching the water. Through the 
perseverance of Ellison Hardee, the first 
superintendent of Pennekamp Park, the 
4,000 pound bronze statue was placed 
on the Key Largo Dry Rocks reef in 1966. 
some impressive Smooth Brain and 
Pillar Coral formations grow near the 
Statue and there are always swarms of 
Bermuda Chubs and Sergeant Majors. 


SEA DWELLERS WRECK DIVING 
sea Dwellers makes regular visits to 
the wreck of the Coast Guard Cutter 
Duane. This 327 foot vessel was inten- 
tionally sunk just south of Molasses Reef 
in 1987. The Duane rests upright in 
about 100 feet of water, far enough off- 
shore that it is often washed by the edge 
of the Gulf Stream. As a result, there is 
frequently a current on this dive but the 
visibility is usually superb. An impressive 
coat of corals and sponges has been ac- 
cumulating on the ship since 1987 and 
the fish life it has attracted is incredible! 
On arecent trip to the wreck of the 
Benwood with Sea Dwellers, the visibili- 
ty was 70 to 80 feet and the ship was 
covered with hundreds of resting Yellow 
Goatfish. After raking the sand for food 
during the night, these fish were gath- 
ered around the wreck in a protective 
school, all pointed down at the same 45 
degree angle. The Benwood is alsoa 
great place to see large groups of 
Porkfish, which we found on the deeper 
bow section in about 45 feet of water. 
Some relatively unusual animal colonies 
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USA: 800-541-4334 or 415-398-8990 
Fax: 415-398-0479 
Fiji: 011-679-702413 
Fax: 011-679-702412 
Aqua-Trek, Fiji’s 1st PADI 5 Star 
Centre, has a dive operation on 
Mana Island offering courses from 
beginner to Instructor. We have 
40+ dive sites, plus shark feeds. 
Our Nadi retail shop runs 
a day dive boat, books dive 
travel/accommodation and 
stocks the latest gear. 
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New Live-aboard launched in 1995! 
Dive all of fabulous Fiji on 
the 100’ “Sere”. Custom built for 
diving and launched new in 1995, 
this ship will take up to 10 people 
to Fiji’s best dive sights. 
For further information 
contact: 


Greg Lawlor 
Box 3256 
Lami, FIJI ISLANDS 
Ph: 011-679-361171 
Fax: w 1 nh Ba 361 137 


NAIA: FIJI’S finest diving 
New Sites! More action! 


Nai’a has added a whole new 
area of outrageous dive sites 
to our already outstanding 
selection. Visit Fiji’s last frontier 
to see reefs teeming with sharks, 
mantas, jacks, barracuda, 
macro critters and soft coral! 


Sea & Sea Travel 
800-DIV XPRT 


ADVENTURE 


ey 


EXPRESS 


Fiji for the price of 
the Caribbean. 
One week inclusive 
packages from $1735! 


1-800-443-0799 


bOANTAS 


THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 
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= P.O. Matei, Taveuni, 


Fiji Islands 
Phone Fiji: 011-679-880441 
Fax Fiji: 011-679- 880466 


Dive Taveuni Resort offers the 
ultimate tropical island experience, 
luxurious accommodations, 
gourmet island dining, friendly 
people, and relaxed ambience. 
This resort is owned and operated 
by your hosts Ric & Do Cammick. 
Nestled in 7 acres of gardens, 
overlooking the renowned 
Somosomo Straits, DIVE TAVEUNI 
is an experienced operation 
providing services for novice and 
experienced divers. 
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The Pacific’s leading 
airlines, Air Pacific and 
Qantas, want to take 
you on the only non- 
stop service from the 


mainland United States to Fiji, 
one of the most breath-taking 
dive areas and most friendly 
destinations in the world. 


Namale Resort 
Box 244, Savusavu, Fiji. 
Ph: 011-679-850435 
Fax: 011-679-850400 
North America: 800-727 FIJI 


World class diving...with service 
to match! A wide range of activities 
for the non-divers. Only 8 couples 
will experience the impeccable 
accommodations, gourmet meals 
and the ultimate in pampering. 
Magical with romance 
and surprises. 
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FIJ 1-WIDE 
DIVE 
RESERVATIONS 
NETWORK 


Linking your 
Entire Vacation 
USA/FIJI 


1-800-854-3454 
SEA FIJI TRAVEL 


P.O. Box 264, Savusavu 
Fiji Islands 
Phone: 011-679-850345 
Fax: 011-679-850344 
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Garden Island Resort 
Box 1, Waiyevo, Taveuni, Fiji Islands, 
Phone 011-679-880286 
Fax: 011-679-880288 


Awesome, world class diving! 
10 minutes to the Rainbow Reef 
and Great White Wall. 

e Superior dive service! Friendly, 
efficient, and professional Fijian 
dive staff. 

e Unbeatable value! 7 nights /10 
dives / all meals only $799 


p.p.t.s. 


Vy PACIFIC 


FIU'S INTERNATIONAL AIRLINE 


(800)227-4446 


(800)227-4500 


on Beachcomber Island 

© Resort. Fiji's only Nitrox facility 
situated in the oldest marine 
reserve. Spectacular diving 
including a shark encounter, ship 
& plane wrecks, soft corals, PADI 
instructors and divemasters. 
Professional trained show divers 
safe, world-class diving. 


Ph: 800- 521-7242 
Phone Fiji: 011-679-666538 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-669955 


le #290 on Read 


Enjoy the Best for Less 


TROPICAL 
ADVENTURES 


——TRAVEL—— 


17 Years of 
Fiji Experience! 


One Call—Does It All! 


800-247-3483 


hb OANTAS 
THE AUSTRALIAN AIRLINE 
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Unspoiled, unpopulated, unusually 
perfect. Kadavu’s premier resort. 
Intimate, secluded retreat limited to 
10 guests. Luxurious colonial style 
cottages. Private reefs offer world 
class diving minutes from shore. 
Complimentary video on request. 
Escape to Malawai. For details call: 


Island Dreams Travel 
800-346-6116 or Malawai direct 
Ph: 011-679-5201 02, 

Fax: 011-679-361536. 

P.O. Box 1277, Suva, Fiji Islands 
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ECO DIVERS 


the Affordable Alternative! 


Professional Dive Team, Fantastic Variety of 
Diving, Moored Dive Sties; Fast-Fun RIB Zodiacs, 
fitted tank wrecks/ladders. Accommodation/Dive 

Packages. Individuals/Groups. 


Phone Fiji: 011-679-850122 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-850344 
P.O. Box 264, Savusavu, Fiji Islands 
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COUSTEAU FIJI ISLAND RESORT 
Private Mail Bag, Savusavu, Fiji Islands 


Phone Fiji: 011-679-850188 
Fax Fiji: 011-679-850340 


“Top Ten Perfect Resorts” 
—Conde Nast Traveler 


Vatulele is the only Pacific island 
admitted to the Relais & Chateaux, 
an exclusive hotel chain noted for 
personal service and cuisine. 
Catering for only 15 couples, this 
romantic hideaway is Fiji’s only 
5-Star island resort with a PADI 
facility including instructors. 


800-828- wh 
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Inclusive 
Packages & Custom 
Itineraries toall 
Dive Resorts & 
Live-aboards 
in Fiji 
Low Cost Air! 
1-800-928-3757 


Pain paciric 
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COZUMEL *« NOCATTLEBOATS * COZUMEL ¢ NO CATTLEBOATS SEA DWELLERS 
py DIVE CENTER 


have established themselves on the verti- 
cal sides of the hull, including thick clus- 
ters of Deep Water Seafans and Green 
Rope Sponges with Golden Zooanthids. 

You won't find any gimmicks or promo- 
tions at Sea Dwellers. Rob and Jeff know 
that people dive because it’s fun and they 
want to make Sure it stays that way. 
Although the Sea Dwellers Dive Center has 
been in business for 22 years, the feeling 
around the shop is young and fresh. On the 
boat, you won't be rushed to get in the wa- 
ter and back out again. After the diving, you 
may find there is little distinction between 
customer and friend at Sea Dwellers. 

For information or reservations at Sea 
Dwellers Dive Center and the Holiday Inn 
SunSpree Resort, call (800) 451-3640 or 
(805) 451-3640. You can also fax your 
request to (305) 451-1935 or write to 
sea Dwellers at 99850 Overseas 
Highway, Mile Marker 100, Key Largo, 
Florida 33037. 


HARVEY’S AQUA 
CAPSULE 
(Continued from Page 18) 


The heavy duty dry boots were devel- 
oped specially for this suit. They look a bit 
unwieldy but slip easily into swim fins and 
allow full flexibility and extension while 
swimming. They are made of rugged, 
6.5mm vulcanized rubber and grooved 


COZUMEL SPECIAL 


WHEN YOU STAY AT ANY OF THESE GREAT HOTELS 
FIESTA INN Special 
9 Day Dive BARRACUDA ow Cost 


Packages PLAZA LAS GLORIAS Air 
UCUURZAL FIESTA AMERICANA COZUMEL REEF [ener 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 


om 800- 247-3483 


WA 206-441-3483 © FAX 206-441-5431 


The Dynat 
heavy-duty 
back zipper 
(right) is 
guaranteed 

for the life . 
of the Aqua & 
Capsule. The 
supple, titanium 
foil neoprene 
provides 
exceptional 
warmth and 
comfort. 


COZUMEL * NOCATTLEBOATS * COZUMEL * NO CATTLEBOATS * COZUMEL * NOCATTLEBOATS ¢ COZUMEL 
TAWNZOOD ¢ SIVOEATLLIVO ON ¢ 7aWNZO9 ¢ SLIVOESAILLVD ON *® TSWNZOD » SIVOSSTLLVO ON ¢ 1SNNZOOD 





SIVOGATLLVO ON © TSWNZOO ° SLIVOGITLLVD ON ° TaINNZOD 
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BECOME A 


PADI INSTRUCTOR 


Instructor Development = Orlando Florida is an International 
Course Fee Includes: Travel Destination. Join us for your ; aad 
while on deck. There is a fin strap keeper 


“i ) Diving Career. 

Lodging | | & as an extra measure of safety and the 
@ lransportation FLORIDA DIVING INSTITUTE, INC. rubber sole is insulated for warmth and 

* kk *k* PADI 5 STAR IDC ; 

KEITH MATTSON, 3465 Edgewater Drive / Orlando, FL 32804 The kneepads are made from Swiss 
Course Director 15561 FAX (407) 849-1427 Keviar. You may recognize this as the 
material used in bullet proof vests, inflat- 
able boats and lightweight tank armor 
among other nondescript uses. Need- 


less to say, it’s a good bet they'll stand 


Eor-Zm~ 5 
eaq-2rr 





for long wear, protection and firm footing 
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PA ee Magazine’s Laucala (La-tha-la) Island, you are 
\ Ltreated to a world of space and choices beyond compare. 
All wrapped in the friendly and warm Fijian hospitality that itself 
knows no bounds. 
Gu full service dive operation will cater to your every 
need...there are no time tables or schedules. You decide 
when and we'll take you to over thirty world class dive sites 
nearby our spectacular island located in the Northern Group 
of the Fiji Islands. If you don’t want to dive, you can fish, 
windsurf, snorkel, play tennis or do nothing at all. Anytime. 
our accommodations, a private 
bure, is located on the beach and FORBES 
features all the modern comforts and a™% +. 
conveniences you willneed. Ourstaff MAGAZINE’S 
will prepare your meals, make upyour FIJI ISLAND 
_ bure and cater to your special requests. 


In a Fiji Forbes Laucala world, you get to 
experience paradise without a limitation in sight! 





wor 





THE BEST OF ROATAN 
Fantasy Island Beach Resort Dive & Marina 
All guest accommodations feature tasteful tropical motifs, air-conditioning, satellite TV, private phone and refrigerator 


and are located in beautifully landscaped central, hillside, beachside and poolside settings. 

Our complete dive operation provides a Dive Gazebo for easy entry to excellent shore diving, a fleet of 42-foot 
custom dive boats and south shore/north shore dock facilities for access to diving both coasts of Roatan. 
Call or write today for a complete dream dive package! 

Fantasy Island Beach Resort Dive & Marina, 5353 Tyson Avenue, Tampa, FL 3361 1 
ROATAN-BAY ISLANDS-HONDURAS 


(800) 6-ROATAN (813) 835-4449 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL DIVING INSTITUTE 





Clare, Alan & Lisa 


A 5-Star Dive Center 
with a Personal Touch 


800-233-7938 





(809) 494-5854 Tel. (809) 494-5853 Fax aasanon 


Find us on the World Wide Web at: http://www.us mall.com:/baskin/ 


Tortola, 
British Virgin Islands 


DIVE 


* Dramatic U/W pinnacles and canyons 
¢ Blue waters and sun-bathed reefs 
¢ The famed wreck of the Rhone 


ENJOY 

: Truly outstanding topside scenery 

* Beaching, sailing and pure relaxation 

- Easy access to dozens of nearby islands 


An exceptional combination =) 


of distinctive diving and 
superb tropical attractions. 
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HARVEY’S AQUA 
CAPSULE 


up to some serious abuse. 

The heavy-duty zippers, both back 
and relief, are Dynat’s newly developed 
side pull version. They are guaranteed 
for the life of the suit (1,000 cycles). 
Before using, it is necessary to apply a 
little beeswax to ensure the seal will be 
watertight and the pull will be smooth 
and require less manhandling. As a 
caveat, be sure you wear an undergar- 
ment with a two way zipper in the front 
so you can use the relief zipper. For you 


ladies, well, there are some issues even 
Harvey’s has yet to resolve. But, there is 
a women’s version: it comes without the 
relief zipper. 

To cool down between dives—and 
you will need to—there are comfortable, 
inside suspenders that hold the suit up af- 
ter you've peeled away the top half. They 
also help with drysuit weight distribution 
making this suit comfortable even be- 
tween dives. And, as if Harvey’s hasn’t 
thought of everything else, there is an in- 
side nylon chest pocket for keys, wallet, 








Escape ‘and Alharshe THE SAN PEDRO HOLIDAY HOTEL 
located on Ambergris Caye. Spend your sun drenched 
days scuba diving or snorkeling with Bottom Time Divers. 
Arc aaa al lal AA ome lalalelaar comerelnicelame) mania ce) itr-lalaie 
setting, where endless adventures... friendly, personal 
hospitality... and home-style fare complement an 
Ula) Ke) gcautsje)(mare)i(els\\z 


For reservations & information 


1-800-382-7776 


Belize Ph. 011-501-26-2014 Fax: 011-501-26-2295 
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Coconuts Caribbean Hotel 


Located on the beach on Ambergris Caye, we have 12 new rooms, 
all with A/C, free breakfast and icycles every day. 







For information on packages 1-800-938-0860 
Ph. 011-501 -26-3500 © Fax: 011-501-26-3501 
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DIVE 52)" EXPLORE 
BELIZE, are WILDLIFE TREKS 
BAY ISLANDS babs esi al 
& COZUMEL KAYAKING 

FISHING 












LIGHTHOUSE/ oS ae 
THE BLUE HOLE aE OUR ADVANCED DIVER 

TURNEFFEISLANDS SE AS & TRAVEL SPECIALIST 
BARRIERREEF — *OvENTURES 


(800) 896-2398 


Fax (970) 586-304 1 
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1-2-3 DAY TRIPS 








1d 


Pafeeh //§ WAY 


)@ & K 


on the Belize Barrier Reef 


UNLIMITED DIVING!!! 


Located on South Water Caye, our resort is on the 
Living Belize Barrier Reef. Our new Pro 42 custom 
dive boat leads our fleet of boats. Packages include 

room, meals, 2 boat dives daily and of course 
unlimited shore diving (weather permitting). 
A hidden paradise for divers, anglers and beachcombers. 


800-798-1558 


Ph: 011-501-52-2243/2759 « Fax 011-501-52-2296 
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BLACKBIRD CAYE 


RESORL. 


Blackbird Caye “Heaven Under the Sea” located on the 
Turneffe Atoll with unbelievable diving and snorkeling directly 
in front of our resort. Black Coral forests, vertical walls, 
pelagics, fish, coral and sponges galore. Our friendly resort 
and dive staff will ensure a pleasurable, memorable stay. 


“This will not be your average vacation” 
For information on packages call: Betty Taylor 
U.S. Ph. 713-659-5144 ¢ Fax 713-658-0739 
1415 Louisiana, #3100 * Houston, TX 77002 
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Our business is going under, 


and under, and under, and under. . . 









One week... all food... 
unlimited going under . . . $775. 
Wreck diving and 110 foot wall right from our 
oT) beach! Call our toll-free number and we'll answer — 
¢ all your questions and send you a beautiful 
aay brochure. A family operation. 
Travel arrangements. 






“/? 










1¢800¢282°8932. 





he he 
CoCo View Resort 


Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 





Expect the 
Honduras 
ch cee ocr eo 

famous diving...with a twist. 


Spectacular, pristine diving. You’ll have 
the opportunity to dive with whale sharks, 
enjoy fishing, hiking, kayaking, canoeing, 
horseback riding, cave explorations, and 


Utila Lodge offers a full service dive operation 
with large, air conditioned rooms overlooking 

the water. All with no hidden costs. Taxes, 
transfers, and meals are included in one low price. 
Want to learn more? Call: 1¢800°282°8932. 
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Aquatic Adventures 
ee presents... ae 
“M/Y Coral 
Star 


aboard the ‘ 
Call us today for the 
pelagic adventure of a lifetime !!! 


(800) 897-1210 © (409) 291-9594 e Fax : (409) 291-9597 
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HARVEY’S AQUA 
CAPSULE 


money and other small valuables safer not 
left in the car or unattended on the beach. 





USER COMMENTS 


Comfort: “This is the most 
comfortable neoprene drysuit | 
have ever donned, by a good 
margin. The neoprene is supple, 
providing a welcome freedom of 
movement and the titanium foil 
layer kept me warm and cozy 





wa 
CONCLUSION 

From the first moment man went 
forth, he has sought warmth, comfort 
and shelter from the harsh elements. In 
the world of diving, there are many hos- 
tile variables that can intrude on our safe- 
ty, survival and enjoyment. As anyone in 
the market for a drysuit understands, 
cold is a biggie, as is comfort. Super- 
latives are easily tossed around but sel- 
dom do products live up to their highly 
touted features. In the meantime, 
Harvey’s has quietly and steadily outdis- 
tanced the pack once again. This 
streamlined, high-tech neoprene titani- 
um drysuit is quite simply as exceptional 
in design as it is in function. 

The Titanium Aqua Capsule comes in 
long or short for proper fit; sizes small 
through king size (XXL). It retails for 
$1,800. It comes in black for us plebeian 
divers and, exclusively for scuba instruc- 
tors, there is a special Silver Edition with 
arms and chest coated with titanium 
metal flakes for ultimate visibility. 

For more information on the Titanium 
Aqua Capsule contact Harvey’s at 2505 
S. 252nd, Kent, WA 98032 or call (206) 
824-1114; fax (206) 824-3323. = 











SEA & SEA YS-120 DUO 
(Continued from Page 59) 


Motor Marine and Sea & Sea housings. 

To avoid corrosion, the YS-120 Duo 
uses very few metal parts in the housing. 
Most of the parts are high impact plastic, 
joined with metal. The only exception is 
in the flash arm control where stainless 
steel screws into stainless steel. Even 
this metal to metal contact is protected 
with a special plastic washer. The sync 
cord for the Motor Marine is plastic at 
both ends, while the cord for the Nikonos 
and housings has plastic at the flash end 
and a metal similar to that of the camera 
at the other end. This similar metal re- 
duces electrolysis. 

The Sea & Sea YS-120 Duo strobe is 
an excellent piece of modern engineer- 
ing. The folks at Sea & Sea have carefully 
analyzed what underwater photogra- 
phers need and ultimately demand. The 
YS-120 Duo’s compact size and weight 
give it versatility, which makes It an ex- 
cellent addition to your underwater pho- 
to system. If you're in the market for a 
strobe, no matter what type of camera 
system you own, Sea & Sea’s YS-120 
Duo will do the job. Give it a flash! 

For more information or the name of 
your nearest Sea & Sea dealer, contact 
the company at 2105 Camino Vida Robie, 
Suite L, Carlsbad, CA 92009; (619) 929- 
1909, (619) 929-0098 (fax). = 


SOLMAR V 
ANIMAL ENCOUNTERS 


The stylish new live-aboard Solmar V 
is fast becoming known for unusual ma- 
rine animal encounters. Besides 
Hammerheads, sealions and Whale 
Sharks, one lucky Sea of Cortez trio was 
met by a young adult Elephant Seal at 
Los Islotes. To the delight of the passen- 
gers, this 500 pound pinniped got close 
and personal with the divers. 





Although intimate encounters with 20 
foot Giant Mantas and sharks are the 
norm, divers on a Socorro Island trip were 
unexpectedly visited by a mother and calf 
Humpback Whale and on another trip 
were diving with wild Bottlenose Dolphins 
at O’Neil Rock and The Boiler. This year 
promises to be just as exciting. Spaces are 
still available on the April and May trips to 
the Socorro Islands. For information and 
reservations call (800) 344-3349. = 
















FLAMINGO BEACH RESORT 
& CASINO 


invites you to celebrate 


PETER HUGHES DIVE BONAIRE’s 
20th Anniversary Special! 


cece Tage 4 NIGHTS 


yee §=From 
ae = as low 
- ey 


per person, double occupancy 





Unlimited boat dives (as scheduled) 

Unlimited airfills (for shore diving) 

$20.00 per person, per stay, 
beverage credit 

¢$20.00 per room match play at 
Flamingo Casino 





Price quoted is for a four (4) night stay,per person based on double occupancy and is valid from January 6, 1996 
thru April 7, 1996. Price includes air-conditioned accommodations in a Standard room, se cert ort/hotel 
transfers, complimentary buoyancy control clinic, the above mentioned VALUE ADDED S, 

all taxes and service charges on package features. Local phone : (919) 419-3484. 
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TIARA BEACH RESORT 


You ve been here before. 
In your dreams. 


Cayman Brac 


Come experience the incredible diving you've only dreamed about. On Cayman Brac. 
Crystal clear waters. Incredible walls. Nearby reefs, teeming with an abundance of exotic 
marine life. A stay at Divi’s Tiara Beach Resort on Cayman Brac is all at a price you can 
stop dreaming about and start enjoying! 


WINTER SPECIAL 


5 NIGHTS 
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The Bahamas 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY BILL HARRIGAN 


eels 45 feet below the surface 
when suddenly you're face to face 
with a hungry, eight foot Caribbean Reef 
Shark—what do you do? If you’re at 
Shark Alley with the adventure special- 
ists from Xanadu Undersea Adventures, 
you just relax and enjoy a unique en- 
counter with one of the most beautiful 
creatures on earth. Handfeeding wild 
sharks is only one of the thrilling Grand 
Bahama diving experiences you can 
have with Xanadu Undersea Adventures. 
Are your dive trips starting to be repeti- 
tive? Ready to try something new? Try a 


trip like this with Xanadu! 


DISCOVERY CRUISES 


First, you start by 
Cruising to The Ba- 
hamas aboard a luxury 
liner. Discovery Cruise 
Lines and Neal Wat- 
son’s Undersea Adven- 
tures, of which Xanadu 
Undersea Adventures is 
an affiliate, offer several 
Cruise/dive packages or 
you can make up your 


own schedule. Discovery ships leave 
each morning from Miami or Ft. 
Lauderdale, arriving in Freeport in the 
early afternoon. Covered parking is avail- 
able next to the terminal and check-in is 
a breeze. Instead of waiting for an hour in 
a crowded airport gate area, you can go 
right aboard and sit down to breakfast. 
The trip over takes about five hours, 
which is not enough time to sample ev- 
erything cruise director Mo Day has ar- 
ranged. You can choose from live 
shows, movies, trapshooting and gam- 
bling or just bask in the sun by the pool. 


anadu Unders 


Distinctive 
Diving 
Escapades 
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~ _ ABACOS 
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Hirt Ine Ie 08 ne me Stas | CAINE TOOL 
fk a 
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Xanadu Undersea 
Adventures 


Children can enjoy clowns, balloons and |, apedaaln a ae see ad UT 


face painting at Club Manatee. Cabins 
and suites are available if you want some 


private time. 
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Above: Tara Zonderland inspects 
Theo’s Wreck, a 238 foot freighter in 
100 feet of water. Below: Cruise to 
The Bahamasinluxury 

aboard Discovery 1. 


Discovery Cruise Lines takes great 
pride in quality service, particularly in the 
dining rooms. High tea is an elegant 
event that shouldn’t be missed and the 
$10 fee on the return trip to upgrade your 
dinner to a seven course gourmet experi- 
ence is worthwhile. 

In addition to being just plain fun, cruis- 
ing to The Bahamas has a couple of dis- 
tinct advantages for divers. The first is that 
you can bring all the heavy dive and cam- 
era gear you want. Your check-in bag- 
gage is loaded onto containers right at the 
curb, which are in turn loaded directly into 
the ship’s hold. You get them right off the 
same containers at the other end. The 
second advantage is that you can dive 
the morning of your departure, since you 
don’t have to worry about the effects of 
altitude, as you do on an airplane. 








GRAND BAHAMA ISLAND 

The Customs and Immigration proce- 
dures at the Grand Bahama port are well 
organized, so you'll be on the way to your 
hotel quickly. Grand Bahama is a lovely 
island, well groomed and as different 
from Nassau and Paradise Island as New 
York is from New Mexico. A well planned 
road system makes It easy to get around. 
Most of the activity is in the Freeport area, 
near either the International Bazaar or the 
Port Lucaya Marketplace. Shopping in 
Freeport is an international experience, 
with goods from around the world. 
Although you can find almost anything, 
the leather goods, perfumes and jewelry 
are particularly good. Restaurants run the 
full range from fast food chains to 
gourmet French and Italian cuisine. The 
center square at Port Lucaya features 


nightly live entertainment. With many 
restaurants arranged around the square, 
it's always interesting there and the place 
really gets jumping on the weekends. 


XANADU UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURES 

Your host for this dive adventure is 
Xanadu Undersea Adventures, where the 
warm, friendly atmosphere will make you 
feel right at home. Owner Louis Chan has 
called Grand Bahama home for the last 
30 years and wants everyone to enjoy 
the island as much as he does. You'll 
probably feel like a lifelong friend of Dave 
Burroughs, the operator of Xanadu 
Undersea Adventures, by the end of your 
first day. Dave depends on instructors 
Vince Britton, Kieron Baudains, Dale 
Burroughs and Sean Adderly to make 
your diving adventures exciting but safe. 
In the shop you’ll meet Shanna Kemp 
and Eva Mitchell, who will get you 
through the paperwork with a minimum 
of fuss. 

So you may enjoy this adventure again 
and again, the Xanadu video experts can 
record your dive for you and produce a 
custom tape of your experience on VHS. 
lf you’re interested in making your own 
underwater video, you'll be delighted by 
the facilities available at Xanadu Undersea 
Adventures. They have full video record- 
ing, editing and transferring capability. 
You can bring your own gear or rent 
Xanadu’s Sony TR-81 Hi-8 camera and 
professional quality Gates housing. Either 
way, the Xanadu staff can help you turn 
the raw tape into a polished feature, com- 
plete with musical score. For still pnotog- 
raphers, Xanadu has a Nikonos V camera 
with a selection of lenses, including the 
superb 15mm wide angle. A Nikonos SB 
103 underwater strobe is also available. 

Even equipment that is carefully main- 
tained sometimes develops problems 
and, according to Murphy’s Law, that 
will usually occur when you need it the 
most—such as on your dive vacation. 
Xanadu’s full service repair center will 
probably be able to get you going again 
in short order. With 30 sets of rental 
gear, including Sherwood regulators 
and Sea Quest and Sherwood BCs, you 
can show up for this diving adventure 
with just your C-card. Storage for cus- 
tomer gear is provided in a ventilated, 
secure area, SO you don’t have to drag it 
back to your room every night. 

A powerful Bauer K-15 compressor is 
used to keep two big storage bottles, to- 
taling 18,000 cubic feet of air, topped off. 
This system makes it easy for Xanadu to 
keep 100 scuba tanks ready to go with 
clean, pure air. Xanadu Undersea 
Adventures also has ten tanks reserved 
for nitrox and is the only nitrox fill station 


on Grand Bahama. These tanks are 
(Continued on Page 110) 
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Above: A diver ex- 
plores a canyon. 
Left: The Pro 42 jet 
boat, Manta. Below: 
Brac Reef Beach 
Resort offers ocean 
views, charming 
modern accommo- 
dations and a new 
full service dive 
center, Reef Divers. 
: — 





or 12 years the oceanfront Brac Reef 
Beach Resort, with its tall coconut 
palms and seagrape trees, has been the 
picture perfect tropical vacation retreat. 
But as most dive travelers know, there is 
more to aresort than just a charming set- 
ting in an idyllic locale. The atmosphere 
should go hand in hand with service— 
and Brac Reef Beach Resort delivers. 
The accommodations, 40 rooms 
housed in a two story, L-shaped building, 
were recently completely renovated. The 
air-conditioned rooms feature clean, 
modern furnishings (with either two 
queen sized beds or one king). Each is 
complete with ceiling fan, tile flooring 
(Some rooms are carpeted) and color TV 
providing CNN, HBO and a few stateside 
channels. Ground level rooms have 
porches that face the resort’s courtyard, 
while half of the second floor units now 
have balconies overlooking the same 
area. The courtyard includes a large 
freshwater swimming pool, wooden sun- 
deck and six person hottub. The build- 
ings, with their pastel peach and white 
color scheme, have an island flavor. 
Fortunately, some things never 
change. The resort still has charming 
wooden walkways and a dinner selection 
of Caymanian and continental cuisine, 
served buffetstyle in the air-conditioned 
Coral Garden Dining Room fronting the 
patio area and bar. Also unchanged is 
the two story, open sided pier extending 
over the water. Capitalizing on the is- 
land’s soothing sea breezes and ocean 
view, the thatched roofed, wooden 


Idyllic Locale, 
Great Services 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY WALT STEARNS 


structure, with its old-fashioned porch 
swings, is still a great spot for relaxation. 

A little more than a year ago the re- 
sort’s new dive center, Reef Divers, 
opened. The facility, which faces the re- 
sort’s pier, handles everything from 
rental gear to repairs and airfills. There is 
also a retail shop stocked with sundries 
and T-shirts. With a staff of instructors af- 
fillated with PADI, NAUI or SSI, the center 
can provide just about anything from ba- 
sic to advanced open water and dive- 
master certifications, including several 
specialty courses. 

In the same building is the resort’s 
photo center, run by underwater photo 
pro Ed Beaty. The center is stocked with 
film, batteries anda complement of 
Nikonos V bodies, lenses (from 35 to 
15mm) and strobes, as well as two 8mm 





U/W video systems. Ed is on hand to 
lend his expertise for photography, 
videography and to shoot a personalized 


NASSHU © BAHAMAS 
video of your underwater vacation. The U 
video, free with Brac Reef’s seven night I | 
dive package, can be copied to 8mm, ¥ 
Hi-8 or VHS tape. Hy E S ( 

After checking in with the dive center, bi 


each guest is provided anumbered . . ‘ 
mesh bag for dive equipment. Simply Dp Oo Dp 

stuff it with your gear, place it outside kigehiicig lg iversity 
your room and one of the staff will take it 
to the gear storage room until your first 
dive. From that point on it is automatical- 
ly picked up and delivered to and from 
the boat. 

Once guests have done their initial gear 
setup, the crew will take over the task for 
the remainder of the visit. Feel free to do 
last minute adjustments or double check 
gear before entering the water. 

Of course, Reef Divers prowls the wa- 
ters of Cayman Brac in a modern fleet of 
dive boats. This includes one Pro 42 jet 
boat called the Manta and a 42 foot 
Newton Dive Special named Little Sister. 
A second Newton 42 will most likely be 
added well before this issue hits the press. 

The most impressive of the two boats, 
the Newton 42, is powered by twin 3116 
Caterpillar diesels, providing a quick 
cruising speed of 22 knots (even with a 
full load of guests and dive gear). The aft 
deck area is roomy and unobstructed, 
with tank storage along the sides. The 
boat can easily handle 30 divers but typi- 
cally runs with 12 to 17. Other amenities 
include a full width, step down dive plat- 





CAYMAN ISLANDS = Cayjman | 





rac | 
Little Cayman BRAC REEF F  Worida 
feoim, Wyo 
nee, a wa ee 
un ~~ pS 
cert MOR ET, 5. ss i“ be bt “ ‘si q Ss 
ne Poactrs a es | °\ Beachfront Resort 
ae gfe AGAYMAN ISLANDS. | eee ae wes “World Class Diving 
__ ae 2h oe ae Air Conditioned Rooms 
a aay Hew =. Satellite TV. 
form with dual ladders, head, shower, ene mae, te 
dry storage, cold drinking water anda | = Com i 
cooler stocked with a variety of snacks. : | ‘ IT S ALL HERE! 
There’s also a carpeted camera table i : : io 
with storage shelf below. = Diverse Diving 


In addition to the on-board amenities, | 
liked the way Reef Divers treats its yi pohangeci 
guests. After the dive briefing and suiting 5 ae : ovie sites, shar 5, 
up, acrew member brings youatank | ij | Meee: Out Island Seafaris 
while you wait on the swim platform. i 
Following the dive, the tank is changed 
and your setup placed in its rack. 
Experienced divers (in buddy teams) are 
basically given the opportunity to dive the 
way they wish, as long as it is within the 
guidelines set by the Cayman Islands 
Watersport Operators Association — 
110 feet maximum depth with comput- 
ers (all others 100 feet), nodecompres- 

(Continued on Page 130) 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY GERI MURPHY 


t’s rare to find spectacular diving ad- 

jacent to luxury hotels, dining and 
shopping. Grand Cayman just happens 
to be one of those rarities. 

At Seven Mile Beach, you can enjoy 
spectacular diving adventures within 
sight of your hotel or condo. Dive boat 
rides are short 10 to 20 minute com- 
mutes. You can spend the morning ex- 
ploring a breathtaking 100 foot wall, fol- 
lowed by a shallow reef dive and be 
back on the beach for an early lunch. 
Your afternoon can be devoted to sail- 
ing, windsurfing, parasailing, sunbathing 
or more scuba diving if you prefer. 

The combination of world-class div- 
ing, luxury living and fabulous water- 
sports makes Seven Mile Beach just 
about the best place in the Carib- 
bean—especially among divers. 


WHY IS IT SO GOOD? 
Grand Cayman is blessed with the 
most unique geographical and geologi- 
cal circumstances. Seven Mile Beach is 
on the West Side of Grand Cayman, 
fully protected from the prevailing 
winds. As a result, the sea’s surface is 
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often glassy calm in the morning and 
rarely has any significant wave action 
year-round. This makes for calm, com- 
fortable boat diving. 

Running parallel to Seven Mile 
Beach, about one-quarter to one-half 
mile offshore, is Grand Cayman’s West 
Wall—one of the most prolific and 
beautiful drop-offs in the Caribbean. 
Beginning at an average depth of 50 
feet, this wall drops vertically to depths 
of 1,000 to 2,000 feet. 

since Grand Cayman is virtually a 
mountain peak surrounded by open 
ocean, her waters are crystal clear. 
Typical underwater visibility on the 
drop-off is 100 feet—150 feet ona 
good day. The island has no rivers for 
runoff and the Seven Mile Beach area 
has no bays or mangrove estuaries that 
are flushed with the outgoing tide. 

About 100 yards inshore from the 
edge of the drop-off is a chain of shal- 
low coral reefs ranging in depth from 20 
to 50 feet. Each of these formations is 
populated with flourishing corals, a 
wide variety of reef fish and many other 
fascinating marine creatures. 








Above: Kathie Kipp approaches an inquisitive 
Nassau Grouper (Epinephelus striatus) at the 
Oro Verde. Below: Kathie explores the vertical 
drop-off and colorful sponges at Trinity Caves. 
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Many of the boats are deep V- 
hulls designed to take divers to 
the North, West or South Walls. 


Kathie Kipp 


A silvery Tarpon swims 
with Kathie at Big Tunnels. 


A Green Sea Turtle in the 
shallows at Seven Mile Beach. 
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Diving along the West Wall and Seven 
Mile Beach seems to be getting better 
and better each year. The fish have 





Holiday Inn on the Beach is a luxury resort 
right in the middle of Seven Mile Beach. 





At Bahama Divers, we blend the attractions of the vast marine world of 
Nassau with the renowned resort pleasures of Paradise Island. 


Visit intriguing wrecks and lush shallow reefs like Barracuda Shoals. You'll 
be surrounded by thousands of schooling grunts and goattfish at Fish Hotel. 
Our premier dive site, the Lost Blue Hole, offers encounters with stingrays, Rs a Ris 
sharks, grouper, jacks and some of the Plantation Village is a luxury condomini- 
largest, friendliest angelfish anywhere. After PT SS Ore OTE RI Sey Morr 
diving this oceanic wonder, you'll under- 
stand why we like to call it our circular wall. 


Topside, enjoy white sand beaches, water- 
sports, championship golf, tennis and more. 
Walk across the bridge and visit the straw 
markets and duty-free shops of bustling 
historic Nassau. Fill your evenings with 
elegant dining, exciting casinos and glittering 








PADI Five Star Training Facility night life. Treasure Island Resort is a mid-priced re- 
Instructor Development Here on Paradise Island, great dives are sort at the south end of Seven Mile Beach. 
ec ene | only the start of a great day. | 
28 years of diving experience adapted to the daily appearance of 
in the Bahamas divers and the Cayman Islands govern- 
ON Paes ment has wisely adopted marine conser- 
paRRe, elprintth Pete oN vation laws that protect these animals 
4 Day/ 5 Night from spearfishing. It is not unusual for a 
Sigs cei Tarpon or turtle to swim right up to you. 


8 Day/7 Night so 4A CO 
y inlets a , Call now to book your stay in Paradise. Because Seven Mile Beach is the most 


Pres he aN Fe : | , As ; beautiful and best protected beach on 
hotels or junior suites. | | | (OO ) Grand Cayman, it has become the central 
*Prices effective through 4/13/96 In Nassau 809-393-5644 core of the island’s tourism industry. The 
© 1993 Michael Lawrence | shoreline is populated by some 15 hotels 


and 20 to 30 condominiums. 

In turn, the hotels and condos have 
attracted a wide variety of support busi- 
nesses that include restaurants, comedy 
shows, nightclubs, shopping malls and 
ice cream and yogurt shops. 

Add to this vacation wonderland an 
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$1,421.00* 2 , _ | | excellent assortment of watersport op- 
Truk & Palau 10 days 16 dives | erators that offer all sorts of activities 
Micronesian scuba sampler 4 from sunset cruises to parasailing. When 
Other exciting dive packages available, it comes to fun and excitement, Seven 
including cultural experience tours. Mile Beach has it all! 
“Based on per person, double occ. Includes hotel, boat dives w/ guide, : 
wts. tanks & dive lunches, transfers & land tour. ; WORLD CLASS DIVING 

ont ee | 5 The West Wall runs a full 13 miles 
4, The possibilities are endless. | from Northwest Point to George Town 

- 1-800-245-4129 ¢ (671) 649-4221 Fax D Harbour. Liberally sprinkled along its 
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length are 44 boat moorings, marking 
the location of some of Grand Cayman’s 
best dives. Seven Mile Beach not only of- 
fers calm seas and crystal clear water—it 
also possesses tremendous variety in its 
undersea attractions. 

About one-half of all the West Side 
moorings are spectacular dives along the 
vertical drop-off. Each site is distinctly dif- 
ferent and intricately shaped. They include 
such intriguing names as Trinity Caves, 
Orange Canyon, Sentinel Rock, Big 
Dipper, Wall Street and Sand Chute. 

Among the remaining sites there are 
equally fascinating shallow reefs such as 
Spanish Anchor, Mitch Miller Reef, 
Jax Dax, Paradise and Peter’s Reef. 

The Seven Mile Beach region is also 
home for many wreck dives such as Oro 
Verde, Balboa, Doc Polson and the Call. 
Each wreck is a natural congregation area 
for all sorts of marine life. 

Add to this magnificent collection still 
another group of dive sites that offers 
coral grotto, cave and tunnel exploration: 
Soto’s North, Soto’s Central, Soto’s 
South Fish Pot and Pagent Reef. 

When it comes to marine life encoun- 
ters, few places can rival the variety of 
animals. Great silvery Tarpon float 
among coral canyons at Big Tunnels. 





You may also see Tarpon feeding on Sil- 
versides in the caves at Soto’s North or 
Pagent Reef. Tame Green Sea Turtles 
can be seen all along the West Wall or 
feeding in the shallows of the beach 
area. Graceful Spotted Eagle Rays glide 
along the outer edge of the West Wall. 
Large schools of grunts and snappers 
hang suspended over shallow corals at 
Wildlife and Rhapsody Reefs. 

Delicate but friendly Gray and French 
Angelfish come right up to your face- 
mask at Angelfish City, Aquarium and 
many other sites. A Green Moray lives on 
the Oro Verde. At Bonnie’s Arch, a 
school of Horse-eye Jacks snoozes un- 
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DIVING. 
ADVENTURE. 
SHARKS. 
ADRENALINE. 
DOLPHINS. 
EXCITEMENT. 
WRECKS 
EXHILARATION. 
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Has it 
All... 


UNDERWATER 
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GRAND BAHAMA ISLAND 
Dive/Hotel packages 
Start as low as $185 
1-800-992-DIVE 
(954) 351-9889 
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BOB SOTO’S 
SEVEN MILE BEACH 


der the coral archway. Royal Palms 
Ledge is a fantastic night dive where you 
can observe the rare Orange Ball 
Anemones. 


DIVE SERVICES 

When the original Bob Soto opened his 
first dive center in 1957, it is no Surprise 
he selected Seven Mile Beach for his 
headquarters. Even then, it was obvious 
this strand of pure white sand would 
some day be a major vacation play- 
ground. It had everything: a calm sea, 
warm water, beautiful beach, spectacular 
sunsets and great diving. 

And, 39 years later, Seven Mile Beach 
continues to be the main headquarters for 
Bob Soto’s Diving Limited. Although Bob 
himself has since retired, Ron and Kathie 
Kipp continue the Bob Soto’s tradition. 

The company has flourished under 
their guidance and today Bob Soto’s is 
one of the Caribbean’s largest and 
longest established diving operations— 
with 46 employees, 9 dive boats, 5 bus- 
es, 4retail stores and a shore diving 
based scuba school. All of these facilities 
are spread out along the length of Seven 
Mile Beach, from the Holiday Inn (north) to 
the Scuba Centre (south). 

Priding themselves on customer ser- 
vice, the Bob Soto’s dive boat crews and 
scuba instructors are some of the friendli- 
est on the island. They go out of their way 
to make your vacation a memorable 
event. As a result, many customers come 
back year after year. 

As part of its motto, “the customer is 
king,” Bob Soto’s Diving offers the 
longest and most comprehensive menu 
of diving activities and experiences—a to- 
tal of 11 different kinds of dive boat trips, 
nine different levels of diving instruction 
and three types of snorkeling trips. 

No matter what your diving interest or 
scuba skill level, Bob Soto’s can offer a 
variety of options. It operates a standard 
morning two tank trip consisting of a wall 
dive to 100 feet followed by a shallow 
reef dive to 50 feet. There are also one 
tank afternoon dives, one tank night 
dives, two tank double wall dives and 
three tank dives. 

With a fleet of boats at its disposal, Bob 
Soto’s takes its diving customers to all 
four sides of Grand Cayman. While the 
West Wall is the most popular destina- 
tion, dive trips are also conducted on the 
North Wall, South Wall and even a Scuba 
Safari to the East End. Among the spe- 
Cialty dives, it runs trips to various ship- 
wrecks as well as tours to world famous 
Stingray City. 

As for dive training, you can enroll in a 
wide range of courses from a beginner’s 


resort course to a repeat resort, a PADI 
open water scuba course, advanced 
open water scuba or any specialty course 
in night , wreck or deep diving. 

Another customer service at Bob 
Soto’s is the underwater photography 
department, which offers Sea & Sea 
35mm camera rentals, video buddy ser- 
vices or private videos. 


HOTELS AND CONDOS 

Bob Soto’s doesn’t stop at just the 
diving. Over the years it has developed a 
menu of vacation packages with some of 
Grand Cayman’s top hotels and condos. 
Once again, it has remained faithful to its 
basic philosophy, “Seven Mile Beach is 
the best there is.” 

All Soto’s vacation packages are with 
hotels and condos on Seven Mile Beach, 
with easy access to the Caribbean. 

HOLIDAY INN ON THE BEACH is a luxury 
resort with full services and lively enter- 
tainment. It is right at the center of Seven 
Mile Beach, with the Oro Verde straight 
out from the hotel. This mid-size resort 
has 231 rooms, two bars, a freeform 
swimming pool, outdoor candlelight din- 
ing by the pool, numerous stores and 
services. Evening entertainment includes 
a Comedy Club and live entertainment, 
dancing with Barefoot and his band. The 
Holiday Inn is the headquarters of Bob 
Soto’s Dive Centre and the departure 
point for many boat trips. 

TREASURE ISLAND is a moderately 
priced full service resort at the south end 
of Seven Mile Beach. Its sprawling facili- 
ties include 290 rooms, three bars, two 
restaurants, two swimming pools, a hot- 
tub, a shopping arcade and a huge open 
air lobby. This resorts the home of 
Scuba Sensations, a new dive operation 
that utilizes Bob Soto’s Diving and Peter 
Milburn’s Dive Cayman for daily trips. 

CORAL CAYMANIAN HOTEL is a budget 
beachfront hotel that offers limited ser- 
vices and very modest prices. It has 11 
apartments with assorted one, two or 
three bedrooms. There are no dining fa- 
cilities but restaurants and bars are near- 
by. All of the rooms are air-conditioned 
and have a phone and TV. Bob Soto’s 
Diving provides daily five minute bus ser- 
vice to its boats, as well as the return trip 
to the hotel. 

PLANTATION VILLAGE is a luxury Condo- 
minium beach resort near the south end 
of Seven Mile Beach, close to town. This 
upscale facility offers fully equipped 
apartments with elegant furnishings. The 
facilities consist of 70 two bedroom/two 
bathroom air-conditioned suites, com- 
plete with a full kitchen, dining area, liv- 
ing room and screened in balcony (or 
patio). There are two freshwater swim- 
ming pools, a hottub, lighted tennis 
courts and a children’s playground. This 
resort is ideal for families and an abso- 











lute bargain for four divers (or two Cou- 
ples) who wish to share the cost. As with 
all Bob Soto’s Diving packages, free bus 
service provides transportation to and 
from the boats. 


WITHIN EASY REACH 





Grand Cayman is one of the easiest 
islands to reach, anywhere in the 
Caribbean. It is 480 miles due south of 
Miami—hardly more than a one hour 
‘ip by jet. Frequent airline service to 
Grand Cayman is available through 
Miami International or other major 
aay cities such as Atlanta, 
- Houston, Orlando or Tam 














hospitality begins right at the airport 
| wi n ho say in for your Caym 






- line company hes been flying divers to 
| the wae | for more than 28 years. As 
| the of icial airline of Bob Soto’s Diving, 
| it operates a fleet of modern 737 jets. 

_ Once comfortably seated aboard 
. the aircraft, travelers are offer 

| ditional rum punch or a nonalcoholic 
| fruit punch. Upon arrival at Grand 
| Gayman’s Owens International Air- 
| port, visitors quickly pass through a 
LF sig air-conditioned Immigrations 













ONE STOP SHOPPING 

Bob Soto’s Diving offers the kind of 
one stop shopping that makes planning 
a vacation easy and convenient. The 
reservations headquarters is in Atlanta, 
with a tollfree telephone service. 

As part of the customer service phi- 
losophy, Bob Soto’s has developed a 
comprehensive travel service—“One 
call does it all.” It can book your airlines, 
accommodations, diving and even your 
car rental—with astonishing speed and 
savings. 

Bob Soto’s experienced reservation- 
ists have all been to Grand Cayman and 
are experts on diving, accommodations, 
dining, shopping and the island in gen- 
eral. They can tell you where to stay, 
what dives would be best for your skill 
level and interests and what training 
courses you might be interested in tak- 
ing. Their goal is to make your vacation 
such a terrific experience that you will 
want to come back the following 
year, = 


















“Cuan Law” 
and 
“Lammer Law” 


Pioneers and Leaders of 
the Liveaboard movement 
for 25 years, we still offer 
the best crews, the best 
destinations, the most 
inspired meals, the 
friendliest service and 
the greatest comfort { 
of any live-aboard. 
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° 10 days = | : =< Hunting & Wreck Dives! 


°2and 4 week Volunteer Program = . : ¢ Join Australian born Brian Homan in this summers 
While working with this International team of exploration for two Spanish Galleons lost in. 1542 
reef scientists, participate in the conservation off the Southern Coast of the Philippine Islands. 
of Indonesia’s underwater wealth in the isolated — 
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DIVE GUIDE TO THE SUNSHINE STATE 
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Diving Diversity from the 
Keys to the Panhandle 


TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY SHIRLEY VANDERBILT 


lorida is unequaled for its diversity in diving and water- 
sports. From the pine covered forests of the north to the 
palm tree fringed limestone Keys of the south, the state’s 
natural resources are varied and contrasting. It is this diversi- 
ty and the state’s geologic history that make Florida such a 
unique dive destination. Where else could you go from bub- 
bling freshwater springs to living coral reefs; from emerald 
gulf waters to the turquoise of the Caribbean; and from high 
tech big city life to quaint, tropical resorts—all in one dive 
trip’? 
Many are discovering the convenience and 
excitement of a Florida dive vacation. Known 
Officially as The Sunshine State, Florida offers 
an inviting climate year-round, with water tem- 
peratures usually ranging from the high 70s in 
the winter to an inviting 85°F during summer 
months. The more than 12,000 miles of shore, 
stretching from the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic 
Ocean, are lined with exquisite beaches, more 
than 4,000 barrier islands and cays and an 
abundance of exotic wildlife. 

Florida is relatively young in geologic time, the 
last of our country’s land masses to emerge from 
the sea, even now exhibiting copious amounts of 
water along the surface in the form of lakes, rivers 
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and springs. The forces of nature have 
shaped both the interior and exterior 
limestone base of the state into intrigu- 
ing forms. Cool, primeval springs dot the 
central and panhandle areas. Along the 
eastern coastline, huge rock formations 
just offshore provide home to corals and 
prolific marine life; in the Lower Keys the 
only living coral reef in continental North 
America thrives. 

You'll find Florida’s history is just as 
colorful as that of any Caribbean island, 
highlighted with exploits of conquista- 
dors and pirates, warring Indians and 
Europeans and, in more ancient times, 
the wanderings of prehistoric animals. 
Along with visits to Orlando’s popular 
theme parks, vacationers are discover- 
ing the adventure of exploring 17th cen- 
tury forts, reconstructed Spanish settle- 
ments such as old St. Augustine and the 
rich natural settings of state parks. 
Today Florida is a bustling center of 
commerce as well as a tropical vacation 
destination, affording residents and 
guests a well developed infrastructure 
and endless leisure time pursuits. Flights 
to international airports in the larger 
cities are complemented by smaller 
commuter services throughout the 
state. Interstate highway systems criss- 
cross, making auto travel convenient as 
well. Up and down the coast there’s an 
assortment of accommodations from 
rustic mom and pop motels to the most 
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luxurious resorts and spas. You can 
have your vacation with or without the 
glamour and glitz but you'll always be 
able to find something suitable for your 
specific needs and budget. 

Florida has extraordinary offerings of 
fresh and salt water dive experiences. 
With highly successful artificial reef pro- 
grams throughout the state and the 
remnants of ancient sailing ships littering 
the ocean floor, Florida is a hot spot for 
wreck diving. The proximity of the Gulf 
Stream brings many migrating species 
of marine life close to shore and the liv- 
ing coral reefs of the Keys provide even 
the most inexperienced diver witha 
safe, shallow environment for enjoying 
nature’s beauty. And so we begin our 
journey, where some of the first divers 
began, in the Florida Keys. 


THE FLORIDA KEYS 

For 115 miles from Key Largo to Key 
West, the Florida Keys hop, skip and 
jump along the juncture of the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico, froma 
northeastern to southwestern direction 
off the tip of Florida. Charming in atmo- 
sphere and drenched in natural beauty, 
the Keys are the American version of the 
Caribbean, with white sand beaches, 
calm turquoise waters and coconut 
palms here and there. Added bonuses to 
choosing the Keys as a dive destination is 
that you don’t need a passport and the 
natives all soeak English. 
Connected by the Over- 
seas Highway (U.S. Route 
1), the islands vary some- 


Left: A seafan and sponge ar- 
rangement diverts a diver’s at- 
tceltfevemigeleem iai-Bie-1e1.¢:(8{-meld 
the Benwood. The site is also 
visited by Barracuda (below). 
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rests ona reef off Palm Beach. 





what in population, develooment and 
character as well as configuration. What 
they do have in common is an incredible 
underwater ecosystem, thousands of 
years in the making, that continues to 
thrive in the warm, clear waters fringing 
them. Interspersed with the living animals 
are the skeletons and ghosts of glorious 
sailing ships ravaged by hurricanes and 
split apart by the jagged corals. There are 
modern wrecks as well, strategically 
placed to benefit both the marine envi- 
ronment and the diver. For nearly 40 
years, portions of the reef system have 
been protected as a state park and na- 
tional sanctuary. Now, more recent legis- 
lation has designated the entire Florida 
Keys area aS a marine sanctuary. 
Throughout these waters, mooring buoys 
have been established to maintain the in- 
tegrity of the reefs and their inhabitants. 
The majority of reef formations are 
spur and groove, configurations where 
high profile coral mounds cut by sand 
channels lead from shallow to deeper 
waters. The waters immediately sur- 
rounding the islands are so shallow that 
the reef system doesn’t actually begin 
for several miles offshore. However, 
snorkelers will find plenty of small coral- 
heads chock full of life along the beach- 
es. On the gulf side, the mangroves bor- 
dering the shoreline provide a protective 
nursery for juveniles of all tyoes, such as 
Spiny Lobsters. The shallow depths of 
the Keys and the beauty of the environ- 
ment are what draw so many visitors— 
more than a million each year. And, it is 
in the shallow depths that divers will find 
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the most colorful array of corals and 
sponges, a bonus for those who seek 
longer bottoms times with less physical 
stress. 

Actually, stress is practically an un- 
Known entity in the Keys, where every- 
one kicks back to a more relaxed lifestyle 
and fewer accouterments. Most days are 
sunny and warm, requiring only T-shirts 
and shorts. The influence of the Gulf 
Stream coming close to shore affects not 
only the enjoyable warm climate but also 
the temperature and clarity of the water. 
Visibility ranges from about 30 on an off 
day to more than 100 feet. Dive condi- 
tions are generally ideal in the summer 
months, with flat seas and U/W tempera- 
tures rising to the mid 80s (°F). Winter 
does bring some periods of increased 
winds and slightly cooling seas but, for 
the most part, you'll still find the condi- 
tions closely resembling a Caribbean 
paradise. Just be sure to bring a wetsuit 
and expect cooler evenings at this time 
of the year. 

Travel by car is probably the most ex- 
pedient way to see the Keys but don’t ex- 
pect expressways. Slow down, enjoy the 
view and plan plenty of extra sightseeing 
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time along the way. Miami’s international 
airport is about an hour’s drive from Key 
Largo and there’s also a small commuter 
airport at Marathon, halfway between 
Key Largo and Key West. Marinas are 
available everywhere and, like the local 
motels and hotels, range from basic to 
luxurious. For those who enjoy camping 
the state parks are excellent, while com- 





[15] The Keys 


mercial operations offer more motel-style 
amenities. In addition to the fast food 
chains, the Keys offer outstanding fresh 
seafood and island cuisine. 

LOWER Keys: DRY TORTUGAS, KEY 
WeEsT, Bic PINE KEy. From the Dry 
Tortugas to quiet Big Pine Key, the Lower 
Keys offer an unsurpassed natural beauty, 
with broad expanses of mangroves, shal- 
low waters for wading birds and an in- 
credible array of marine life. The least pop- 


Dive Vesse 


e Custom seats and tank racks 


for 28 divers - Max ! 
e Seating for 99 passengers 


e Full on-board conaession stand 
e 3 Fresh water hot & cold showers 


e Underwater recall & stereo system 
e Hull- mounted underwater flood lights 


for night dives 


e Seperate mens & womens restrooms 


e 6 Glassbottom underwater viewing panels 


Hotel/Dive Packages Available. 


Call for information on individual or group prices. 


Phone foll free 1-800-772-DIVE or in Florida (305)761-3413 
Professional Diving Charters of Florida, Bahia Mar Yachting Ctr, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
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ulated of the chain, with the exception of 
Key West, these islands include many un- 
spoiled keys such as Sugarloaf, Cudjoe 
and Saddlebunch. But, the main attrac- 
tions to dive tourists lie in the eccentricities 
of Key West, the drama of the Dry Tor- 
tugas and the majesty of preserved Looe 
Key National Marine Sanctuary. 

Tiny Key West, with its illustrious history 
of pirates, Hemingway, sponge divers and 
wreckers, is now focused on entertaining 
the endless visitors who cruise zany Duval 
Street. A town of colorful characters, 
quaint turn of the century homes anda 
world famous sunset celebration at 
Mallory Square, Key West also offers 
great diversity underwater. An abundance 
of wrecks surrounds Key West, providing 
‘home to myriad sea creatures. Several 
have become permanent residences for 
grandfather sized Jewfish, now protected 
from exploitation after near extinction. The 
187 foot Cayman Salvager, sitting up- 
right at 90 feet, is home to Elvis the 
Jewfish and a large, handfed Green 
Moray Eel. The Tug also attracts several 
of these larger fish along with schools of 
jacks and Barracuda. Another popular 
wreck, the destroyer escort Alexander, 
now lies split in two sections, with a por- 
tion visible above the surface and deck 
guns still in place. 

Sand Key, a favorite gathering place 
for weekend boaters, offers swimming, 
snorkeling and diving in waters ranging in 
depth from a few feet to 65. Marked by 
an old iron lighthouse dating to 1853, the 
site has plenty of mooring buoys to pro- 
tect the reef. Ten Fathom Ledge, south 
of Sand Key, begins at 25 feet witha 
sheer wall dropping to 130. Sightings of 
pelagics are common here. The Dry 
Rocks area features large coral heads 
with sand gullies, perfect shelters for 
Nurse Sharks and stingrays. Eastern 
Dry Rocks, with shallow depths of 25 to 
35 feet, is home to a wreck of unknown 
origin, while nearby Rock Key also has 
several ancient wrecks of interest. 

The Western, Eastern and Middle 
Sambos, spur and groove formations di- 
vided into distinct areas by expanses of 
white sand, are shallow reefs providing 
habitat for tropicals and crustaceans. 
Other favorite sites include Ball and 
Chain, whose 15 foot profile includes ce- 
ment balls and chains from old channel 
markers, and Kedge Ledge, home of 
two 18th century schooners with eight 
foot anchors. For advanced divers there’s 
a drift along the All Alone Wreck at 110 
feet on the deeper outer reef. 

sixty-eight miles beyond Key West, 
the Dry Tortugas are accessed only by 
plane or boat. Designated a national 
park, the more than 64,000 acres of Ft. 
Jefferson Park provide home to pristine 
coral reefs, abundant game fish and 
many species of migratory birds. The 
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mangrove islands of the Marquesas, an- 
other group of outer islands, mark the lo- 
cation of one of the biggest finds in sal- 
vaging history, the wreck of the Atocha. 
Traveling down U.S. 1 away from Key 
West, the quiet beauty of nature again 
takes over. Big Pine Key is home to sever- 
al refuges, one of which protects the last 
remaining 300 miniature Key deer. The 
Great White Heron Refuge and Key West 
National Wildlife Refuge, providing safe 


+Meopit yok e« 


haven for birds and nesting turtles, are 
accessible only by boat. One of the most 
popular sanctuaries, Looe Key covers 
5.3 miles of pristine coral reefs, seagrass 
beds and sand flats. Named for the HMS 
Looe, a British frigate that sank in 1744, 
Looe Key boasts a healthy population of 
marine life. Beautiful Elknorn and Stag- 
horn Corals, massive Brain and Star 
Corals and profuse soft corals adorn the 
reefs and coral heads. Inhabitants range 
from crustaceans and invertebrates to 
large schooling fish, rays and eels. 

MIDDLE KEYs: MARATHON. Ihe “heart of 
the Keys” is bordered by the Keys’ two 
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longest bridges, the famous Seven Mile 
Bridge to the west and the 2.5 mile Long 
Key Bridge to the east. Marathon, the 
area’s most developed community, fea- 
tures several small shopping centers, a 
variety of motels, restaurants and marinas 
and a commuter airport. The Museum of 
Natural History of the Florida Keys, along 
U.S. 1, houses an exhibition on coral reef 
ecology as well as a nature trail. 

Sombrero Reef's 142 foot light tower 
is alandmark of the Middle Keys. Offering 
a variety of diving depths and 25 mooring 
buoys, the site is popular with both divers 
and snorkelers. A dramatic natural for- 
mation on the east side, the Archway is 
adorned with plentiful coral and sponge 
growth. Delta Shoals is another popular 
snorkel/dive site, with the remains of an 
1850s slaver ship scattered along the 
shallow depths. Known as the Ivory 
Wreck, the ship’s hold once carried trea- 
sured ivory tusks. Coffin’s Patch and 
East Washerwoman, with depths from 
15 to 30 feet, feature the splendid 
Staghorn and Elkhorn Corals so preva- 
lent in the Keys. Coffin’s Patch also has 
its own forest of Pillar Corals on a small 
section of the reef. 

The 189 foot Thunderbolt, placed at a 
depth of 112 feet in 1986, played dual 
roles as a wartime mine planter and later as 
a research vessel. Considered one of the 
best wrecks of the Keys, the ship is well 
encrusted with coral and sponge growth, 
attracting large Barracuda, schooling 
Amberjacks and, occasionally, sharks. In 
shallower waters, near Duck Key, the rem- 
nants of an 1800s steamship called the 
Boiler Wreck are home to scores of an- 
gelfish, Trumpetfish and parrotfish. 

UppeER Keys: LonG KEy, ISLAMORADA, 
KEY LARGO. Heading north from the 
Middle Keys, the islands become more 
populated until you reach Key Largo, 
which has the densest concentration of 
dive shops, marinas and tourist accom- 
modations. Key Largo attracts the bulk of 
the visitors as it is the first stop-off after 
Miami and also home to the popular off- 
shore state and national sanctuaries. In 
1960, John Pennekamp Coral Reef State 
Park was established, creating the first 
underwater park in the U.S. In 1975, the 
area was expanded to include the Key 
Largo National Marine Sanctuary, bring- 
ing the total area to 188 square miles, 
running 8.5 miles out from Key Largo and 
21 miles along the shoreline. The park of- 
fers excellent shallow diving on beautiful 
coral reefs saturated with abundant ma- 
rine life. It provides the usual park ser- 
vices: camping, canoeing, picnicking and 
boat rides. South of Key Largo are Plan- 
tation and Tavernier on Islamorada, a little 
less hectic and still graced by quaint 
buildings of the earlier part of the century. 

Undoubtedly, the very best camping in 
the Keys is found at Long Key State Park, 








your first stop after leaving Marathon. 
With campsites right along the ocean, ex- 
cellent snorkeling and extensive nature 
trails through mangrove shores, hard- 
wood hammocks and dunes, Long Key is 
a naturalist’s paradise. The next attraction 
is Alligator Reef, named for the USS 
Alligator warship that ran aground here 
in the 1800s. Marked by a light tower that 
dates to 1873, the active marine life on 
the spur and groove reef far outshines the 
meager remains of the ship. In contrast, 
the 287 foot Eagle, a freighter placed as 
an artificial reef in 1985, is a virtual play- 
ground for divers. The ship is intact, lying 
on her starboard side in 110 feet of water. 

Just below Tavernier, Conch Reef is 
the chosen site for NOAA’s Aquarius 
habitat, an underwater research labora- 
tory. Nearby Conch Wall, one of the 
better drop-offs of the area, begins at 45 
feet and slopes to more than 120, at- 
tracting pelagics such as sharks, Cobia 
and Eagle Rays. To the west lies a por- 
tion of the famous Silver Plate fleet, 
sunk in a 1733 hurricane while carrying 
gold and silver from Cuba to Europe. 
Their treasures long since salvaged, El 
Infante and the San Jose exist now as 
little more than ballast stones and a few 
timbers scattered along the reef, sur- 
rounded by angelfish, Sergeant Majors 
and schools of grunts and snappers. 

From Spanish galleons we go to the 
more contemporary wrecks of the Bibb 
and Duane. Twin Coast Guard cutters 
placed as artificial reefs in 1987, these 
ships lie between 120 and 130 feet in an 
area that frequently experiences strong 
currents. While the clear water of the cur- 
rents greatly enhances visibility, these 
wrecks are considered best suited for 
advanced divers. The Duane presents 
excellent photo opportunities with 
schooling Barracuda at the crow’s nest 
and several heavily encrusted openings 
for framing divers. Nearby Pickles Reef, 
at 25 feet, makes a great second dive fol- 
lowing the Bibb and Duane. The remains 
of another wreck, hardened masses of 
mortar resembling pickling kegs, is dis- 
persed throughout the area. 

Just inside the borders of the national 
sanctuary we find Molasses Reef, often 
described as the most beautiful in the 
preserve. With more than 25 mooring 
buoys and a 45 foot high tower, Molasses 
is easily identified and offers extraordinary 
snorkeling as well as diving. Depths begin 
at five feet and run as deep as 85 In areas 
such as the Mini Wall. The reef has all of 
the Keys’ signature marine life—school- 
ing grunts, snappers and Schoolmasters, 
hordes of Sergeant Majors, Green Moray 
Eels, Atlantic Stingrays, Nurse Sharks, 
Gray Angelfish and much more. At nearby 
French Reef, Hourglass and Christ- 
mas Tree Cave are fine examples of the 
labyrinthine structure of the area’s coral 


heads. The caverns shelter schools of 
glistening Copper Sweepers and, during 
the summer months, a shimmering as- 
semblage of Silversides. 

Many photographers claim the Ben- 
wood as their favorite dive. The feeding of 
Barracuda and Green Moray Eels has cre- 
ated a cast of ready made models. The 
Benwood sank following a collision during 
World War Il and was dynamited to avoid 
a navigational hazard. Consequently, the 
remains are scattered far and wide in 
depths from 25 to 45 feet and offer an 
enormous habitat. At the Elbow you'll al- 
So find the remains of several 19th century 


vessels heavily populated with life: the 
City of Washington, a schooner that ran 
aground in 1917; the Civil War Wreck; 
and the 752 ton steamer Towanda. But 
the Elbow’s most famous attraction is the 
statue of Christ of the Deep, sometimes 
called Christ of the Abyss. One of the 
most photographed underwater struc- 
tures, the bronze statue is secured ona 
concrete base in 25 feet of water, making 
it accessible to divers and snorkelers. The 
surrounding reef is resplendent with mas- 
sive Brain Corals reaching to within 10 feet 
of the surface. Sharks and rays are fre- 
quently spotted in the area. 


historic a man- a 
all kept warm and clear by 
our Gulf Stream waters— 
and only one hour 
from Miami? 
Ocean Divers and Marina 
Del Mar provide state- 
of-the-art facilities and 
comfort to make it EASY 
to DIVE KEY LARGO. 
Dive day or night: 
alr or Nitrox—Ocean 
Divers does it all! 
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To the north end of the park, Carysfort 
Reef is marked by a 112 foot high light 
tower. A trench running parallel to the reef 
separates the spur and groove formation 
into two distinct reefs. The second reef, 
with large coral heads, rises to within 35 
feet of the surface. Large stands of Elk- 
horn and Pillar Corals are considered a 
photographer's delight and the site is the 
final resting place of the HMS Carysfort, 
which ran aground in 1770. 


MIAMI/BISCAYNE BAY 

When you arrive in Miami, there’s no 
question you've left the laidback attitude of 
the Keys for the big city life. Miami bustles 
with action and energy, a hodgepodge of 
many cultures and flavors displayed in ex- 
uberant festivals, wild nightlife and neigh- 
borhood clutches. Home to a Grand Prix, 
massive film productions, artists’ colonies 
and large financial corporations, Miami's 
cosmopolitan downtown Is a sharp con- 
trast to the swampland that originally cov- 
ered this area. But, in small pockets of 
sanctuaries and preserves, the beauty of 
nature as it was more than 100 years ago 
Still draws visitors. To the southwest lie the 
wetlands of the Everglades, with alligators, 
herons and endless sawgrass. And, along 
the coast is the 181,000 acre Biscayne 


IDA 


National Park, with coral reefs, mangrove 
lined islands and shallow waterways. 

Miami leads the state in artificial reef 
programs, sinking everything from spe- 
cially made modular units to jet airplanes. 
The projects of the Dade County Artificial 
Reef Program have been thriving with the 
aid of Miami’s tropical climate and warm 
water temperatures. But, there are sever- 
al favorite sites already provided by na- 
ture and closely resembling the colorful 
formations of the Keys. Fowey’s Reef, 
marked by a large steel lighthouse, 
ranges in depth from 10 to 100 feet. Elk- 
horn Corals are a major attraction here 
along with abundant tropicals. Pacific, 
Long, Brewsters and Ajax Reefs are 
among those bordering the connection 
to Pennekamp Park. 

With such an active artificial reef pro- 
gram, the wrecks and assorted parapher- 
nalia tend to attract the bulk of the area’s 
divers. The Almirante, one of Miami's 
first artificial sites, was placed 20 years 
ago at 130 feet. She was turned upside 
down by hurricane forces but still pro- 
vides an outstanding dive. The Blue Fire, 
at 110 feet, is another vessel reconfigured 
by nature. The 175 foot steel freighter, 
separated along the hull, now offers 
divers additional penetration. Other deep 
sites include the Deep Freeze, a 210 
foot transport vessel at 130 feet, and the 
Orion, a 118 foot steel tug. 

several of the sites established under 
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the artificial reef project are designed to 
accommodate continued expansion, 
such as the Belzona Triangle, estab- 
lished in 1991. The site includes three 
tugs ranging in size from 85 to 100 feet, 
as well as several large freighters, barges 
and a conglomeration of boulders, cul- 
verts, concrete pipes and grinders. 

The most unusual and most publicized 
of Dade County’s projects was the sinking 
of a Boeing 727 aircraft off Key Biscayne. 
Known as the Spirit of Miami, the 20 ton 
jetliner received extensive preparation for 
the event and was a true harbinger of the 
city’s reborn spirit after the devastation of 
Hurricane Andrew. 


FT. LAUDERDALE/HOLLYWOOD 

The Ft. Lauderdale/Hollywood area has 
come a long way from its infamous asso- 
ciation with the raucous spring break par- 
ties of the 1960s. Today’s visitors range 
from the young to the old, with many sea- 
sonal tourists from Canada and Europe. 
Long popular for its beautiful beaches, Ft. 
Lauderdale also offers high class resorts, 
an outstanding performing arts center, 
plentiful watersports and an abundance of 
open air restaurants lining the busy intra- 
coastal waterway. Hollywood is some- 
what quainter, with a small town atmo- 
sphere and plentiful early 1900s architec- 
ture. Recreational parks and preserves 
protect much of the natural beauty of the 
beaches and mangrove waterways adja- 
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cent to the intracoastal. Easily accessed 
shore diving is quite popular along the 
Dania and Hollywood beaches, especially 
during calm summer months. 

Like many of Florida’s prime diving lo- 
cations, Broward County has an active ar- 
tificial reef program and a well established 
mooring buoy system. With the occasion- 
al influence of the Gulf Stream, there’s al- 
so the convenience of drift diving. The 
area features three basic reeflines: the 
shallow inside reef; a second reeiiine at 30 
feet, with a 5 to 10 foot relief; and the third 
reef beginning at 45 feet and dropping to 
about 90 feet on the backside. Great 
snorkeling sites include Barracuda Reef, 
right off John U. Lloyd State Park, and the 
Copenhagen wreck near Pompano 
Beach. One of the area’s most beautiful 
wrecks, the heavily encrusted remains of 
the Copenhagen still yield machine gun 
bullets. The steel hulled freighter ran 
aground in 1900 and her 30 foot grave is 
now marked by prolific sea life. 

Through the efforts of the county’s artifi- 
cial reef program, a huge assortment of 
newer wrecks also lines the ocean bottom 
from Hollywood to Pompano Beach. The 
Tenneco Towers, placed in 1985, are 
former oil drilling platforms donated by the 
namesake company. The three towers are 
spaced 75 to 150 feet apart at depths 
ranging from 108 to 112 feet. Completely 
encrusted, the towers are a macro pho- 
tographer’s paradise as well as an attrac- 
tion for plentiful schooling fish and pelag- 
ics. The 197 foot Mercedes I began its 
notoriety in Palm Beach, running aground 
during a 1984 northeaster. After spending 
months in a millionairess’ front yard, the 
ship was freed and purchased by Brow- 
ard for its artificial reef program. 

The 240 foot vim Atria, originally posi- 
tioned on her side at 117 feet, was up- 
righted during Hurricane Andrew and 
sports a dense population of gorgonians 
and sponges. Other deep wrecks include 
the 175 foot Captain Dan, at 107 feet in 
the sand and the Rebel, a 150 foot 
freighter at 113 feet. Both wrecks attract 
many larger fish such as schools of 
Barracuda, Horse-eye Jacks and Amber- 
jacks. One of Ft. Lauderdale’s great at- 
tributes is the availability of shallow wreck 
sites for less experienced divers. The J. 
Scutti is a 95 foot Dutch harbor tug sunk 
in 1986. She’s tied by along, sponge en- 
crusted hawser to the bow of the 95 foot 
sailooat Pride. Depths range from 45 to 
70 feet. Lined up in a north-south direc- 
tion are several wrecks, slightly deeper at 
70 to 80 feet. The schooner J. Dorman is 
followed by an 85 foot schooner and the 
two Qualman Tugs. The proximity of 
these vessels is such that divers may cov- 
er all four in a single drift dive. 

Ft. Lauderdale has its bounty of natural 
resources as well. The reefs of this area 
closely resemble those of the Keys, with 
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slightly fewer hard corals and a prepon- 
derance of soft corals. Huge populations 
of schooling fish inhabit the shallow reefs 
and the coral heads feature small cav- 
erns, tunnels and overhangs. Hammer- 
head Reef, to the south, is a deep ledge 
attracting sharks, turtles and game fish. 
The set of double horseshoe ledges that 
make up HoJo’s are well known for har- 
boring crustaceans and invertebrates 
and, at 30 feet, perfect for less experi- 
enced divers. Pompano Drop-off is one 
of several sites where Pillar Corals have 
been establishing growth. At the northern 
end of the county, the shallow and 
midreef areas of La Bonte, Abbey Too 
and Angling Pier have dramatic relief 
and a healthy population of marine life. 


PALM BEACHES TO FT. PIERCE 

~As we make the transition from 
Florida’s Gold Coast to the Treasure 
Coast, the pace slows down, the popula- 
tion thins out and the diving takes ona 
more adventurous nature. The coastline 
is dominated by upscale residences and 
state parks, while the interior features 
rich farmlands and the northern fringes of 
the Everglades. A wholesome atmo- 
sphere dominates the tourist infrastruc- 
ture, with plentiful family attractions, a 
wide range of accommodations anda 
generous measure of cultural events. 

Along Palm Beach, the Gulf Stream 
comes closer to shore than anywhere in 
tne continental U.S., bringing with it thou- 
sands of migrating creatures ranging from 
huge, full grown pelagics to tiny creatures 
in the first stages of growth. As you head 
north, you'll notice a transition to hard 
rock ledges with dramatic, almost 
primeval formations providing a base for 
the corals and sponges. The currents of 
the Gulf Stream also bring warm, clear 
waters and visibility sometimes exceed- 
ing 150 feet. When the stream moves 
away from shore, the nutrient rich waters 
of local estuaries seep through the inlet 
toward the reefs, providing a comple- 
menting component to the food chain. 
Although this influx of estuary water de- 
creases visibility, it increases the opportu- 
nities for sightings of such exotic crea- 
tures as Whale Sharks and Manta Rays. 
Almost all Palm Beach diving is done by 
drifting with a float ball, the easiest way to 
flow with the currents. 

One of this coastline’s most endearing 
animals is the sea turtle. Loggerhead, 
Green and Hawksbill Turtles are the most 
common species found here, although 
Leatherback Turtles have also been sight- 
ed. Although these creatures are year- 
round residents, their populations soar in 
the summer months as the females head 








for shore to lay their eggs. 

Southern Palm Beach County marks 
the dramatic transition in the reefline with 
Delray Ledge, a 50 to 65 foot reef featur- 
ing huge overhangs draped in sponges 
and gorgonians and filled with schooling 
grunts and snappers. Shark Reef, so 
named for occasional sightings of Bull 
and Reef Sharks, is a well defined 60 foot 
formation with plentiful soft corals on top. 
The Delray Wreck at 22 feet and Jap 
Rock to the south, at Boca Raton, are 
both great for novices and snorkelers. 

At Lynn’s Reef there is a stretch of 
honeycombed 50 to 60 foot reefs rich 
with tropicals, crustaceans and eels. 
Paul’s Reef, divided by sand patches, 
ranges from a low, straight ledge to larger 
mounds etched with caverns and mini- 
caves. Here you'll find turtles, Nurse 
Sharks, lobsters, huge Midnight Parrot- 
fish and schools of Copper Sweepers. 
Similarly, Horseshoe Ledge has plenti- 
ful marine life filling its ledges, caverns 
and honeycomb holes. 

The Teardrop is a low profile reefline 
that leads to a series of ledges in the 
Breakers chain. The continuous reef be- 
comes South Ron’s, then Ron’s Rock 
at a large overhang known to shelter 
Jewfish and Nurse Sharks. From there 
divers cross a sand patch to North 
Ron’s (also called Flower Garden) that 
eventually leads to the Breakers proper. 
At the north end of the Breakers, called 
the Hook, another large ledge is a fa- 
vorite hangout for sharks, groupers, 
Jewfish and turtles. From here, it’s a 
short drift to the Turtle Mound, where 
you'll see turtles, large rays, octopus and 
schooling grunts and snappers. 

The Mizpah and Amaryllis are favorite 
wreck dives off Palm Beach. Both have 
been down more than 20 years, accumu- 
lating so much growth that only the out- 
line gives a clue as to what’s underneath. 
You can drift from one to the other at 
depths ranging from more than 90 feet to 
less than 80. 

Nearby are several wrecks placed more 
recently as artificial reefs. The Owens 
Triangle, established in the mid 1980s, 
includes the 125 foot Eidsvag freighter, a 
large barge and a Rolls-Royce automo- 
bile. Large schools of Barracuda gravitate 
to the Eidsvag, hanging motionless near 
the ship’s rails. At times you'll find Green 
Moray Eels and large groupers. The 
largest of the area’s wrecks is the 
Princess Ann, sunk in 1993. The 350 
foot passenger ferry is in an area with fre- 
quent strong currents and is recommend- 
ed only for experienced divers. 

The reefs become even more rugged 
and unpredictable north of Palm Beach, 
seeming to attract an even wilder array of 
animals and offering drift divers challeng- 
ing and exciting dives. Frank’s Snapper 
Reef is a double ledge ranging from near- 
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ly 100 feet at the lower ledge to 65 on the 
higher rim. Potholes full of lobster, over- 
hangs harboring groupers and snappers 
and the deep ledges with Blacktip and 
Bull Sharks make this a spectacular dive. 
Juno Ball and the Jupiter High Ledge 
offer the highest profiles along this coast. 
Sightings here typically include Manta 
and Spotted Eagle Rays, turtles, sharks 
and a variety of groupers. 

Ft. Pierce, home of the giant lobsters, is 
also home to agiant wreck, the USS 
Rankin. More than 450 feet long, she 

rests on her side at 120 feet, with the 

TERRIFIC ROOM/DIVE PACKAGES } main deck at 80 feet. Other favorites are 

oe ee > - a ~ the Halsey, the Amazon and the Gulf 

‘Y LARGO BAY Lge oe Pride, all with healthy populations of fish 

KEY LARGO, RESORT <S i. 24 ( Wee = and invertebrates. Several Ft. Pierce sites 

103800 Overseas Highw 4 . i . carry less than refined titles. Toilet Bowl 

| Key Largo, Fl, 33037. a > a ) Reef is so named for the many porcelain 

jewels dumped in the area and Tire Reef 

began with the sinking of old tires, school 
buses and barges. 


FLORIDA’S SPRINGS 

In many pristine settings throughout 
central and northwestern Florida you'll 
find beautiful, crystalline springs gurgling 
from Florida’s extensive freshwater 
aquifer. Forced through weak points in 
the soluble limestone base by hydrostatic 
pressure, the water is technically distilled 
as it rushes toward the surface, produc- 
ing sparkling clear pools of varying sizes 
and configurations. In many areas, the 
; passageways followed by the water are 
’ interconnecting labyrinths of tunnels and 
. ‘Cis ew [MORAY a caves traveling back into the earth for 
vee ae ey ee: ee wy cS miles. Each spring area is unique, not only 
aed Wg on Reader Service Card circle #900n Reader Service Card ——— in the formation of its caverns and caves 
but also in the surrounding countryside. 
Some are tucked away deep in primeval 
woods while others are grass bordered 
attractions in state parks. All share a con- 
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diving or snorkeling with the West Indian 
Manatee in Crystal River. Now protected 
in sanctuaries around the springs, these 
adorable creatures have had a difficult time 
in recent years, succumbing to power 
boats and overdevelopment of habitat. 
From November to March, they flock to 
the warmer spring waters, escaping cool 
temperatures along the coast. Local dive 
shops offer guided tours during this time, 
providing educational lectures about the 
Manatee. King Spring, along Banana 
Island, is the most frequented at Crystal 
River and also provides great diving during 
summer months. Dropping 30 feet, the 
spring leads to two caverns that continue 
another 50 to 60 feet. You'll also find 
Manatees at nearby Homasassa Springs 
State Wildlife Park, where orohaned and 
injured animals are rehabilitated and reac- 
climated before being released. 

Moving north from Crystal River to 
Williston you'll find two large and very 
popular attractions. Devil’s Den, a 200 
foot basin entered through a dry cave, 
has a 60 foot spring and has produced 
many remains of extinct animals and hu- 
mans dating back to 7500 BC. Nearby is 
Blue Grotto, another commercial oper- 
ation with a natural sink reaching 110 
foot depths. 

High Springs, near the heart of the 
state, is surrounded by a treasure trove of 
springs. At Ginnie Springs, you'll find 
complete diving, camping and canoeing 
facilities along the Santa Fe River. There 


are actually six springs here, the largest. 


being the Ginnie basin with an 18 foot cav- 
ern opening to alarge sloping room 60 
feet deep. Devil’s Ear, Devil’s Eye and 
Little Devil’s are a short walk from the 
main spring and from these you may fol- 
low the river flow to July Spring, then 
back to the main spring. The nearby 
Ichetucknee River also has several springs 
along its tree lined banks. 

The interior of Florida features enor- 
mous old oak trees draped with Spanish 
moss, towering pines and thick palmetto 
scrub. Protected areas, such as the 
Peacock Slough, ensure this natural 
beauty will remain pristine for generations 
to come. Peacock Springs has picnic 
facilities and supervised diving and there 
are several other springs within the park. 
Nearby Troy Springs, along the banks 
of the Suwanee River, holds the remains 
of a Civil War wreck. 

Vortex Spring and Morrison Spring, 
in the Panhandle, are commercial opera- 
tions offering dive services and picnic facil- 
ities for visitors. Vortex features a 200 foot 
pool, 50 feet deep, and an U/W platform 
for instructional use. Morrison has a run to 
the beautiful Choctawatchee River. 


FLORIDA’S PANHANDLE 
Sweeping the northwest from Pen- 
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Florida’s Panhandle is a cornucopia of 
delights: southern mansions grace ante- 
bellum Tallahassee; modern day amuse- 
ment parks attract vacationers to 
Panama City; and the dense wildlife pre- 
serves speak of Florida’s untamed past. 
Soft, white sand beaches—some of the 
most beautiful in the world—bordered by 
mounds of sea oat covered sand dunes 
and sparkling, emerald green waters, de- 
fine much of the coastline of Florida’s 
Panhandle. Enormous herons walk the 
dunes and shore, dolphins frolic in the 
shallows and the calm sea provides a fine 
horizon for the stunning sunsets. 

Dive sites along the Panhandle are quite 
different from the southern portion of the 
state, with a predominance of rock ledges 
and an obvious green tint to the water. 
The Gulf Stream loops close to shore, 
bringing warm waters and a plethora of 
migratory species from as far away as the 
Yucatan. Dive conditions are best during 
the summer months but winter may bring 
larger animals, such as Manta Rays and 
Whale Sharks, and is also considered ide- 
al for hunting on the deeper reefs. Visibility 
usually ranges between 40 and 80 feet 
and currents are variable. Additional pro- 
tection is needed in winter as water tem- 
peratures dip well below summer’s warm 
80s to a possible 68°F. 

The wealth of wrecks, sunk both pur- 
posefully and by acts of nature, begins at 
Port St. Joe with the Empire Mica. One 
of the largest tankers of her era, the 465 
foot vessel sits in 110 feet of water, home 
to huge schools of baitfish and large 
Amberjacks. Along Panama City, an ac- 
tive artificial reef program has placed a 
number of exciting wrecks, as well as 
sections of the dismantled Hathaway 
Bridge, all now sporting healthy encrus- 
tations and attracting large schools of 
fish. Hordes of glistening baitfish surround 
the 200 foot Chippewa. Other great 
wrecks include the USS Strength and 
the Chickasaw. A new addition is a 100 
foot Hovercraft donated by the Navy, 
placed at 75 feet. Mr. Happy, one of 
Destin’s most prolific wrecks, remains in- 
tact and thriving. Pensacola is also home 
to several famous wrecks, the most 
renowned being the USS Massa- 
chusetts, with gun turrets exposed 
above the waterline and 75 years worth of 
encrusting growth along her sides. = 














DIVE TRAINING 


PADI’s Improve Your Scuba: 
Wreck Diving 


Learning to Dive the Ocean's Time Capsules 









black and white 

image of amas- 
sive ship appears on 
the screen in letterbox; 
a soothing, articulate 
voice speaks of the 
sinkable nature of ships; 
the camera follows a 
sinking giant as it slips 
beneath the waterline. 
From the beginning, the 
quality of Wreck Diving, 
PADI’s sixth video in the 
Improve Your Scuba se- 
ries, is apparent. The intro- 
duction prepares viewers 
to be entertained and visu- 
ally stimulated while learning 
the procedure for safely div- 
ing the ocean's wrecks. 

Wreck Diving’s main em- 
phasis is clear—diver safety, 
first and foremost—but the 
video also deals with the is- 
sues of wreck diving laws, the 
etiquette of artifact removal 
and the hazards divers present 
to resident marine life. Armchair 
students are first advised to 
learn the laws governing the 
particular wreck they wish to visit 
and then evaluate the wreck’s 
hazards. The student is taught 
the basics of navigation, the spe- 
cial conditions of diving deep 
wrecks and those of diving a 
wreck in strong currents. The video also 
points out the value of researching a 
wreck’s history and the skill of mapping 
So you can return to an interesting site 
with ease. 

Filmed mostly in the clear, blue waters 
of the Caribbean, a good portion of the 
video is spent on the subject of wreck 
penetration—the activity that presents 
the most hazards. PADI’s divers act out a 
number of penetration procedures and 
scenarios, illustrating the proper use of 
penetration equipment, including a line 


BY TAMARA L. COLLINS 





and reel, an alternate air supply and back- 
up light sources. The procedures to fol- 
low in the case of special and emergency 
situations, such as limited visibility owing 
to silt and light failure, are also covered. 
Venturing into the ocean's time cap- 
sules can be a challenge and to do it 
safely divers need the proper training and 
education. When used in conjunction 
with the PADI Wreck Diver Specialty 
course, Wreck Diving is an excellent tool 
to prepare divers of any skill level to safe- 
ly and conscientiously explore sunken 
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~~ PADI’s Improve Your Scuba Wreck Diving 






Log Insert 
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video and Log Insert booklet present the 
procedures for safe wreck exploration. 


ships, planes and automobiles. Included 
with the 40 minute, closed captioned 
video is a Log Insert booklet that outlines 
the main points of the video for quick ref- 
erence. The insert is hole punched so It 
can be kept in your PADI logbook binder. 

For more information on PADI’s Wreck 
Diving video ($32.50) or to find out more 
about the other videos in the Improve 
Your Scuba series, call (800) 729-7234, 
fax (714) 540-2609 or write to PADI at 
1251 East Dyer Road #100, Santa Ana, 
CA 92705. = 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY RICK FREHSEE 


= ruitful and abundant, fruitful and 
abundant. These two words kept 
passing through my mind as | surveyed 
the underwater scenery. Coral Garden 
was the name of the site and a perfect 
description as well. Fingers of coral me- 
andered across a field of snow white 
sand, occasionally exploding into tall 
spires and pinnacles. One was a twin 
spire of perfectly formed Pillar Coral—a 
particularly majestic and sometimes rare 
species in much of the Caribbean. 

Soft seafans in purple and pastel 
sprouted from the tall coral heads and 
swayed in the gentle swell. Bursts of hot 
colors—red, purple, pink, green and or- 
ange—were provided by rope, finger, 
vase and tube sponges. Other sponges 
formed huge basket and barrel shapes, 
some double and even triple barreled. 
Coral and schooling fishes were every- 
where—here a pair of Hog Snappers, 
there one-half dozen Gray Angelfish and 
here and there schools of Mahogany 
Snappers, Bermuda Chubs, Yellow 
Goatfish and Blue Tangs. At several 
points during the dive we were con- 
fronted by what seemed to be an end- 
less parade of Creole Wrasse. This reef, 
only 20 to 25 feet deep and a short, five 
minute boat ride north of the dock at 
Blackbird Caye Resort, was a perfect 











esort 


metaphor for fruitful abundance. 

“This is not your average vacation; this 
is an adventure,” is the statement made 
on a Blackbird Caye T-shirt. “This is also 
an education,” would complete the mes- 
sage as this is more than your average 
dive resort. Blackbird Caye Resort, on 
the eastern side of Turneffe Islands Atoll, 
Belize, is a combination marine research 
station and dedicated dive resort. Well 
positioned to access many miles of pris- 
tine wilderness reefs and walls along the 
sizable atoll, itis also a place of peace, 
conservation and physical and mental 
renewal. Belize, a country of diverse and 
abundant wilderness, presents an off- 
shore environment that includes 170 
miles of nearly continuous barrier reef, 
more than 150 cayes and three unique 
coral atolls. These atolls, essentially a 
ring-like formations enclosing a central 
lagoon, are found only in this area of the 
western Caribbean. Actually, they are 
unique in this hemisphere. 

Turneffe is the largest of Belize’s three 
offshore atolls and the one closest to 
shore. It is 30 miles long with a maximum 
width of 10 miles and an area of a little 
more than 200 square miles. Turneffe is 
unique in that the 30 or so islets are 
mostly mangroves—a significant marine 
habitat and juvenile nursery. The well- 
formed offshore reefs include 46 species 
of hard corals, numerous sponge 
species and an unusual abundance and 
diversity of marine fishes. Although infre- 
quently dived, there are 70 known sites 
around the outer fringe of the atoll. 
Blackbird Caye, on the windward side of 
Turneffe, can access many of these 
quality dive sites and is home to consid- 
erable above water natural habitat. The 
caye is roughly 4,000 acres, the largest 
island in the atoll, and about 32 miles 
east of Belize City. 

After arrival at the Phillip Goldson 
International Airport just outside of Belize 
City, guests are greeted by Keith 
Slusher, the resort’s transfer manager. 
From there you will drive directly to the 
dock for transport to the caye. (Occa- 
sionally, arrivals late in the day will 
overnight at a mainland hotel and boat 
transfer to Blackbird Caye early the next 
morning.) 

The scenic boat trip takes about an 
hour and a half, first passing a series of 
offshore islands and then crossing 


Right: Ray Lightburn, Blackbird Caye Re- 
sort’s eloquent owner, is a big-hearted 
Belizean and an ardent conservationist. 


through the mangrove islets of Turneffe 
Atoll over to the eastern side. The first 
view of Blackbird Caye Resort is of the 
dock and a series of thatched roof bun- 
galows. Soon after arrival and check-in 
you will meet dive operations manager 
Klaus Eiberle and instructor/biologist 
Sarah Christie. Both Klaus and Sarah 
found their way to Blackbird Caye via the 
marine sciences. Klaus arrived as a coral 
reef analyst aboard a research vessel; 
Sarah arrived after a two year stretch in 
The Bahamas working as a fisheries biol- 
ogist. Both are, therefore, interested in 
combining the recreational and educa- 
tional opportunities provided by the re- 
sort’s diving and research setting. 

As | was later to learn from Blackbird’s 
eloquent owner, Ray Lightburn, the re- 
sort’s research and recreational func- 
tions evolved side by side. Lightburn, a 
big Belizean with an even bigger heart, 
has been a union leader, a political ac- 
tivist (his grandfather took youngster Ray 
to a political rally and it is said that Ray 
never left) and a newspaper editor. After 
standing up to developers who planned 
to cut down large areas of mangroves 
and discovering that “fish do grow on 
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trees” (mangroves support many fish 
populations and provide an essential link 
in the reef food chain), Ray Lightburn be- 
came avery active conservationist. After 
a primary developer also became envi- 
ronmentally aware and educated, they 
formed a team that included Kent Leslie, 
the resort’s manager, thus the Blackbird 
Caye project was born. 

The island, the mangrove lined lagoon 
and virtually the entire reef system is ba- 
sically wilderness, nearly untouched by 
human hands. This, combined with 
Blackbird Caye’s relative closeness to 
Belize City, makes the resort a perfect lo- 
cation for exceptional recreational diving, 
appealing mainly to those ready for an 
environmentally conscious educational 
experience. It is also a perfect place for a 
research station for continuous and on- 
going study. This is Blackbird Caye’s 
combined destiny—to provide a unique 
and attractive island diving experience 
and to provide a station for marine re- 
search. Klaus and Sarah have their own 
ongoing interest in monitoring the health 
and growth of Turneffe’s living reefs. 
Other research and educational organi- 
zations, such as the Oceanic Society, 
concentrate on wild dolphin research 
and evaluation as well as coral reef and 
mangrove research. 

There is never a complete separation 
of Blackbird Caye’s dual personality. 
Researchers often eat, socialize and oc- 
casionally dive with guests. Evening slide 
presentations, usually presented by 
Klaus and Sarah, highlight fish, inverte- 
brate and coral identification and behav- 
ior. A major difference at Blackbird Caye 
Resort is that guests always receive a 
dose of marine education, information is 
freely shared and everyone Is encour- 
aged to ask questions. 

Blackbird Caye Resort essentially is a 
group of mahogany cottages with 
thatched roofs perched on a white sand 
beach at the edge of the sea. The interi- 
ors are comfortable, spacious and sup- 
plied with electricity and hot water. The 
cottages are cooled by the trade winds 
via screened, louvered windows and 
overhead fans. The main building or eco- 
lodge is a handsome round wood build- 
ing with a high peaked thatched root. 
Inside is the restaurant and social 
lounge. The food, three meals a day plus 
coffee, drinks and snacks any time, Is 
excellent. A combination of familiar and 
island cuisine emphasizing local fruit, 
vegetables and seafood is featured. 

The boat dock provides a place fora | 
small dive shop and wet storage locker. 
Natural construction and single story 
structures are aresort mandate. The 
most notable part of the land experience 
is the incredible natural beauty of the 
sprawling beach, vegetation and sea 
panorama, viewed anywhere from the 
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PO Box 7000, Soufriere, St. Lucia, West Indies © Telephone (809) 459-7000 Fax (809) 459-7700 
For U.S. dive reservations call Go Diving at 800-328-5285 or (612) 931-9101 


Call immediately for our color brochure, or contact your favorite travel agent. 
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BLACKBIRD CAYE 
RESORT 


beach property. Many trees are tagged 
with signs denoting their names. A trail 
just north of the guest bungalows leads 
to a dock on the mangrove lagoon, 
where snorkeling adventures are easily 
launched. Below the mangroves is a 
maze of soonge-covered roots where 
fish, crabs, shrimp and others find 
refuge. The Turtle Grass bottom is home 
for hordes of Casseopeia, the upside- 
down jellyfish. Incidentally, the island is 
named for the great-tailed grackle (Qui- 
Sicalus mexicanus), a crow-like blackbird 
with a melodious call. 

The property includes 350 acres; the 
resort occupies 65 acres of beachfront. 
Our main dive boat for the week was 
Baluum (jaguar in Maya), a 26 foot wood- 
en skiff powered by a huge outboard and 
a spare. A center tank rack, side seats 
and a rear boarding ladder make the boat 
comfortable for divers. There is a second 
mid-sized boat similarly equipped. The 
larger resort vessel, the 50 foot custom 
dive boat Blackbird, is used primarily for 
regular weekly day trips to Lighthouse 
Reef and the Great Blue Hole. Blackbird is 
also utilized to transfer groups to and 
from the island. 

In addition to pristine coral gardens 
just inside the main reef, there is a nearly 
continuous wall that lines the outer reef. 
As aresult, most of the dive sites, dozens 
of which are only minutes from the resort, 
are on or near a colorful wall. One spec- 
tacular site we visited was Sponge 
Canyons, in front of Little Calabash 
Caye, just five minutes south of the re- 
sort. Following a fissure over the wall, 
divers in buddy pairs proceed down and 
along the wall until reaching 1,500 psi. 
Then the divers head up through a chan- 
nel in the wall, weaving their way through 
coral heads until arriving back at the 
boat. This is also typical of the resort’s 
established profile. This site was particu- 
larly blessed with sponges of every size 
and description. Two huge Barrel 
Sponges rose from the sand bottom di- 
rectly in the middle of our wall channel. 
Over the vertical wall we found more 
spectacular sponges, including a hand- 
some Strawberry Sponge surrounded by 
a bouquet of Black Coral. On top of the 
wall were more huge Basket and Barrel 
Sponges, some taller than a diver. The 
similarity of the dive sites was evidenced 
mainly by the ever present wall; differ- 
ences were apparent in the sponge, 
coral and fish populations. Surprises 
such as turtles, Eagle Rays and the occa- 
sional manta or shark are possible on any 
dive site. Healthy and prolific reef forma- 
tions are the rule. Visibility can range from 
80 to 150 feet. 











A recent addition to the excellent 
standard reef and wall itinerary is regu- 
lar visits each week, weather permit- 
ting, to beautiful Lighthouse Reef and 
Halfmoon Caye. This all-day excursion 
features a deep dive in the incredible 
Great Blue Hole. Beneath its lip, 
divers will find the out of this world 
presence of huge stony stalactites, 
some 30 feet long. After lunch ona 
scenic caye, a dive is staged at 
Halfmoon Caye Wall or Long Caye 
Wall, two of the most visually spectac- 
ular drop-offs in all of Belize. 





TACA has modern 767 and 737 aircraft 
and flies nonstop to Belize daily from the 
U.S. gateways of Miami, New Orleans and 
Houston, with immediate connections 
from Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


Belize travel specialist Paul Hunt has 
recently developed a series of high qual- 
ity, price conscious dive packages for 
Blackbird Caye Resort. A special four 
night program, with Turneffe Islands div- 
ing, and a seven night program, includ- 
ing Lighthouse Reef and the Great Blue 
Hole, are available through 1996. These 
excellent packages include an excep- 
tional itinerary with three dives per day 
(generally two morning and one after- 
noon or night dive), food, lodging, trans- 
fers and many extras such as a marine 
biology research lecture. 

Call Betty Taylor today for complete 
details on Blackbird Caye Resort. The 
phone number is (713) 659-5144; fax 
(713) 658-0739. = 


PETER HUGHES’ 
FIFTH DANCER 


If you could go diving anywhere in the 
world, where would it be? Peter Hughes 
wants to know your first choice of desti- 
nations. It has to be someplace he 
doesn’t presently have a Dancer. If your 
first choice is the same as Peter’s, then 
your name will be entered in a drawing to 
win a trip for two aboard the inaugural 
charter of Peter Hughes’ fifth Dancer. 

Please let us know by June 1, 1996 by 
writing to Peter Hughes Diving, 6851 
Yumuri Street, Suite 10, Coral Gables, 
Florida 33146 or fax your choice to (305) 
669-9475. If you would like to receive a 
copy of Peter’s new brochure, please call 
(800) 9DANCER/932-6237 or drop a 
note on the Internet to htto://www.win- 
net.net/dancer/. = 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY BY STEPHEN FRINK 


C apturing underwater images with 
a still or movie camera has been a 
Ife [arbiters lajarstades\end(o)amie) a ele)iamasielgor 
ational and professional photogra- 
phers visiting Stuart Cove’s Dive 
sio]0i1am @lex-t-| apa O@]amial-m st-larclanit-lamisii-lare| 
of New Providence, this famed dive 
operation recently hosted film crews 
for Universal Studio’s theatrical re- 
lease of Flipper (see SKIN DIVER, 
December 1995), as well as many oth- 
er vintage movies such as the James 
Bond films Thunderball, For Your Eyes 
Only and Never Say Never Again. 
Hollywood cameramen such as 
Jordan Klein and Pete Romano have 
turned to Stuart Cove because they 
know he can provide warm, clear wa- 
ter, easy access (there are multiple 
airelaneomr-taahlalemiam\ictctst- lO mers Tih macelan 
ear lahva Oreo eer- ale miand>raar-harelar-lmer-acor 
ways), professional topside logistic 
10] 0} oko/a Mm (iarer|0lel| ale meiat-lac=m eler-lecw-lale| 
knowledgeable staff) and, most of all, 
lam Ulare(ciaNvrcics) am (olor talelamiildamanlitorme)i 
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photogenic coral reefs, shipwrecks 
and walls. Stuart has also developed 
several amazing shark dives—few 
fol=x)diar-helelalsmiamealom ce) a (emer- lame) iis) are! 
host of Caribbean Reef Sharks willing 
to work as extras for the kind of 
“scale” that comes from bloody fish 
eyelet 

| have traveled to Stuart Cove’s Dive 
South Ocean for my personal under- 
water photo projects as well. Stuart 
has helped me shoot editorial projects 
for SKIN DIVER and Esquire, as well 
as advertising projects for Nikonos 
(ore lanl cigs Koes ©) al-lanars(ex-10] e(erslmexo)anl ers l anv 
a wetsuit manufacturer and a dive 
cre Ul| olaasialmere) an) or-lahvem [amr- (elem dalomrclcyl 
time | was on New Providence work- 
Take MViuldame)(er-lam\r-tomcom olale)cole|e-lelan-la 
Wiate-yawe- its) aexo)aalanlelalter-idlelalcme lon aler=) 
known as the Buddy Phone. 

Alarsmte\ ele mer-l| (sre me) mm aycemel\\i-16ome (one 
Tale msvoyanisaaalialem=>.ceidialem ole) em el-n\zelale, 
that, the client was open to sugges- 
tions. We first thought a shipwreck 


photo/Stuart Cove 


naire }ahan el-m- We kelerem ey-lel.col ge) omae)] maar 
(e)ate) Com- laren ar-(ems\eial-16[0](-10 mele] ms e)cele|Ulom 
tion team for a different destination. 
However, it was winter and the winds 
were wreaking havoc on water clarity 
ida] colores avelenmanlerore elm der-m Or-lale)el-t-lar 
Faced with the very real possibility of 
Weetclaesio mde] gel(emeler- lleva laar-(e[-tsmuelel(e| 
be impossible, we considered another 
destination. Sharks certainly fit the re- 
o[Ulig=1ant>1al aie) m->.coule-aal-lalar-lalem Mm aale\ i 
Wi mexe]0](emexelU/a1me)am-jar-la.comiiiiame)ielclal 
Cove. | phoned Stuart on Wednesday. 
He assured me the weather was per- 
fect and the visibility, in excess of 100 
feet. By 1:00 pm the next day we were 
underwater, surrounded by sharks. 

At that point, however, we didn’t 
know if the project was complete. 
That’s where the newest addition to 
Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean came 
in—Fin Photo Center. With its quality 
processing of E-6 compatible film 
(Fujichrome, Agfachrome, Ekta- 
chrome), we knew on the same day 
that the images we sought were in the 
ors Tall alo M'\i-morelel(e mere) arex-ialicsi(ome)ameliale 
er photo needs. 

Let me preface my discussion of Fin 
ante) Kom Ox>10)¢-108 o)var=(e1,4are))ai-10 (0) ale mmclan 
very fussy about my film processing. | 
was reassured just by looking at the 
Felomeore)alireleleslicelamear-iaialiomlictsmome [6 re lice 
ty operation. The photo center was 
spotless. There was a brand new Jobo 
rotary tube processor with one-use 
Slalgqle)(qraltsia(oxe macelel-L.e@eiarciani(ers|iow-lale mre! 
Kodak process thermometer. The lat- 
ter may seem a small thing but an ac- 
curate thermometer means someone 
who knows and Cares Is in charge. 
That someone, at least in the start-up 
phase, is Steve Simonsen. 






































































Stuart and Michelle Cove decided 
they needed some professional in- 
sights to make sure their new under- 
water photo center was headed in the 
right direction, so they elicited opin- 
elatsmice)aamiaresstomil.<o) hacen .ca le) am lam eal 
very early stages, Nikon’s Frank 
Fennell and | were on location testing 
some new camera gear and we were 
fortunate enough to share some 
1d alelerelahesw-|ele)0] male)wa salou e)alelcemer-1aic=) 4 
aalte|aim el-mr-l(e mele) em kee[)eal-/aaiitame) delete! 
we sketched a design that included re- 
tail displays, camera rentals and video 
Tounanane pa elr-hyaer-\e1.qnr- Cer inai-t-melamaal= 
ground level. Upstairs there would be 
three separate classrooms with light 
tables, projection facilities and charg- 
ing stations; guest camera storage 
Kore} .<olacw-talem iiceleialcelaai=u(cl.ce! 
Or] oF-(elalaelent=) elaine elcer 
cessing from slides; 
and an E-6 process- 
Tarenrcley 

Stuart closely 
adhered to these ini- 
tial plans. Steve Si- 
monsen, a talented 
and knowledgeable pho- 
to pro who resides on St. 
Johacin the WS» Virgin 
Islands, was brought inasa 
consultant to make sure all oper- 
ated at maximum efficiency. He has 


Miami 


ga 
i 





worked very closely with the resident 
photo pro, Pam Chrisman, who now 
oversees a full range of photo ser- 
vices, including daily processing of E- 
6, custom video shoots with sophisti- 
(orci toro m rep ndiave mer-ler-lelilidi-1sm elave)cen lar 
struction, camera and video rentals 
and retail sales of photo related items. 


THE DIVING 

DThviceelolel dam @ler-t-lame)aislscmialasi-mel ii 
ferent shark dives, each has its own 
appeal. At the Shark Runway, in prox- 
imity to the new shipwreck Bahama 
iV Elie mclaremcloveleparcmanllismicelaameatse B)IY> 
SXo]0n eam @lot=¥-1 ame lolol ¢-er- me leh4-1 00) acre) 
(Oz 1a) o) el=t-laats\-melalcla.comslacmelachiuaMce) 


the scene by baitfish offered from a 





Above: Divers enjoy pho- 
Cole] a=] e)aliacemcct=re lace mOr-[alere 
bean Reef Sharks at 
Shark Runway. Below: 
Newly opened, the Fin 
Photo Center provides 
orerslinG'a-di(o(sr-|a10M Clejani a e)gere 
cessing, instruction, gear 
rentals and retail sales as 
well as custom videos. 
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Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean, next to the South Ocean Golf and Beach Resort, 
takes guests to reefs, wrecks and thrilling shark dives off New Providence Island. 
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fond 


polespear by staff members. This is 
one of my favorite sites for shark pho- 
tography because it is shallow (40 to 
50 feet), allowing ample bottom time, 
lolerarer-taimlle|anarslaremalroWavacr- tale mm malls 
means once the sand gets stirred into 
suspension, as It inevitably will by 
rambunctious sharks and apprehen- 
Sive divers, it settles quickly to clear 
the water. It also helps that a light cur- 
rent often washes this location. 

At Shark Wall, Caribbean Reef 
Sharks are seen with such regularity 
that the first dive is often done without 
bait so divers can simply observe the 
lars ldUle-|mel-ar-\ule) me)mialsr\-m-)(-12),@ @)a-10 (ce 
tors. The high voltage encounter be- 
(ollatsmeolalexomtaiomer=t)0ele) alome)ge)ele la) mromtalc 
scene. The divers are grouped in a se- 
mi-circle around the feeder in about 

50 feet of water. Once everyone 
Rsmexolanhiolatclolhvacyiaer-ta-1e mm dal 
circus begins! The bait is 
voraciously consumed 


by the frenzied, swirling sharks while 
s)ts(e1,@]gel0] els] ese A=11(ehWat-llmelarsle) eles) 
and Green Morays patrol the periph- 
ST aVAESI=15),0) 010 Blame) 0) celacelaliavmconer-laala 
for any errant morsels. The seafloor 
a\=1a-miome (olacsre Mm aldamalrelamelaelil(cmey esl a 
(Orel a= lm ar-r-(ercm elelavencur-ha-rem ohm oleae) i> 
Stovepipe Sponges and seafans, all 
orolaniaielundjacemcciaalilem)ulelom-larel(om eal) (en 
(e [gel e)al(em=| 0) e\-7-18 

The Shark Buoy is 
different than any 
shark dive anywhere. 
Here, beneath a 
large buoy tethered 
in 6,000 feet of wa- 
ter, Dolphinfish, 
Rainbow Runners 
elalemsxo1alere)iiale m= (e1.¢s) 
typically reside. This 
steady supply of po- 
tential prey, amid countless miles of 
open ocean, attracts pelagic preda- 
tors, most notably Silky Sharks. These 
are typically juveniles in the three to 
five foot range but there may be as 
many as a dozen and they are used to 
eating from the divemaster’s hand. 
Water clarity is almost always stunning 
here and the sharks can be closely ap- 
proached for impressive underwater 
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DESTKEPI 
“SECRET 
IN DIVI 


is becoming common 
Knowledge. 


Simply stated, for the past 25 years 
we have cared more about creating 
comfortable divers than about 
marketing programs. In fact, 
hundreds of thousands of divers have 
gone through our courses, and we 
have won awards for our high quality 
certification products. 

We have made. name within 
the industry, but not necessarily with 
the general diving public. However, 
this is changing-as more and more 
dive operators turn to SSI. There ore 
now over 1,100 SS! Dealers in 75 
countries, and more people are 
getting certified SSI every year. 


You owe if fo yourself fo 
find out more about SSI. 


Contact SSI for more information about SSI 
and the SS/ Authorized Dealer nearest to you. 


| 


WaA® 


SCUBA OG HOOLS INTERNATIONAL 


2619 Canton Court «Fort Collins, CO 80525-4498 
1-800-892-2702 * (970) 482-0883 * FAX 482-6157 
E-Mail: SSILEN@aol.com / SSIHQ@delphi.com / 


71234,2437@compuserve.com 


© 4995 CONCEPT SYSTEMS, INC. 
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STUART COVE’S DIVE 
SOUTH OCEAN 


stills and videos. Back at the photo cen- 
ter guests gather around the bank of high 
quality monitors to relive the underwater 
adventure. Not surprisingly, these videos 
become treasured mementos of one of 
sport diving’s greatest thrills. 

Of course, there is more to diving off the 
southwestern portion of New Providence 
than sharks. The deep oceanic abyss 
known as the Tongue of the Ocean 
comes near the island here, creating verti- 
cal drop-offs beginning in only 40 feet of 
water. Dozens of wall dives are regularly 
scheduled on the Dive South Ocean 
itinerary and, for those who prefer pristine 
shallow reefs, the broad expanse of 
Southwest Reef is hard to beat. Here 
patch reefs rise within just a few feet of the 
surface from a sandy bottom at 20 to 25 
feet. Fields of Blade Fire Coral, punctuated 
by pristine Elkhorn and Brain Corals, pro- 
vide refuge for schools of grunts along this 
picturesque reefscape. At Goulding Cay 
the predominant Elkhorn Corals rise so 
near the surface they are awash at low 
tide. When the seas are calm (as they nor- 
mally are behind the protection of this 
small island) this is an incredible snorkeling 
site. And, at the shallow section of 
Pumpkin Patch, fish watchers will be re- 
warded with schooling Horse-eye Jacks, 
angelfish, Barracuda, parrotfish and a vari- 
ety of groupers. Even wreck divers will 
have something to enthuse over, with the 
wrecks of the Bahama Mama, Willaurie 
and Tears of Allah all in 50 feet of water 
or less. 

Of course, no dive/lodging package 
can be a success without significant con- 
tribution from the lodging half of the 
equation. In this regard Stuart Cove’s 
Dive South Ocean is well served by its af- 
fillation with the South Ocean Golf and 
Beach Resort. This is a first class resort, 
comprised of 250 rooms with air-condi- 
tioning, direct dial telephones and cable 
color TV. A PGA rated 18 hole golf 
course Is on the premises, as are two 
restaurants, two swimming pools, two 
bars and perhaps the greatest aesthetic 
appeal, 1,500 feet of powdery white 
sand beach. The dive shop is near the 
beachfront units but, no matter whether 
guests book rooms along the golf course 
or overlooking the sea, guest gear stor- 
age facilities, camera lockers and charg- 
ing station at the new Fin Photo Center 
will add to the convenience. 

During my most recent visit to the 
South Ocean Golf and Beach Resort 
there was a new level of enthusiasm and 
excitement among the staff, presumably 
attributable to the Winfair Group of 
Companies’ acquisition of the property 
and the new management staff. Winfair is 
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well respected in hotel management and 


has experience with other Caribbean Finally, a resort that has it all... 
properties, such as Grand Cayman’s 


Treasure Island Resort. Its involvement , / | P r ‘ 
with the South Ocean Beach property ort 
lends greater stability and financial re- L ALA yy 


sources to a traditional New Providence 
favorite and there is a new feeling of con- B © N & 
fidence and pride everywhere. Ae f 
For more information or reservations at Bonaire S 9) Star mi “8 
Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean, call (800) 
879-9832 or, on New Providence, (809) 
362-4171 or phone/fax (809) 362-5227. 
As a vote of confidence in the Fin Photo rental center (with cars, scooters and Boston whalers) and a beautiful beach. 
facility and the photo appeal of Southwest 
New Providence, the prestigious Nikon 
School of Underwater Photography has KKREK 
scheduled two courses here for 1996: Apri All this and more.. 
20 to 27, taught by Frank Fennell and 
August 10 to 17, taught by Rick Frehsee. 
To book space in the Nikon Schools at 


Stuart Cove’s Dive South Ocean, phone 
(800) 272-9122, =a 


DIAMOND BUOYANCY 
TRAINING AT COUSTEAU 
FIJI RESORT 


Cousteau Fiji Islands Resort, a joint ven- 
ture between Jean-Michel Cousteau and 
Post Ranch Inn, has installed the Diamond 
Reef Training System, the world’s first and 
only training program specifically designed 
to improve divers’ hovering, buoyancy and 
non-destructive maneuvering skills. 

After divers complete training, acclima- 
tion or professionally monitored buoyan- 
cy workshops that incorporate the 
Diamond Reef Challenge Course, they 


FIJI $15.00 


Brand new 5 star resort with 224 luxurious suites and villas Ns complete dive shop 


and watersports facility, 2 restaurants/3 bars, shops, activities desk, mini-market, 


For reserva tions cs information call: Air Aruba offers direct 


service from Newark, 

at ' Baltimore, Tampa & 

= — = Miami plus most U.S, 
cities with 


Fax: 617-821-1568 ° Tel: 617-821-1012 "" 
“Special Group Rates Ava ilable 
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ripe Candex vation uaa anaes 


receive the prestigious International 
Diamond Reef Marine Conservation 
stamp for their logbooks. The continuing 
series Diamond Reef stamp has been 
recognized by dive operators as the 
“mark of the responsible diver” and by 
the philatelic industry as the world’s only 
marine conservation issue and a collec- 


BELIZE @ BONAIRE @ CAYMAN 


tor’s item. Pete Wallingford, president of | GOS ARR A OO GOW E Lb 
Buoyancy Training Systems, creator of CAPRA ORO Oe DP: OVEN EGA 
raised by the cistrtion of the speclaly | iim GUANAJA @ ROATAN @ SABA 


designed Fiji marine conservation stamps SS SE GTA TURKS 6. CALCOS 

will helo support the installation of moor- 

ing buoys in anew Fiji marine sanctuary. | al UIE KW 4:} al LWA hs) 
For more information, contact Buoyancy ars te 

Training Systems, Inc., at (206) 241-2634 5610 Row'and Road #100, Minnetonka, MN 55343 


or write to 236 S.W. 171st Street, Seattle, . : eae 
WA 98166. >= Fax: (612) 931-0209 www.godiving.com 
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Above: A diver kneels in the 
sand at Shark Ray Alley sur- 
rounded by Nurse Sharks 
and Southern Stingrays—the 
hosts of a marine life en- 
counter off Ambergris Caye. 





Above: Beautifully landscaped 
grounds and a pool complement 
the Belize Yacht Club’s apart- 
ment suites, which overlook the 
protected waters within the 
Barrier Reef. Right: The Belize 
Dive Center is headquartered at 
the club’s docks. The full service 
operation offers instruction, 
rental gear and overnight excur- 
sions aboard the Manta IV. 
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TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY RICK FREHSEE 


n shore Belize is a small Central 
American country with an even 
smaller population. Most of the land, 
therefore, is wilderness, all reachable 
within a comparatively short time and 
distance. Offshore Belize is a different 
story. There is a lifetime of dive discov- 
ery and a universe of coral spread over 
170 miles of dense barrier reef, three 
huge coral atolls and hundreds of coral 
fringed islands and cayes. All of this 
amounts to acoral world many times 
more extensive and complex than that 
of nearly any other dive destination in 
the Western Hemisphere. Assets, 
though, can also be liabilities. In the 
case of Belize, the question is: How do 
you possibly see it all? 

Of course, you can’t see it all, at least 
not in one visit. However, within a week’s 
time, you can get a good cross section 
of what is available and, in the process, 
sample some of the most famous and 
pristine dive sites Belize has to offer. 

The Belize Yacht Club/Belize Dive 
Center combo on popular Ambergris 
Caye offers the ideal Belize dive experi- 








ence. You start out diving the barrier reef 
during two to three days of local diving; 
enjoying the comforts and amenities of 
the stylish yacht club. Then you transfer 
to the handsome Manta /V live-aboard 
for an overnight trip to the Turneffe 
Islands and Lighthouse Reef, including a 
dive in the Great Blue Hole and a stop at 
Half Moon Caye National Monument. By 
doing this you experience the barrier 
reef, the offshore atolls and the famous 
Blue Hole and return to the comfort-con- 
scious resort at the end of your boat tour. 

The Belize Dive Center, owned and op- 
erated by Gary “Gaz” Cooper, is a full ser- 
vice operation headquartered at the 
Belize Yacht Club docks. The logistical 
center of the operation is a white building 
decorated by the distinctive Eagle Ray lo- 
go and capped with a red tiled roof. The 
dive center houses instructional facilities, 
rental gear and a reception desk (there is 
a retail store near town). Fourteen full time 
employees, including six divemasters and 
boat captains, tend a fleet of mid-sized 
boats. Morning, afternoon and night dive 
trios access more than 25 different sites 
inside and outside the Belize Barrier Reef. 
Most of these sites are 5 to 20 minutes 
from the resort dock. Standard sites in- 





clude Mad M Caverns, a series of enor- 
mous undersea canyons and swim- 
throughs; Hol Chan Reef National 
Park, a reef channel throbbing with fish 
life; and Shark Ray Alley, Ambergris 
Caye’s newest and most exciting marine 
life soectacle. A sandy, shallow bottom is 
a theater for one-half dozen or more 
Southern Stingrays and as many, or 
more, Nurse Sharks that swirl around, 
inches from divers. 

The Belize Yacht Club, on the ocean 
shore only minutes from the island's 
airstrip, is one of Ambergris Caye’s 
newest and most beautiful resort/mari- 
nas. Fifty-five elegant and stylish apart- 
ment suites are clustered around a hana- 
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Above: Gary “Gaz” Cooper is the enthusi- 
astic owner and operator of the Belize 
Dive Center. Below: The vast Great Blue 
Hole at Lighthouse Reef Atoll is part of the 
Manta IV’s two day, overnight excursion. 





some freshwater pool, deck 
and manicured landscape. 
Each suite has a living room, 
full kitchen, bathroom, bed- 
room and porch or veranda. 
Each Is air-conditioned and 
has aroom phone. Cur- 
rently there is a nice bar and 
breakfast/snack area. A full 
restaurant, upstairs/down- 
stairs with inside bar, roof 
top bar and complete con- 
ference center for up to 160 
people, is under construc- 
tion. According to Wilhelm 
Hubner, the Belize Yacht 
Club and Marina general 
manager, the new restau- 
rant will be open by the end 
of the summer. Presently 
this is not a restriction to in- 
dividuals, families or small groups, as 
there is a wide selection of restaurants, 
pubs and eateries on the island. 

Ambergris Caye is the popular fun cen- 
ter of offshore Belize. Formerly a sleepy 
fishing village of people of Maya descent, 
Ambergris has evolved into a laid-back 
cluster of local hotels, restaurants, gift 
shops and mostly dockside bars nestled 
along sandy streets, beaches and palm 
groves. Three intracountry airlines service 
Ambergris Caye from Belize City Mun- 
icipal and International Airports with flights 
on the half hour and hour. 

Belize Dive Center's specialty is the two 
day overnight excursion to the Turneffe 
Islands Atoll and Lighthouse Reef Atoll, in- 


cluding the Great Blue Hole. This excur- 
sion is done aboard the 55 foot Manta IV, 
a Classy and practical live-aboard. After a 
light breakfast at the dock, the group de- 
parts for the northern end of the Turneffe 
Islands. Known for abundant marine life, 
Turneffe is typified by sites such as 
Rendezvous Point, along the northwest 
side of the 30 mile long atoll. After the dive 
and a full breakfast, Manta IV heads to ei- 
ther the southern or northern quadrant of 
Lighthouse Reef for some of the best visi- 
bility and wall diving Belize has to offer. 
The northern tour includes an overnight 
docking at lovely Sandbore Caye. The 
southern route includes spectacular wall 
diving along Half Moon Caye Wall and 
Long Caye Wall. Overnight docking is at 
palm studded Half Moon Caye. Here you 
can visit the popular booby and frigate 
bird sanctuary. Guests will enjoy a barbe- 
cue dinner on the beach. 

The next morning Manta IV heads for 
Belize’s most famous and unique dive 
site, the yawning circular cavern of the 
Great Blue Hole. This magnificent spec- 
tacle, an ocean sinkhole 440 feet deep 
and nearly 1,000 feet across, was formed 
thousands of years ago during the last 
great Ice Age. Beneath the lip of the Blue 
Hole, on either the northern or southern 
side, divers will find huge 30 foot long sta- 
lactites in the emerald depths. It’s an out 
of this world dive experience. 

That afternoon, guests will return to 
the lively and colorful world of Belize’s 
wilderness reefs, diving at western 
Lighthouse Reef and the eastern 
Turneffe Islands. Guests arrive back at 
the Belize Yacht Club around 5:00 pm. 
The offshore tour includes five spectacu- 
lar wall dives, five excellent meals, soft 
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TACA has modern 767 and 737 jet aircraft 
and flies nonstop to Belize daily from the 
U.S. gateways of Miami, New Orleans and 
Houston, with immediate connections 
from Los Angeles and San Francisco. 


drinks, snacks, tanks and weights. 

A special consideration with Belize and 
Ambergris Caye is the many near island 
and mainland day tours available. These 
range from Altun-ha and river tours toa 
day trip to Caracol or Tikal, major Maya 
sites. Arrangements are easily made at 
the Travel and Tour Belize desk inside the 
lobby of the Belize Yacht Club. 

For more information write to Belize 
Dive Tours, 2457 E. Commercial Boule- 
vard, 2nd Floor, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 
33308 or call (800) 938-0860; (954) 772- 
0737 (fax), "6 
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TECHNIFACTS 
(Continued from Page 43) 
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circles. They move back and forth to 
some extent. The bottoms of wave 
forms, often referred to by divers as 
surge, push and pull objects back and 
forth. An object suspended in the orbit 
will move up, forward, down and back, 
ending up just about where it started. 
It is the forces generated by the wave 
form pushing against the rigid parts of 
a vessel that cause the less solid parts 
of the wreck to work loose, then fall. 
These can be areal hazard to those 
making penetration dives. Those con- 
templating a penetration dive, even if 
under excellent conditions, should 
pause for a minute or so and listen 
carefully to what the wreck and the 
ocean are telling them. An old, rusting, 















SPOpo]s 





Cathy and husband Herb Rafael plan every 
detail for amemorable dive/photo vacation. 
Join our fun-loving group in the Solomon 
Islands aboard the Bilikiki April 2-135, 1996 
and April and August, 1997. 

Includes free photo course! 

Also join us in Fijion Matagi Princess, 

late April, 1996 and Truk and Palau, October, 1996 


To receive a copy of the Cathy Church 
Bulletin describing all of our trips and 
courses, call or write: Cathy Church, 
P.O. Box 479, Grand Cayman, B.W. I. 


© SD/AD 1995 


LEA 
wie 
GRAND CAYMAN 









at Sunset U/W Photo 
Centre & Gallery. Half day U/W photo 
classes, PADI photo specialty & private 
instruction with Cathy. 





*Rodale Scuba 
Diving Magazine 
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WINSTON McDERMOT’S AFFORDABLE 


CAYMAN BRAC 


LITTLE CAYMA 
= 7-nts. acc. in luxury room; 
— | a 6-days of 2-tank boat dives; Shore nite 


dives & unlimited air for shore dives. 
S cy G ALL INCLUSIVE ! All the above 
neg m +3 meals per day and tax & transfers. 

BRAC CARIBBEAN isnow Cayman Bracs newest & finest 
full service luxury dive resort with dive-shop, dive-dock, bar, restaurant 
& pool. Our new location. Call us for absolutely the very best 
accommodations & prices in Condos, villas, hotels and private homes 
on all three islands. No one knows these islands as we do! 19 years 
experience and we’re Caymanian owned and operated 


GENERO ORY OOD OTA LOI AY for dive shops! 
61395.” LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER 


* Restrictions apply ¢ Former luxury 90’ mega yacht. 
Very exclusive with 10 passengers max in 5 private cabins 
each with its own private head & shower. 24 hours of 
unstructured diving. Our small ad saves you BIG! 


BRAC AQUATICS ».o. sox 2737 
Tampa, FL 33688 + 800-544-27ee, 813-962-2236 
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809-949-7415 ¢ Fax 809-949-9770 “ss 


For a free color brochure of Cathy's breathtaking U/W photos, call: 800-934-3661 














DISCOVER ( 





There’s a New Spirit in the Air 
(800) 677-4277 
(310) 670-7302 ¢ 
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wave battered wreck can be a noisy 
thing. Loose steel plates, swinging 
doors, loose wire rope rigging and the 
living contents of the wreck will tell you 
the vessel’s condition. Dive reports in- 
dicate the remains of the Andrea Doria 
are becoming noisy. Be careful in any 
wreck but beware of a noisy one. 

The 1947 wreck of the Diamond 
Knot lies off Crescent Bay, Washing- 
ton. The Knot has always been a great 
dive. There are many fish and most of 
the hull Supports a heavy growth of 
anemones and other marine life. Many 
good external photo sites exist. Also, it 
always has been a wreck for experi- 
enced divers. Besides surge, strong 
alternate flood and ebb currents 
sweep through this wreck and add 
their power to tearing things loose. 
Divers have recently reported hearing 
the crash of large objects falling into 
the engine room and other parts of the 
stern. The presence of monofilament 
line and some nets and ropes add to 
the hazards. The Diamond Knot is still 
a big ship, lying on her side in 130 feet 
with 60 feet plus on the upper side. 
Great steel slabs were cut from her 
side during the salvage of several mil- 
lion dollars worth of canned salmon. 
Entry into the holds is relatively easy. It 
is potentially very dangerous to pene- 
trate the after part of the vessel and 
engine room. 

Here's another brief warning about 
wreck penetration that applies even 
to the easy ones with good visibility. 
Remember, currents change and 
there can be large variations in visibili- 
ty. Often a change of current will bring 
water loaded with silt and near zero 
visibility. Any penetration into con- 
fined spaces where there is no direct 
access to the surface must be made 
only with approved equipment and 
procedures. 








DIVING EMERGENCIES 

At one time the suggested method of 
handling a dive injury or other dive emer- 
gency was: “Go to the nearest chamber.” 
Then there were only a few hundred 
recreational divers. Now there are millions 
of recreational divers and hundreds of 
commercial divers. The Divers Alert 
Network (DAN) was established more 
than a decade ago. It has a sound, satis- 
factory system for handling dive emer- 
gencies. DAN is in University Tower, Suite 
1300, 3100 Tower Boulevard, Durham, 
North Carolina 27707-2555 and is an af- 
filiate of Duke University Medical Center. 
The 24 hour diving emergency telephone 
number is (919) 684-8111. The medical 
and general information number is (919) 
684-2948, (919) 490-6630 (fax). Use the 
general information number except for 
actual emergencies. 

DAN does not provide chamber loca- 
tions. There are many reasons for this. 
There are only asmall number of hospi- 
tals equipped with hyperbaric chambers 
for bends treatment. Many hospitals with 
chambers are not equipped to treat div- 
ing emergencies on a 24 hour a day ba- 
sis. Even with an emergency call-out sys- 
tem, it takes time to assemble an ade- 
quate staff to handle a diving emergency. 
Most hospitals require a DAN or physi- 
cian referral before accepting a dive injury 
transfer. Chambers may be in use or in- 
operative. And; importantly, the status of 
chambers can change from day to day 
and from hour to hour. 

The following is DAN’s guideline for a 
dive emergency. The immediate steps to 
take are: 

e Establish Airway, Breathing and 

Circulation—ABC. 

e Give 100 percent oxygen. 

e Contact local EMS at 911 for transfer 
to hospital. 

e Call DAN at (919) 684-8111. 

Divers interested in acquiring addition- 
al information on handling dive emergen- 
cies are urged to contact DAN at the 
above address or telephone number. 
Become a supporting member and re- 
ceive DAN’s publication Alert Diver. 


SKIN DIVER BACK ISSUES 

For divers trying to find back issues of 
SDM a new batch has become available. 
Jim Pearson, Cinema Rentals, Inc., has a 
collection of nearly all issues from 1985 
to 1992. Write or call Jim direct for com- 
plete information. The address is 6456 
Wilkinson Avenue, North Hollywood, 
California 91606; teleohone (818) 760- 
3966 or fax (818) 760-3067. 

Divers interested in additional informa- 
tion about wrecks, or in need of other 
diving information, should write to 
Technifacts, c/o SKIN DIVER Magazine, 
6420 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, 
CA 90048-5515. =5 
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BONAIRE, DUTCH CARIBBEAN 





On our next dive vacation, can 
RAS we explore exciting under- 
wawcawscrmess Water sites? Can we bask in the 
luxury of a world-class resort 
with affordable dive package 
rates? Can we choose from three 
on-site restaurants? Can we 
expect to find a top notch dive 
shop run by knowledgeable dive 
professionals? Can we also 


and you Shall 
receive. 


have a private white sand beach 
to stroll? And, we'd like a swim- 
ming pool and a waterside 
sundeck. How about access to 


_ tennis courts and a full service 

spa with a jacuzzi? And, while 

reat were at it, would it be too much 
| to ask for a massage’ 


7 Night Package 


$1095 thru 4/13/96 
$935 4/14 thru 12/14/96 


Rates are per person, double occupancy 







G 
Adventures 


At FIARBOUR VILLAGE 













Phone Today For Dive Package Details 
Toll Free: 800-868-7477 Phone: (305) 567-0349 Fax: (305) 567-9659 
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The “Bianca C” 


CSRENADA 


CARRIACOU 


D* the Caribbean's largest shipwreck, an 800 passenger 
cruise ship. It's one of over 25 dive sites in Grenada and its 
sister isle, Carriacou. Explore a myriad of virgin reefs with 
S plentiful marine life, majestic sponges and impressive corals. 
Enjoy powder-white beaches, rainforests, waterfalls and 
nature trails. It is the “original” Caribbean. 


Escape and explore the virgin reefs and walls of the unspoiled paradise of 
Carriacou. Unwind at our family run, informal resort featuring cottages, oceanfront 


rooms, restaurant/bar. Our PADI/CMAS divemaster guarantees spectacular diving. 
TEL: 809-443-7337 ® 954-467-1133 


800-780-9941 
Os) Silver Beach Resort 


The closest, all-inclusive resort to the “Bianca C’. Located just 
3 minutes off our own magnificent Pink Gin Beach with other sites 
nearby. Our first class dive program is also FREE 
(PADI Certification at an extra cost.) Also included is a host of top-side 
activities such as tennis, archery, sailing, massage, facials, seaweed 
wrap, anda lot more. Please call us for further information: 


SunSwept Oceans 
800-549-3483 
305-672-586 1 (fax) 


LaSOURCE 


© SD/AD 1995 Grenada 





HOW TO BOOK 
YOUR BONAIRE 
DIVE VACATION. 


Our FREE GUIDE TO BONAIRE includes maps, 
lodging descriptions, discount travel information 





with NEW lodging and 
diving options! 


CALL 
THE 
BONAIRE 
EXPERTS! 
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CAYMAN ISLANDS 


wf nts-599°9 includes 6 days 


diving and taxes 
—BEST IN PERSONAL SERVICE— 
BELIZE e BAHAMAS e BONAIRE 
COZUMEL e BAY ISLANDS 
FIJl e TURKS & CAICOS 


800-737-DIVE(3483) 
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Cru n Princess 


Hotel Resort 





BER PERSON 


Passport to 
Unlimited 
Diving! 


¢ Diving 

° Activities ve 
‘Return Visits / 
* Luxury Hotel \ 
¢ Meals & Snack 

¢ Domestic Drinks 


3 Night / 2 Day Dive Packages Available to: 
Cozumel ..$322* Roatan $427* Cancun....$199 
Belize.......$252 Cayman. ....$339 
*Includes: all meals Special Airfare Available! 
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XANADU UNDERSEA 


ADVENTURES 
(Continued from Page 73) 


available to nitrox certified divers and 
International Association of Nitrox and 
Technical Diving (IANTD) instruction is 
available for those who want to investi- 
gate the advantages of enriched air. 

Xanadu Undersea Adventures has 
three dive boats that allow them to 
spread divers out and avoid crowding. 
The three boats also give them a lot of 
flexibility in choosing dive sites. Ad- 
venture One is one of the legendary #1 
Manufacturing Company boats built in 
Key West. Solid, fast and comfortable, 
this boat gets you to most sites in less 
than 25 minutes. It is set up for a maxi- 
mum of about 15 divers, which leaves 
plenty of room for equipment and peo- 
ple. You can choose whether you want 
to sit in the shade or sun and the wide 
benches in front of the tank racks let you 
stay seated while you put on your tank. 
In between dives the Xanadu staff will 
set your gear up on a fresh tank. The 
open transom allows easy exit to the 
dive platform and a big ladder makes the 
climb back aboard a piece of cake. 

Islander is a 35 foot boat used for 
groups of 10 to 12 divers. Cruising 
speed is about 12 knots, which gives an 
easy, jolt free ride. /slander also has a 
low freeboard at the stern, making back 
roll entries comfortable. The third boat, 
Cara Mia, is a 30 foot Intrepid with a pair 
of husky outboards. Used for smaller 
groups and special charters, Cara Mia's 
deep V-hull gets to the more remote 
dive sites quickly and in comfort, open- 
ing up dives such as Gold Rock, to- 
ward the east end of the island. 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

Courtesy pick-up and drop-off is pro- 
vided to all of the Freeport area hotels, so 
you Can dive with Xanadu regardless of 
where you stay. However, Xanadu 
Undersea Adventures is next to the 
Xanadu Beach Resort and the proximity 
of the dive shop to your room can be an 
advantage. If that kind of convenience ap- 
peals to you, the Xanadu complex is the 
only place on Grand Bahama where the 
dive operation and the hotel are together. 

The Xanadu Beach Resort was once 
owned by recluse billionaire Howard 
Hughes, who occupied the penthouse 
suite of the 12 story Tower Wing. The 
rooms in this section all have balconies 
and views of the pool, the marina or the 
beach. Forty-four of the Tower’s 138 
rooms are large, one bedroom suites, 
complete with walk-in closets. On the 
other side of the pool and tennis courts 
is the Cabana Wing, a three story build- 
ing with another 48 rooms. Most of the 
hotel, including the bar and restaurant, 








has recently been renovated and updat- 
ed. All of the rooms have air-condition- 
ing and cable television. 

Xanadu beach has gorgeous white 
sand, surrounded by palm trees anda 
straw market. Deepsea fishing, parasail- 
ing, jet skiing and other watersports are 
also available on the resort property. 


DIVING WITH XANADU 

When Dave gives the dive brief for 
Xanadu Shark Alley, he asks you to 
kneel on the sand and keep your hands 
at your sides. Although this does help 
prevent the sharks from making any mis- 
takes about what is food and what isn’t, 
it’s mostly to keep you from being tempt- 
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Xanadu staff members from left: Vince 
Britton, Dave Burroughs, Mrs. Louis Chan, 
Shanna Kemp, Sean Adderly, Kieron 
Baudains, Dale Burroughs and Louis Chan. 


ed to stroke the sharks as they swim by. 
If the thought of being that close to 
sharks makes you nervous, don’t worry. 
The Xanadu shark dive is definitely not a 
feeding frenzy and no guest has been in- 
jured in any of the hundreds of dives 
completed during the last six years. This 
is achance to see up to two dozen wild 
sharks cruising and feeding in a con- 
trolled event. Three or four big Black 
Groupers always turn up at feeding time. 
They hover over the sand tn their lightest 
coloring, ignored by the sharks and hop- 
ing to snatch a bit of food. 

Pygmy Caves is a 60 to 7/5 foot dive on 
a reef with parallel coral spurs that rise 15 
to 20 feet from the bottom. Graceful 
Spotted Eagle Rays are often seen gliding 
along the valleys between the spurs. In 
places the corals have overlapped, creat- 
ing swim-throughs. Reef fish are abundant 
here, including Honeycomb Cowfish and 
Spotted Morays. Octopus and Banded 
Coral Shrimp can often be seen if you look 
carefully under the ledges. 

The reef is about 55 feet deep at Blair 
House, where an unusual network of 
holes angles downward another 10 or 
20 feet. The holes are about four feet in 
diameter and take several minutes to 
swim through. You may meet a sleeping 
Nurse Shark or Green Sea Turtle on the 
way, SO be prepared. 

Theo’s Wreck is a great dive—the 
perfect adventure for your first deep 
wreck. Sunk in 1982 specifically as a dive 
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YET SO nd » SEA OF CORTEZ 
The 112 foot Solmar V is the most luxurious live-aboard 
F operating in Mexico. Based in Cabo San Lucas, the 
_. Solmar V offers trips in the summer to the Sea of 

Cortez and in the winter to the Socorro Islands 
(Revillagigedos), the last unexplored diving legend 
of Mexico. Encounters with schooling Hammermeads, 
giant Mantas, whale sharks, sea lions and migratory | 
whales are likely. Individuals, groups and private 
charters welcome... Call for more live-aboard info! 


Wi se 


SOCORRO ISLANDS 

















Located on the tip of The Baja Peninsula, the Solmar 
is a secluded resort of intimate size that straddles 
the Sea of Cortez and the Pacific Ocean. Walking 
distance from town, all rooms are air-conditioned 
suites with private balconies. Shopping, nightlife, 
sight-seeing, two large coma intra ae _ 
golfing, fishing or Solmar's private. : 
white sand beach will be sure to 
make your vacation First Class. 
Land-based diving packages for. a 
groups and individuals... Dy , 
Call for more info! ant 
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(310) 459-9861 FAX: (310).454-1686 
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BRUCE BOWKER’S 
CARIB INN 
BONAIRE 


Have v we got some great spots for you to dive! 





S66! GV/AS O 


CARIB INN 


P.O. Box 68 ° Bonaire, Netherlands Antilles 
Telephone (011) 599-7-8819 


Fax (011) 599-7-5295 
Reservations — 8am - 5pm daily. FAX 24 hours 
E-mail: 75317.667@compuserve.com 
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...2 big mouth, and a snap of my camera. 
Thank you Mr. Grouper. | see that you're impressed 
and so am. A fully automatic dive camera that takes 
great pictures to 164 feet and costs only $199* 
Smile. | can see your curious face through the big 
sportsfinder...Snap. That's all it takes! 


“Suggested retail price. At your dive or photo dealer. 


For further information contact: REEFMAS TER ; 


216 Haddon Ave. * Westmont, NJ 08108 -2829 « U.S.A. . . 
(609) 854-2424 ¢ (800) 257-7742 Automatic Dive Camera 





PLANTATION VILLAGE CONDO 


On 7 Mile Beach - Grand Cayman, B.W.1. 

3 Nights $459 5 Nights $679 7 Nights $899 
Includes Accommodations (Quad), Airfare from Miami, 
Airport and Dive Boat Transfers, 2-tank Dive every Full 

Day, 1 Night Dive and Unlimited Shore Diving. 
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THE ISLAND TIME FORGOT 

A Caymanian family - owned and operated Diving 
Lodge with 8 double occupancy rooms with 
AC, Caymanian cuisine, 2 tank a.m. boat dives on 
BLOODY BAY WALL, unlimited p.m. shore 
dives. On Request: fishing, night diving, cycling, 
island tours, picnics to secluded beaches, 

ird-watching — circle #147 on Reader Service Card 
and nature 
trails. 


» : 2 
ily weekly | . Let’s Respect It, A | 
300-626-0496 Oe ys N I | i 
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PH: 809 94 92891 YOu'LL LOVE 
FAX: 809 94 96821 
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Dive exciting Mona Island on 2 day excursions out of BBO Real, Puerto Rico. Whale 
watching, pelagics & more for the AMAZINGLY LOW PRICE OF $250. (3 Days $325). 
The 140' long Viking Starship has Navy-style berthing, is limited to 35 divers and is the 
only vessel visiting the Caribbean’s newest dive destination—Mona Island. This no-frills 
cruise is for the savers Tie diver willing to forego a little luxury for great diving. 


800-877-3202 


809-823-7010-FAX 809-823-7068 
P.O. Box 717, Rincon, P.R. 00677 
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XANADU UNDERSEA 
ADVENTURES 


site, this 238 foot freighter rests on its 
port side in about 100 feet of water, with 
the stern only about 100 feet from the lip 
of the wall. The top of the starboard side 
tops out at about 75 feet. 7heo’s wreck 
was carefully cleaned and prepped for 
divers before it was sunk, so It’s easy to 
penetrate. There are lots of fish, including 
schools of fast swimming jacks and 
some huge Midnight and Blue Parrotfish. 
Two big Green Moray Eels, nicknamed 
Pickles and Rambo, come out to greet 
almost every group of divers, sometimes 
following them around. 

Another favorite wreck dive at Xanadu 
Undersea Adventures is the Jose, a 70 
foot ocean going tugboat that has been 
on the bottom for about 10 years. This 
wreck sits among the coral heads, par- 
tially propped up by them. The proximity 
of the wreck and the reef attracts many 
fish, including some large Nassau 
Groupers and a resident school of Gray 
Snappers. This is also another area fre- 
quented by Spotted Eagle Rays. 

Since new adventures are the hall- 
mark of this trip, be sure to make ar- 
rangements to visit Gold Rock. This is 
an interesting dive from the surface right 
down to 60 feet. It starts with beautiful, 
golden brown branches of Elkhorn Coral 
almost reaching up to break the surface. 
Between 20 and 40 feet deep, a section 
of the reef sometimes referred to as the 
buttress zone, globes of Smooth Brain 
Coral and mounds of Star Coral and 
Giant Star Coral dominate the seascape. 
Since Gold Rock is protected as part of 
The Bahamas National Parks system, 
the area is thick with fish. 

For a night dive or an afternoon dive 
when you want to stay shallow, Silver- 
point Reef is an interesting spot. This is 
a big, oval shaped reef surrounded by 
sand. There is an even combination of 
hard and soft corals, including some nice 
branching Elkhorn and Antler Corals. 
The fish life attracted to this reef is amaz- 
ing. A wide variety of Snappers, jacks, 
angelfish, grunts, wrasse and morays 
can all be seen on a single dive. Colorful 
Flamingo Tongues are easy to find, as 
are Spanish Lobster. During the day, you 
can usually count on seeing at least one 
Southern Stingray buried in the sand as 
you swim around the perimeter of the 
reef. Pinder’s Point Reef has a similar 
profile and, like Silverpoint Reef, will 
probably have you leafing through a 
coral reef ID book trying to identify some- 
thing you’ve never seen before. 


TRAVEL INFORMATION 
Travel to The Bahamas Is exceptionally 
easy, whether you take a Discovery Lines 
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3 night package from $229 pp/do 
Includes two days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and complimentary 
beach tank for your check-out dive. 







7 night package from $549 pp/do 
Includes five days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and complimentary 
beach tank for your check-out dive. 







“We have the knowledge and 
experience to make your 
Island Dreams come true!” 


Kim Ken Jolene Lisa Mina 
Callus TOLL FREE and Save 


800/346-6116 
Phone: 713/973-9300 
Fax: 713/973-8585 


E-mail: info@islandream.com 
ttp://www.islandream.com/island/index.htm 
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ship or make the short hop by air from 
Miami or Ft. Lauderdale. A passport is 
recommended but a birth certificate with 
a photo ID will be accepted for U.S. citi- 
zens. [he Bahamian dollar and the U.S. 
dollar are equal. Don’t be surprised if your 
change is given in the more colorful 
Bahamian currency and, yes, those $3 
bills are genuine! The electricity is the 
same 115 volt/60 cycle standard as in 
the U.S., so charging batteries or using 
hairdryers is not a problem. 

Driving is done on the left hand side 
of the road, which can be somewhat 
confusing since the cars also have left 
hand steering. After a few minutes you'll 
get the hang of it but watch out for 
those traffic circles! 

The summer temperatures range from 
the mid-90s (°F) during the day to the high 
70s at night. During the winter the day- 
time temperatures are a more moderate 
75°F or so, normally dropping to about 
65°F at night. Casual dress is the rule but 
you won't be out of place If you dress up 
for the better restaurants and casinos. 
Swimsuits and very short shorts should 
be reserved for the beach or boat. There 
is no official time zone change from the 
East Coast but be prepared to go from 
whatever time zone you started in to 
Island Time. You don’t change your 
watch, you just stop looking at it so much! 

Neal Watson’s Undersea Adventures 
can make all the arrangements for this 
exciting Bahamas trip for you. Just call 
(800) 327-8150 and you will get you the 
best rates for travel, accommodations 
and diving, including the Discovery 
Cruise. You can also fax (805) 462-4100 
or write to P.O. Box 21766, Ft. Lauder- 
dale, FL 33335. = 


NEKTON PILOT 
(Continued from Page 58) 


or cramped quarters. I’ve yet to see any- 
one feel the slightest queasiness on the 
Nekton Pilot—and probably never will! At 
times, the ride is so smooth you don't real- 
ize the boat is moving. And, as for space, 
this boat has it all over the conventional 
designs. The 40 foot wide vessel is divided 
into three levels—sundeck with spa and 
shaded area, two enclosed decks with 
dining room and salon and 17 cabins, all 
with picture window ocean views. The 
lower level leads to the dive deck and, of 
course, beneath the boat is the dive site! 
Upon arrival at the Nekton Pilot, pas- 
sengers are immediately shown to their 
cabins. Decorated in a bright, whimsical 
ocean theme, the rooms feature carpet- 
ing, built-in closet/storage shelves, a van- 
ity sink, individually controlled air-condi- 
tioning and piped music. Two twin beds 
may be converted to a single queen, with 
storage area underneath, and the private 
bathrooms have modern showers and 


_Great Deals on 
Dive Packages! 
Maui, Lanai & Molokini 
7 Days/6 Nights, 8 dives 
Ly 1s 


Since 1978, Lahaina Divers of Maui 
has been thrilling divers with great 
diving. With two custom dive boats, 
the 43’ Reliant and 
the 50’ Endeavor, 
we'll show you a Maui, Lanai and 
Molokini you'll never forget! 
Our new watersports center carries a 
complete line of snorkeling, dive and 
photo equipment. Plus, we offer a 
complete spectrum of 
dive classes from 
open water completions to 
Hawaiian specialties. 

So whether you're in search of turtles, 
whales, caverns, the 
Humuhumu-nukunuku-a-pua’a fish 
or just updating your skills... 


Go for Lahaina Divers. 





1-800-998-3483 


143 Dickenson Street 


Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761 
“In the Heart of Old Lahaina” 
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Dive Atak 
ca 
Nebraska! Se 


Millions of years ago, the midwest 
was THE dive destination. Let 


Reet & Rainforest take you to 
today’s ultimate dive sites — Palau, marvels circle #2 on Reader Service Card pte 


PNG, Thailand, “SpE URT 


the Red Sea, | gy CAYMAN BRAC LUXURY 





© full service facility since 1978! 
® personalized professional service 
2 © daily trips, uncrowded boat! 

2 @NAUI&PADI facility 

* Worlds 3rd largest barrier reef! 

® air/hotel/dive packages available 


1-800-247-5338 or 1-809-367-2787 
P.O. Box AB20555 Marsh Harbour, Bahamas 
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the Caribbean... = lay spacious 2 bdrm condos an the "ie oi 
sand beach, palm trees, sun, restaurant, pool, friendly 
ale beyond : people. Dive pkgs from $670/wk. Free brochure. 
Se lll BRAC CARIBBEAN BEACH VILLAGE 
800 794-9RNR It’s time for some R&R! Box 4-S Stake Bay, Cayman Brac, Cayman Islands, B.W.I. 


Email: rnrtravel@aol.com Call toll free 800/791-7911 © Fax 809/948-1111 
http://www. reefrainfrst.com 
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> Open~Air Bar and Restaurant 
> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 
> In-Room Mini-Kitchens 

> 10% Discount on Dive Packages 
> Fresh Water Swimming Pool 
and Jacuzz| 


Dive From Your 
Door Step 


> Boat Dives - Northwall - Stingray city 
East End - On-site dive shop 


> Shore Diving - Waldo’s Reef - Waldo’s| 
Off Hotel Dock 
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NEKTON PILOT 


pushbutton toilets. With three watermak- 
ers on board, there’s plenty of hot wa- 
ter—one of those comforts not always 
abundant on live-aboards. There’s maid 
service everyday, with fresh towels, and 
turndown service at night with a mint on 
your pillow. 

In the main salon you'll find comfortable 
seating for watching videos from the ship’s 
extensive collection or reading from the 
lending library. Throughout the week, the 
salon is also the gathering site for slide 
shows, reviews of guests’ U/W videos or 
playing board games. There’s also a large 
light table for viewing and supplies for 
mounting slides processed daily on board. 
Adjacent to the salon is the dining area, with 
tables seating four to six guests and a large 
serving bar for buffet meals. Once guests 
have served themselves, the crew mem- 
bers are in constant attendance to offer 
drinks, replenish plates with seconds and 
serve desserts. The crew members take 
pride in offering excellent service, making 
sure all of your needs are met. They always 
manage to do so in a relaxed, unobtrusive 
manner. Chef Wade Hughes has been with 
Nekton Pilot from the early building stages 
and is undoubtedly one of the operation’s 
most valuable assets. His tantalizing cre- 
ations range from gourmet to downhome 
southern dishes as well as the hot out of the 
oven cookies served each day. 

Just outside the salon is the photo stag- 
ing area, equipped with two large, carpet- 
ed photo tables and a barrel sized fresh- 
water soak tank. Several of the Nekton 
crew members are available for photo ser- 
vices, including instruction, assistance 
with rental photo equipment and E-6 pro- 
cessing. Rentals include a supply of 
Nikonos setups, Aquashots, FunSavers 
and VHS video with housing. In addition, 
souvenir videos are available for purchase 
at the end of each week and photo sup- 
plies are available from the ship’s store. 
Photographers also have the advantage 
of two large freshwater dip tanks on the 
dive platform and staff members who are 
well trained to handle cameras with care 
on your entries and exits. 

At the dive deck, you'll find a sign-out 
board, so both you and the divemasters 
can keep track of your dive profile. Upon 
arrival at each new site, guests gather on 
the sundeck to receive an extensive brief- 
ing, which includes an illustrated diagram 
and areport on the conditions. The 
schedule is very flexible, with enough time 
allowed for at least two dives at each site. 
Divers may enter the water at their leisure. 
Most guests are able to make up to five 
dives per day (including the night dive). 
The staff is very accommodating, at times 
even opening the dive deck for sunrise 
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dives. If you should need a guide or just 
feel more comfortable accompanied by a 
divemaster, the crew will be glad to pro- 
vide that service. 

I've found the staff of the Nekton Pilot 
to be one of the most professional |’ve 
encountered in live-aboard diving. All 
perform their jobs with enthusiastic and 
responsible attitudes. 

Throughout the week your BC and regu- 
lator stay on the tank, which is filled right at 
your tank rack. A bin beneath provides 
storage for additional equipment and a 
freshwater shower is available for rinsing 
after the dive. Upstairs, on the sundeck, 
there’s an area for hanging wetsuits and 
storage bins for personal items. After the 
dive you may stretch out on a lounge chair 
or relax at a table under the canopy. One of 
the many luxuries on the Nekton Pilot is the 
Spa, a popular post-dive meeting place! 
For those with lots of energy, Surface inter- 
vals also provide time for kayaking (the 
boat has four ocean kayaks) and snorkel- 
ing around the remote little cays. 

We were fortunate during our week to 
have a guest lecturer on board—John 
Lopinot of the Palm Beach Post. 
Throughout the year, the guest list has in- 
cluded professional photographers such 
as John, marine biologists and even an 
archaeologist. The presentations and ex- 
pert advice available from such distin- 
guished guests really enhances the 
whole vacation experience. 


TRAVEL 

Entering The Bahamas requires a birth 
certificate with photo ID or a valid pass- 
port. If you’re flying to George Town for 
the southern Bahamas itinerary, Nekton 
Diving Cruises offers a very cost effective 
rate on charter flights from Ft. Lauderdale. 
A 15 passenger van is available in that city 
for transfers from the international airport 
or to take you to your hotel if you’re stay- 
ing overnight following the excursion. The 
standard itinerary includes a Sunday de- 
parture and Saturday return but those ar- 
riving in George Town on Saturday have 
access to their cabins, with meals on their 
own until Sunday morning. George Town 
has several quaint inns and some interest- 
ing local restaurants with delicious, gen- 
uine island cooking. 

The Nekton design has been so suc- 
cessful that plans are in the works to ex- 
pand the operation to other dive destina- 
tions. In the meantime, the Nekton Pilot 
offers an excellent excursion of The 
Bahamas, with spacious accommoda- 
tions, a smooth ride, excellent food and 
outstanding service. For more informa- 
tion or reservations, contact Nekton 
Diving Cruises, 520 SE 32nd Street, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33316; (800) UW 
WORLD, (800) 899-6758 or (805) 463- 
9324 locally. You can also send a fax to 
(805) 463-8938. = 
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“J.W. Fishers’ PULSE 8X is 
the highest performance 
hand held pulse-induction 
metal desehiok that mone y 
can buy.” 


-Jack Fisher, President 
JW. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 


“The PULSE 8X detects 
all metals, on land or 
underwater, and 

features ear 
phone, meter 
read-out, and 








W. Fishers Mfg., Inc. 
unty et E. Taunton, MA 02718 








catalog or to 
order our 


Experience the Cayman of 


best value & the best diving 
in the islands! | 


«INCLUSIVE | 
DIVE VACATION 
| PACKAGES 


Allservices (dive operation: 
folTaliate Muer-lamele(ellalep ml a=) 
located on-site at our small 
i =e] [Sle [-leMel-F-lolahagelals 
roliiialemlelele(=m 


' 1-800-TLC-DIVE 
US & CANADA, FAX 806-798-7568 
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ADVANCED DIVING 
(Continued from Page 20) 


the future. To be valid, however, the grids 
need to be placed in the same location 
each time the survey is taken. 

BASELINE: KNOTTED LINE. Nylon fishing 
line, size 21 or 24, works pretty well. It is 
thin enough to fit on a medium sized reel, 
abrasion resistant and not too stretchy. 
Very small diameter (numbers 30 to 36) 
braided nylon also works well. Remember 
to burn the ends so it doesn’t ravel. 

Mark every 10 feet with an overhand 
knot. When you do the knotting as you 
go, it takes two people to keep the line 
taut and ensure the knots are precisely 
10 feet apart. If you get sloppy, the error 
introduced keeps compounding itself. 

One way to guard against “knot creep” 
is to lay out a 100 foot line, then fold it into 
10 equal lengths. Use a felt tipped marker 
to indicate where the knots will go, then 
go back and tie the knots. You may need 
several reels of line, depending upon the 
size of the survey area. This knotting must 
be done in advance of the dive. A base- 
line is a simple knotted line laid out 
straight and then anchored at each end. 
For duplication purposes, it is important 
to place the baseline anchors at places 
you can relocate, such as an unusual 
rock formation. Or, you may be able to 
pound a nail in the reef as a fixed end 
point. In sand, use a Sand screw to an- 
chor the line. The metal stakes used for 
dog leash anchors work great. 

If you leave anail or sand screw in 
place for multiple dives, be prepared to 
lose it. Sand may cover up the screw. 
Other divers see nails or pitons in a reef 
and take them. If you leave an anchor 
point, put a marker tag on it identifying it 
as part of a survey. There are no guaran- 
tees it will stay put. 

TAPE MEASURE. [he best choice is a 
common builder’s 100 foot, fiberglass 
tape measure that comes in a crank up 
housing. You can buy this non-stretch- 
ing, fiberglass tape for about $30 at 
home improvement stores. 

The housing that comes with the tape 
works pretty well underwater but can get 
jammed with sand. Most of the cases 
have a ring, so you can clip the reel on 
your BC or tie it off at an anchor point. No 
matter which tape measure you select, it 
needs to be long and on a reel. 

MaRKERS. Markers are attached to 
each anchor point on a baseline or survey 
line. Each marker is labeled as a coordi- 
nate. If you were encircling a wreck with 
ten point-to-point lines, they might be la- 
beled W1 through W10. If you found sep- 
arated rubble piles on the east side of the 
baseline, they might be labeled ER1 (for E 
[east], R [rubble], 1) and up. There is no 
way to know in advance what the labels 


Why Take Chances with 
Once in a Lifetime 
Opportunities? 

J ECSR OTST UGE LL 
Reliability. 


Professional Metal Housings 
For Your Favorite Cameras: 
Nikon F4, Nikon N90 & N90s, 
Nikon F90 & F90s, Nikon N8008 & N8008s, 
Nikon F801, Nikon N6006, Nikon F601 
& Pentax LX 


ANTHIS U.S.A. INC. 


119 Dayton St. 
Edmonds, Washington 98020 
Tel: (206) 775-3359 
Fax: (206) 775-4076 
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‘Relax at our brand new luxury 
waterfront accommodations 


— Fully furnished, cable TV, self catering 
~ One, Two or Three bedroom apartments. 
Ideal for groups or individuals. 
—Buddy’s Reef Restaurant on site. 
Meal plans available. 


Dive into warm clear tropical 
waters at our fully equipped 
5 star dive center 


— Boat dives daily 

— Dive & Drive package with operation 
based car rental 

— Personalized service 

— PADI, NAUI & CMAS training 
facility 


aor S FOR INFORMATION, CALL: 
> Rothschild Travel 
=f 800-359-0747 
\ / Caribbean Adventures 
800-934-DIVE 
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will be. So, you need generic markers that 
can be labeled underwater as you go. 

Small pieces of slate material with a 
drilled hole and short string loop work 
well. Some divers like to attach the 
markers to a wooden clothespin. This 
makes it easy to clip on a marker or re- 
move with gloved hands. If you ever see 
countertop laminate color sample strips 
going in the trash, the 1.5 by 3 inch sam- 
ple chips make great marker stock. 

If you can’t make markers in advance, 
a roll of gray duct tape will work. Duct 
tape can be pulled off a roll underwater 
and wrapped around a line; it will also 
stick to itself. A permanent, fine point 
marker will write underwater on duct tape. 
But, it is difficult to remove duct tape from 
a line after the dive. If you make acrylic 
markers in advance, you won’t have to 
clean duct tape and adhesive residual off 
the line later! 

Whatever type of marker you select, 
have a spare writing instrument in your BC 
pocket. Sport divers often use a grease 
pencil with their slate. When surveying you 
accumulate lots of data and will find the 
blunt tip of a grease pencil takes too much 
space. Most divers switch to a pencil for 
finer lines and less smudging. The same 
writing instrument should work on your 
slate and the marker tags. 

ANCHOR POINTS. Surveys need 
straight segments of line. The math gets 
too complicated if a line segment 
curves. So, you need to anchor the end 
of each section to a fixed point. Some- 
times you can wrap line around a rock, 
other times you will need to introduce a 
pivot point. This could be as small asa 
60 penny spike nail. In the sand, the 
best choice may be a sand screw. On 
really hard rock, try using concrete nails. 

Use common sense to decide what 
will do the least damage to the environ- 
ment and meet your needs. If you are do- 
ing a one day survey and removing all an- 
chors at the conclusion of the dive, they 
do not need to be permanent. If you 
damage a seafan with a rubbing line, it 
may have been better to drive a nail in the 
reef. Care should always be taken to pre- 
serve and protect the environment. A 
carpenter's claw hammer works well un- 
derwater and makes it easy to remove 
the nails with minimal damage. Buy a 
wooden handle hammer, drill a hole in it 
and attach a lanyard. Otherwise, you'll 
out the hammer down and lose it. Some 
divers prefer a four to six pound sledge 
hammer for quicker anchor point fixing. 

Compass. Accuracy of compass 
readings Is critical in taking a Survey. 
Even a one degree error means that 
when your data is transferred to a map it 
will not form a closed loop. 

Select a compass that has easy to 
read degree marks. If your compass only 
has every five degrees marked, it will be 
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BREITLING, ZODIAC, TAG HEUER, 
PORSCHE, AUTHORIZED SALES. 

Dive watch repair center. Ron Gordon master 
watch maker. Rolex and all brands repaired 
and water pressure tested. 

516 5th Ave. at 43rd., Rm 303 
New York, NY 10036. 


(212) 869-8999 or 800-869-0889 
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US $400/wk 


oravery large 3 Bd. 3 Ba. aslowas 


US $1100/wk 
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SUMMER DIVING /ADVENTURE _ Coed S& : 


| PROGRAMS FOR TEENAGERS 15-19 

P.A.D.I. instruction and advanced ratings for certified divers 
and referrals. Also offering: skiing, windsurfing, while living and 
) sailing aboard 47 yachts in British Virgin Islands. 17 years of 
) teen programs at sea. 


4 P.O. BOX 5507-D, SARASOTA, FL 34277 (813) 924-6789 










COZUMEL, MEXICO 


TWO DECADES OF 1 


GREAT DIVING AND SERVICE 


For twenty years the Galapago Inn and Scuba Cozumel 
have been THE place for sport scuba divers to meet and 
enjoy the very best diving in Cozumel. 


Come and Celebrate with us! 


Pa. 


ae 


/ DIVE RESORT*MEXICO 


U/ For Information * U.S.A. & Canada 
1-800-847-5708 


S.C. U. B. A. 


COZUMEL. 
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_ Divers dedicated resort! 
Specially designed for divers. Casa 
del Mar invites you to havea 

| memorable experience in the 
Caribbean with our dive shop Del 
Mar Aquatics. The most complete © 
- and established dive operator in 
: Cozumel. 
Dive packages from: 
| S 184 +Tax pp/dbl occ 
Apr 9-Dec-20/96 
Packages include: 2 days of boat 
diving, unlimited shore diving, 

















- -YucaTanza T-Shirt & Welcome 
Margarita. | 
Call Now! | 
1-800-87'7-4383 
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Surface Air, and 
Tank-Fill Compressors 


1-800-327-0412 


940 N.W. Ist Street « Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33311 
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highly inaccurate for surveying. Look for a 
well damped compass card that allows 
the arrow to swing slowly and smoothly. 
Since the compass is going to be 
mounted on your slate, consider buying a 


-backpacking compass. They are flatter, 


come with a backplate and are easy to 
use. They are usually liquid filled for 
smooth movement and have two degree 
increments for better accuracy. 

SURVEY SLATE AND PENGIL. A Survey 
slate is your instrument dashboard. 
Mounted on a regular slate are the instru- 
ments you need to have in constant view. 
At a minimum, this is acompass and 
pencil. Depending upon the nature of the 
survey, it could also include a depth 
gauge, bubble level and brass clip. 

Assembly instructions are simple. 
When mounting anything to the slate, use 
brass or stainless steel screws or glue. 
Anything else may be magnetic and influ- 
ence the compass readings. Adhesive 
mounting Is the last choice, since a sharp 
blow may pop a glued item off the slate. 
Place each item you will be mounting next 
to the compass to be sure they are not 
magnetic. If the compass needle moves 
at all, that item is affecting the compass 
and you need to select another model 
gauge or other type of screw or nut. 

Instruments should be arranged for easy 
reading, i.e., on the left side of the slate for 
right handers and on the right side of the 
slate for left handers. It is hard to write 
when you are working over a depth gauge. 

Be sure the compass lubber line is pre- 
cisely parallel to the edge of the slate. You 
will be holding the slate next to the survey 
line when taking readings. The edge of 
the slate becomes an extension of your 
compass, which yields much more accu- 
rate readings. If the compass is cocked, 
all the readings will be off-kilter. 

RV supply stores sell small, cheap 
bubble levels. Mount the level so you can 
see it at the same time as the compass. 
Take the compass readings from a level 
survey slate for added accuracy. 

Slate size is a matter of personal pref- 
erence and ease of use. A 5 by 7 inch 
slate may fit ina BC. Larger slates have 
longer straight edges and aid accuracy. 
Smaller slates are easier to stow. Don’t 
get one that’s too small or you won’t 
have enough room to write survey notes. 
Either size should have a brass clip so 
you never set the slate down. Whichever 
size you choose should also have a hold- 
er, so the pencil is not left to dangle. 

While researching this article | found a 
new type of continuous lead pencil. 
Manufactured by Mead, the Redi-Pencil is 
inexpensive and available at office supply 
stores. If your local stationery store 








doesn’t carry Redi-Pencils, call Dive Rite 
Manufacturing at (904) 752-1087 and ask 
for itern number 2005—1t costs about $1. 

These pencils have pre-sharpened 
lengths of lead inside a hollow plastic 
shaft. If the lead point breaks, pull it out, 
open the pencil’s other end and drop in 
the no-point piece of lead. That pushes a 
new sharp piece of lead to the pencil’s 
writing end. You may need to put a nylon 
tiewrap nub on the pencil to be sure it will 
stay on your slate’s pencil clip. 

Pencil holders can be tricky. They 
need to be tight enough to hold the pen- 
cil but not so tight gloved hands can’t ex- 
tract it. A standard nylon tiewrap may 
work. (Drill a hole in the slate and poke 
the tie through, forming a loop, leaving 
the locking nub on the slate’s backside.) 
A length of surgical rubber tubing pushed 
over the eraser end of a standard pencil 
might suit you. Or, you can get creative at 
the hardware store and find a plastic clip 
that exactly fits your pencil preference. 


RECONNAISSANCE DIVE 
Before you do the first survey, make a 
reconnaissance dive. Make simple pencil 
sketch notes about the configuration of the 
terrain. Armed with this information, you 
can decide where to lay baselines for the 
survey. Look for rocks or other natural 
structures that will make it easy to relocate 
anchor points. 
You may want to start using the sym- 
bols that will be on your completed map. 
Identify major topographical features that 














can be used as reference points. See our 
sidebar for a list of common symbols. 
SUMMARY 

Surveying and mapping dives require 
more preparation but you will be re- 
warded with a sense of accomplishment 
and a permanent record of places you 
want to relocate. 

Once the novelty of breathing under- 
water wears off, most people use activi- 
ties such as underwater photography to 








add a purpose to their diving. Surveying 
and mapping will give you the skills to 
demonstrate your knowledge of all the lo- 
cal hot spots. For a collector, mapping al- 
lows documentation of where you have 
searched and where you made finds. 
Northwest bottle collectors have unex- 
pectedly found a treasure pile and, by 
mapping their next finds, been able to 
see the outline of a dock that formerly ex- 
isted at the site. 

In next month’s column we will cover 
laying baselines, taking readings, making 
location notes, stick drawings and how to 
check your readings and convert the da- 
tato amap. You’ve got a month to pre- 
pare your markers and survey slate for 
the big dive! 

FOR MORE INFORMATION. If your map- 
ping needs call for more precision, an ex- 
cellent reference book is Basic Under- 
water Cave Surveying by John Burge. It is 
available for $15 from The Cave Diving 
Section of the National Speleological 
Society, Inc., P.O. Box 950, Branford, FL 
32008-0950. Order item number 40500. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT. While surfing the net 
| out out a request for column ideas and 
lots of cyberspace divers answered. 
Thanks to Jim Strohm, PADI OWSI 51985, 
who suggested surveying and mapping ar- 
ticles. Special thanks to Jeff Bozanic, NAUI 
5334, NSS 181, for his research assis- 
tance. His experience as a scientific sur- 
veyor and mapper was invaluable. = 


FANTASY ISLAND 
(Continued from Page 67) 


eastern tip of the island extending off- 
shore, the dive gazebo (tanks are 
dropped off and picked up on request). 
On the way to the dive shop from the 
main building is a well stocked snack and 
gift shop. Two lighted tennis courts are 
nestled on the main island shore. Just 
west of the dive shop Is a full service ma- 
rina. The resort, a leisure class beach ho- 
tel, a dedicated dive resort and a com- 
plete marina, can be seen in a single view 
only from an aerial perch. The scene is an 
emerald and cream islet dropped into a 
turquoise sea. Also easily seen from the 
air is the continuous fringe of golden reefs 
just offshore. New additions include a 
guestwing under construction, anew 
picnic area and a covered walk from the 
main building past the gift shop. There 
are more than 80 fulltime employees, al- 
most entirely locals, to serve guests. 

Just east of the resort, an easy swim 
from the shore dive gazebo, is Tatoo’s 
Wreck, the remains of a DC-3 aircraft, 
and the Prince Albert, an intact island 
freighter sitting upright on a sand bottom. 
The shipwreck is 120 feet long and rests 
in 60 feet of water. 

The boat fleet carries small groups of 
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: The Soleman’s tivesAbibard Luxury Minh) 
Bilikiki, The Spirit of Solomon, 
and The Solomon Sea 


j_ Individual and group departures early bird savings for 1996 


800-741-2178 


E-mail: scuba @ skindiver 
__ http://www.skindiver.com 


New, deluxe 2-3 BDR homes on 
secluded palm-shaded white sand beach. 
Restaurant, top rated dive shop, friendly 
people. Complete dive packages trom 
$557/week. 
The Caribbean’s best diving! 
ALMOND BEACH HIDEAWAYS 
For a free brochure call 1-800-972-9795 
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e live where others bring their guests for d treat!’ 









Dive Kona Hawaii 


6 nights hotel ¢ 6 days rental car 
3-2 tank boat dives $390. pp/d. occ 


1800-528 PADI 
» 7g 5 5660 Palani Rd 
CROC Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 
ccoapi  1-808-329-KONA 
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TREASURE ISLAND RESORT 
On 7 Mile Beach — Grand Cayman, B.W.I. 

3 Nights $459 5 Nights $699 7 Nights $899 
Includes Accommodations (Dbl), Airfare from Miami, 
Airport and Dive Boat Transfers, 2-tank Dive every 
Full Day, 1 Night Dive and Unlimited Shore Diving. 
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a Private \wland Resort —— 


e Located at the world famous Elbow...Belize’s premiere marine life 
encounter e newly renovated rooms, boats, dining & lounge facility 
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e world class sporifishing... flats and deep sea 
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Blue Holes, Shark Feeding, Dolphin 
Encounters, Rays & More! 
Captain Tom Guarino’s 24 years experience promises the best of 


Bahamas diving 


. Sea Fever is 90’ aluminum, fully air conditioned 


with double staterooms, E-6 processing and U/W video. 


FOR INFORMATION AND RESERVATIONS, CALL: 


800-443-3837 o 305-531-3483 
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FANTASY ISLAND 


divers, uSually a maximum of 16 guests 
per boat, to the miles of fringing reefs 
along the north and south coasts. 
Normally, three single tank boat trips per 
day and two single tank night dives per 
week are offered. Day trips leave the dock 
at 9:00, 11:00 and 2:30. Masks, fins and 
snorkels are complimentary for guests; 24 
complete sets of scuba gear are available 
as rentals. Open water scuba instruction 
is available. The dive operation is normally 
open from 6:30 am to 10:00 pm daily, 
tended by 10 fulltine employees. 

South coast dive sites include the awe- 
some Calvin’s Crack, a huge crevice 
through the top of the reef nearly 250 feet 
long and averaging 12 feet wide. The open- 
ing begins in 35 feet of water and descends 
to 90. Asecond 
crevice joins it 
from the side and 
eventually dead 
ends. Lots of 
huge sponges 
protrude from the 
wall, which is seg- 
regated into 
clumps of coral by 
sandchutes. This 
is agood site for 

Hank Hynds is the schools of squid 

manager of Fantasy and several mor- 

Island Resort’s su- ay eels. Fantasy 

perb dive operations. Wall, anew site 
discovered and developed by Hank Hynds, 
is a big sandy chute beginning in 30 feet of 
water. Here is another huge crevice and 
swim-through from 40 to 70 feet deep. 
Large barrel sponges, deep water fans and 
wire corals decorate the drop-off. A big pin- 
nacle, 90 feet deep, is covered with 
sponges and Roatan’s distinctive yellow 
gorgonians. Schools of jacks and Spade- 
fish are nearly always present. Missing 
Link is an example of one of the island’s 
most fascinating shallow dive sites. Here is 
a coral garden in only 20 feet of water. A se- 
ries of sandy chutes attracts schools of 
Bermuda Chubs, snappers, Spadefish and 
Blue Chromis. This site connects to 40 
Foot Point, one of the quality drop-off sites 
only minutes from the resort. 

North coast sites available to Fantasy 
Island are comparatively remote and sel- 
dom dived by any other operation. There 
are many inside walls leading to the outer 
reef and reef slopes capped by acres of 
Elkhorn Coral. An example of a special 
north coast site is Wall Street, a sand and 
coral rubble bottom sided by vertical walls 
of coral. This natural thoroughfare begins 
very shallow and runs for nearly 100 yards 
to the other wall. Twin Cindy’s Fantasy is 
a big crevice more than 30 feet wide, 


(Continued on Page 128) 

















Rates $498.00 for 6 consecutive ads, $768.00 for a full year. 
Add $81.00 1st line Bold. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY 
COPY via bank draft or international money in U.S. funds. 
DEADLINE: 28th of 3rd month prior to issue date. Send copy 
and payment to Overseas Divers’ Directory, SKIN DIVER 
Magazine, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515. 


For more information call (213) 782-2245. 





HEMINGWAYS ADVENTURE DIVING IN AFRICA 800- 443- 0799 
Combine a SAFARI with diving. Hemingways on Kenya 
Coast experience real Africa above and below the water. Call 


FAX:415 442-0289 
800-247-3483 

Fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 


for prices & customized itineraries 
MANTA REEF LODGE 

Pemba Islands only dive resort. 
East Africa absolutely best diving. 
Complete wildlife safaris. Discounted airfares. 
POSEIDON QUEST 

Deluxe live-aboard in northern Zanzibar. 
Wildlife Safaris Diving in Kenya/Tanzania. 


800-247-3483 
Fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 
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DOCKYARD DIVERS 809-460-1178 Fax 809-460- 1179 
Nelson’s Dockyard Box 184 Antigua 

Antigua's beautiful south coast. Yachting ctr, sensational 
sites poi rl; mile. ‘Sales. Rental. Accom. Pkgs. PADI certs. 





UNIQUE SPORTS OF ARUBA 

Ph: 011-2978 60096 (shop) Aruba U.S. 1-800-450-2084 

K J Dive Adv. Complete PADI DIVE CTR & Full watersports 
facility 40 ft. boat on site at resort. 

PELICAN WATERSPORTS Ph. 011-2978-31228 
PADI INT’L Dive Center, Fax 011-2978-32655 
wreck, reef, night dives. Instruction, equipment. 

Complete watersports activities. 

SCUBA ARUBA 011-2978-34142 
Daily Scuba instruction, reef, wreck, night dives. Rates 
include all equipment. PADI staff, special group rates upon 
request.Fax 011-2978-75797 Address Box 4100 Noord a 


AUSTRALIA = 
ATLANTIC CLIPPER/ 0z DIVE 1- 800- 472- 7234 
Dive and sail aboard our 140 ft brigantine tall masted ship 
on Australia’s Great Barrier Reef. 1, 2 or 3 night live-aboard 
packages with daily departures from $120. 

AURIGA BAY II-EXCLUSIVE ADVENTURE DIVING 800-443-0799 
Far Northern GBR/Coral Sea-10 divers in a/c cabins $995- 
$2695. Family or small group charters available. Dive with 
the “Original Specialists” 415 442-0799/fax 415 442-0289 
MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS _ call direct 415-243-9215 
252 Walker Street, Townsville, QLD 4810 Australia 


Coral Sea, Cod Hole, Barrier Reef, Yongala aboard 
WATERSPORT, SUPERSPORT or SPOILSPORT. 








DEEP SEA DIVERS DEN Ph 61-70-312223 Fax 61-70-311210 
P.O. Box 5264 Cairns Qld 4870. Specializing in 3 day, 2 night 
live-aboard cruises. Daily to Outer Barrier Reef. Courses 

to instructor level. 5 Star PADI Dive Ctr. Boat Charters. 

#1 PACIFIC STAR. 800-247-3483 
Unique Coral Sea & Great Barrier Reef Fax 206-441-5431 
expeditions aboard the 62 foot catamaran 206-441-3483 
PACIFIC STAR. Beautiful. Regular departures. 

LEARN TO DIVE ** PRO DIVE CAIRNS 800 443-0799 
PADI 5 STAR CENTER. Full certif. courses from $320.00. 
Weekly classes/all equip AND 3 days/2 nights on live-aboard 
included! More!! fax 6170 519955/call 6170 315255 
PRO DIVE WHITSUNDAY PH. 61 79 466508 Fax 61 79 465007 
Great Barrier Reef 3 day 3 night dive/sail cruises. 

One day reef adventure tours. PADI 5 star centre with 
courses from beginner to instructor level. 

REEF EXPLORER 800-886-7321 
Special trips! Dive with southern minke whales! Ribbon Reefs. 
Hear them sing. Excellent photo opportunities! July 6-12, 13-19, 
20-26. 6nts: $1300.00 pp. Dive Discovery Fax 415-258-9115 
TIGER SHARK ADVENTURE! REEF EXPLORER 800/886-7321 
Tiger Shark Research Trips 6 nights/7 days. Far north Great 
Barrier & Coral Sea 11 nights/12 days “Excellent Reviews!” 
Dive Discovery CA ph-415/256-8890 fax 415/258-9115 
TAKA DIVE Aussie Direct 800-241-7690 
P.O. Box 6592, Cairns QLD 4870 Australia Fax 61 70-312739 
Dive the Cod Hole/Ribbon Reefs on Taka II and Coral Sea on 
Taka III. Large live-aboards. “The Friendly Alternative” 
TUSA DIVE PH. 61-70-311248 Fax 61-70-315221 


P.O. Box 1276 Cairns Qld 4870 Personalized day trips, MV 
TUSA, EX Cairns to outer Barrier Reef. Professional information 
& booking of all G.B.R dive packages. 1-800-472-7234 OZ DIVE 





BAHAMAS 





"PH 809-303-5644; 1-800-398-DIVE 


BAHAMA DIVERS 
P.O. Box 5004, Nassau. PADI 5 Star. Walls, Blue Hole, 
Wrecks & Rsrt. courses. Referrals NASDS & NAUI. Author. 
dealer Bahama Pro, Sherwood & Dacor. FAX 809/393-6078. 


BAHAMA ISLAND ADVENTURES/BIMINI 1-800-329-1337 
Best in the Bahamas! Great diving, great island, great people! 

3 days/2 nights = $349. Includes: Airfare, hotel, 3 dives/day. 

Free brkfst & lunch. Call for group rates. Bimini Bimini. 

BILL & NOWDLA KEEFE’S BIMINI 1-800-348-4644 
UNDERSEA ADVENTURES _ Dive the best of the BAHAMAS, 
w/Bill & Nowdla Keefe. Reefs, Wrecks & Walls. Superb Diving! 
Great Pkgs! PO Box 21623 Ft. Laud FL 33335 Fax 809-347-3079 


DIVERS DOWN, ABACO 800-327-1584 
Treasure Cay, Bahamas. Barrier Reef, Wreck, Catacombs. 


All levels instruction, rentals, magnificent 3.5 mile beach. 
Packages. Fax 305-525-1699 
DIVERS HAVEN PH 800-393-0869 
P.O. Box N-1658, Nassau, Bahamas, PADI 5 Star Facility. 
Private Instruction & Referrals. Daily Tours 

Hotel & Cruise Ship Shuttle. Fax 305-393-3695 
GULFSTREAM DIVERS 1-305-944-2992 
MIAMI Liveaboard Dive Boat Groups Only up to 10 wk 
trips Miami-Bimini-Freeport-Nassau wrecks-reefs-wall dives 
Capt. Joe 970 N.E 144 St., North Miami, FL 33161 

SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE, ANDROS ISLAND BAHAMAS 
809-368-2014; US/CAN 800-223-6961. 35 years diving 
walls and blue holes of Andros. One-on-one specialty diving. 
Free Resort Course. Families welcome. All-inclusive rates. 
UNEXSO FREEPORT GRAND BAHAMA ISL  800-992-DIVE 


305 351-9889 30 yrs. adventure! 809 373-1244 groups/pkgs. 
Famous shark, dolphin, wreck & reef dives. Instruction/18’ 
deep tank, photo/video, groups welcome. In Port Lucaya. 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER(800) 383-6480 (809) 333-2309 
Box 1, Harbour Island Bahamas, 2 tank AM, 1 tank & snorkel PM. 
Reef, wreck, cavern, cave, famous current cut drift, night. 
All levels of instruction. Out island charm Big Isl. equip. 





BARBADOS 








EXPLORESUB BARBADOS 

PADI 5 Star Facility dive svc. Certification. 
Specialties, Medic First Aid. St. Lawrence, Christ Church, 
Barbados, W.lI. FAX: 809/428-4674 
UNDERWATER BARBADOS 809-426-0655 


809/435-6542 


Carlisle Bay Centre, Bay St., St. Michael, Barbados 
PADI 5 Star Facility Certs - Referral - Specialties. 
1-800-843-8362 





AMIGOS DEL MAR 011-501-26-2706 
P.O. Box 53, San Pedro Town, Ambergris Caye, Belize 
Professional service, night & atoll dives, rentals 

PADI instruction FAX 011 501-26-2648 
BELIZE YACHT CLUB 1-800-938-0860 
Stay at the exclusive Belize Yacht Club. Full service 

dive operation. Blue Hole trips. 1, 2, 3, day trips 

Fax 011501 262892 

BELIZE YACHT CLUB 1-800-735-9520 
Best of Belize and Beyond ... New Year’s in Belize Dec. 29 - 
7 NT Deluxe Dive Pkg / RT Air / Elegant suites w/ pool 11 
Dives w/ Night Dive/ Farewell Lobster Barbecue- $1550 pp. 
BELIZE TRADEWINDS DIVE PACKAGE 800-451-7776 
PARADISE VILLAS condominiums on Ambergris Caye. 

1 & 2 Bedroom units on the ocean. Fantastic Diving! 
Discount Air available. Call for brochures 

CORAL BEACH HOTEL 800-247-3483 
Experience the very best dollar value on FAX 206-441-5431 
Ambergris Caye. $590 weekly includes 206-441-3483 
accommodation, meals, diving, taxes. Discounted airfares. 
COTTAGE COLONY 5012212020 & 1-800-468-0123 US/CANADA 
A new concept in diving on St. Georges Caye 1/2 mi. from 
Barrier Reef. Colonial style cottages, 1st class dining & bar. 
Resort refresh. and open water certifications, inland excursions 
DANGRIGA DIVE CENTRE 1-800-673-8813 
Year-round diving and fabulous Inland Adventure Tours. 
Also ideal for non-divers call Global Travel Club (USA) 

Tel: 409-925-1388 Fax 713-882-7942 UK Tel: 1 268-541732 
GAZ & DAVES BELIZE DIVE CENTER 1-800-938-0860 
Book direct and save on hotels, diving, jungle tours. 

We live in Belize. 7 day packages start 

as low as $399 dbl. occ. 1-800-938-0860 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT 1-800-423-3114 
Air-conditioned beachfront villas on a private island. The 
only diving resort on the Blue Hole atoll. Pristine reefs as 
they used to be. 3 dives/day, night. Airstrip. 

MANTA RESORT—GLOVERS ATOLL 1-800-342-0053 
12 acre private island resort on southern most atoll. 
Virgin wall diving. Fantastic food. White sand- warm sea. 

Call 1-800-342-0053 or 941-594-8022 In Belize 011-501-232-767 
M/V HOT DIVE 1-800-HOT DIVE 
Fast & Personable Live-aboard..!! 60 Ft of Elegance..!! 
Turneffe - Lighthouse - Blue Hole - Glovers & Rio Dulce, 
Guatemala. 4 - 6 Persons. Fax/phone: 011-501-234-058 
PLACENCIA DIVE SHOP, KITTY'S PLACE - Placencia, Belize 
Enjoy a wilderness of cayes, reef, and natural sandy beaches. 
Full resort, apartments, fishing, diving, jungle trips. Scuba 
Instruction. Call 011-501-62-3227. Fax 011-501-62-3226 
RAMADA ROYAL REEF RESORT & MARINA 011-501-2-32670 
Deluxe accommodations. Snorkeling, 

fishing and diving available. 

Packages also available. Fax 011-501-2-34322 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE, FRED GOOD, PROP. 800-678-6871 
For the few who seek the finest. “Just perfect.” Under- 
current 1991. Basic thru Nitrox cert. ScubaPro rentals. 
Arrive/depart ANY day. Inland trips. 011-501-244190 
VICTORIA HOUSE—BELIZE 1-800-633-4734 


Finest resort on Ambergris Caye PADI, NAUI, Resort certs. Combine 
a dive pkg. w/inland archaeology and nature expeditions. 
Call International Expeditions World Leader in Travel to Belize. 





BERMUDA 
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FANTASEA DIVING PH: 809-236-6339 FAX 809-236-8926 
Darrell's Wharf Paget PGO1 Centrally located PADI 5 STAR 
Dive Center. Wreck/reef dives, 1&2 tank. Private charters. 
Full retail & service dept, PADI certification & referral. 


BONAIRE 


BLACK DURGON INN/BONAIRE SCUBACTR 800-526-2370 
P.O. Box 775, Morgan, NJ 08879 U.S.A Fax 908-583-0478 
Truly a unique priv. dive resort/apartments. NJ-908-566-8866 
Excel. div/snork from the property. The reef is our back yard. 
BRUCE BOWKER’S CARIB INN 011-599-7-8819 8am-5 pm 
PO Box 68, Bonaire, Neth Antilles | (FAX) 011-599-7-5295 
24 Hr. All sites, Air, Sales, Rentals, PADI 5 star full inst. All 
rooms A/C, TV, Pool, E mail 75317, 667@Compuserve. Com. 
HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES 011-5997-8405 Fx 011-5997-8605 
P.O. Box 216, affordable-clean-quiet 1-2 br. bung a/c cable TV, 
well equip. kitchn, hot shower, garden dive pkgs & car rental 
avail year-round charters 54’ dix motoryacht to other islands. 
SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 1-800-288-4773 
Sand Dollar Dive & Photo complete photo facility. 
Oceanfront Condos—your home away from home. Come 
and enjoy Bonaire’s most unique diver friendly resort. 
TOUCH THE SEA WITH DEE SCARR 011-599-7-8529 
c/o Touch the Sea, P.O. Box 369, Bonaire, N. A. Unique 
diving experiences: marine creatures, photos, much more. 
Reservations recommended. (Closed July thru October). 


BORNEO 


ADVENTURE DIVING WITH BORNEO DIVERS 

Dive fantastic Sipadan Island. Beach hut accom. Grp spec./indiv. 
pkgs from $2375 p/p incl air from W. Coast/accom./diving. 
12 day pkg. FAX: 415/442-0289 or call 800 443-0799. 
ADVENTURE IN BORNEO AND BEYOND... 800-346-6116 
Diving Sipadan Island and Malaysia since 1989. 

Call Ken or Jolene for the real story. 
ISLAND DREAMS 

BORNEO DIVERS 

Nobody knows Borneo better. 
Contact our US rep for complete 
air/land/dive packages. 

ABDILLAH SIPADAN PARADISE — Fax: 6088-233562, 235055 
Dive & stay at Sipadan daily 3 boat dives, unlimited wall dives. 
Open 365 * OPT: ECO/ADVENT. Tour Borneo. P.O. Box 12248 
88825 Kota Kinabbalu, Sabah, Malaysia. Tel: 6088-223918 
PULAU SIPADAN RESORT on Sipadan Island. 6089-765200 
Fax: 6089763575. P.O. Box 61120, 91021 Tawau Sabah, 
Malaysia world renowned wall dives just front resort. Daily 3 
boat dives/unitd. wall dives. Sundeck looking sunset. Open 365 
SIPADAN BORNEO DIVERS 800 886-7321 
PADI 5 star diving specialist 

offering exceptional diving!! 

Dive Discovery CA ph 415/256-8890 fax 415/258-9115 

















Fax (713) 973-8585 
800-247-3483 

fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 






PROJETO MAR Ph/Fx 081.326.0162 Rua Padre Bern. Pessoa, 
410 B, Viagem Recife PE, Brasil CEP 51.020.210. Dives, svcs, 
video, photo, course CMAS. Dive 12 famous wrecks. 

Scubapro, U.S. Divers, Sherwood, Cressi-Sub - training fac 


BRITISH VIRGIN 
ISLANDS 


BLUE WATER DIVERS 

P.O. Box 846, Road Town, Tortola, B.V.I. 
Mike & Keith Royle—PADI Instructors. Dive tours, Intro 
courses, Rentals, Air fills, Rendezvous. FAX-809-494-0198 


ICAYMAN ISLAND 










~ 809/494-2847 
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CAYMAN BRAC DIVING SUNBURST HIDEAWAYS 800-972-9795 


Deluxe beachfront homes/condo rentals $88-$178 day. 
1-5 br, fully equipped. Discount dive, air packages. Call Jim, 
Brac vacation specialist since 1987. Fax: 541-426-4863. 
CAYMAN BRAC GETAWAY 970-226-5489 
Fully furnished fully equipped private homes for rent. 

$65 to $200/day dive, air, car pkg avail. Call for Info. 

We dive with the best; Brac Aquatics. References avail. 
CAYMAN BRAC BEACHFRONT VILLA 

2 Bbdrm, 2 ba private road. Spectacular wall & shore dives 
out front door. Scuba pkgs with Brac Aquatics Ltd. 

Details and more information Fax 415-861-5228 
CAYMAN BRAC SEAFARER/Brac Aquatics = 1-800-9-BEACH-7 
Affordable oceanfront condo, beautiful beach. 

1 Br/sleeps 4, A/C, Cable TV. Dive pkg/air available. 

From $700/week Fax: 770-395-0000 
CROSBY’S WATERSPORTS 

Fun sail dive snkl trips—Gr. Cayman. Budget your wk! $950 pkg 
incls (2 guests): priv home/car/ Free 2 tank dive or 2 Free Stingray 
City sailing trips w/lunch! Call or Fax Jeff @ 809-949-3742 
OCEAN FRONTIERS 809-947-7500 
Experience Grand Cayman’s East End. Virgin Diving, 
Uncrowded, Fast Dive Cat, Custom Packages. 

Friendly Professional Staff, Free Courtesy Shuttle. 

SAM MCCOY’S DIVE LODGE LTD. 1-800-626-0496 
Little Cayman, B.W.|. Dive the famous 

Bloody Bay Wall! Genuine Caymanian hospitality. 

Call now for information. Fax 809-949-6821 
PIRATES POINT RESORT, LTD. PH 809 948-1010 
Little Cayman, B.W.I. Best Wall Diving in the Caribbean. 
Gourmet dining. All inclusive package. 

Direct booking. FAX 809 948-1011 
THE REEFS SEASIDE COTTAGES 516-261-0600 809-949-4046 
Direct ocean diving from pvt. dock located on prop to 
popular reefs-dive boats close snorkel to great spots. 
Reasonable efficiency cottages call for availability. 

BOB SOTO’S DIVING 1-800-262-7686 
Winter air-land-dive packages at summer prices. Direct to 
consumer savings on Cayman winter diving. Computer 
friendly to north, west & south walls. Ask for Tommy. 






DIVING IN HAINAN-—SOUTH SEA INT’L OCEAN CLUB 
PADI facility, Scubapro equip, shore dives, boat dives, wreck dives all 
avail. here. We can handle your travel arrangement as well. Call our 
agent in Hong Kong. Tel: 852-28542722. Fax:852-28156168 


COSTA RICA 


ADVENTURES COSTA RICA 1-800-231-RICA 
Aguila De Osa in Drake Bay diving packages combined with 
rafting, sea kayaking, fishing, jungle tours. Other world wide 
destinations. Discounts for groups. 
BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS 
Beautiful La Costa Resort and 
Costa Rica’s #1 dive operator. 
Complete air/land/dive packages. 
BILL BEARDS DIVING SAFARIS US/CANADA 800-525-3833 
International reputation for friendly service & world class diving. 
Turtles, mantas, and sharks located at dive sites minutes from 
your resort. Green Season Specials CA. 510-794-1599 
EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 1-800-328-5285 
Costa Rica’s leading dive operation, Pacific Coast PAD! 
Resort, prolific pelagics year-round FX506-670-0083 
SJO-2820, PO Box 025216 Miami FL 33102-5216 
RAINFOREST & SEA SOUTHERN PACIFIC Ph/Fx 011-506-7712436 
Warm water diving uncrowded, pristine with much sea life. 
Also guided rainforest tours, canoes & sea kayaking. Amer/ 
operated w/exc/accommodations ph 011-506-284-4107 
TROPIC WORLD DIVING STATION 506 661 2039 Fx 506-661-2069 
P.O. Box 1504-4050 Alajuela Costa Rica. PADI courses. 
Daily schedule of 1 & 2 tanks dive, night diving. Tambor 
Beach Resort 5% all inclusive pkgs. avail. 










800-247-3483 
Fax 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 





CURACAO | 


LIONS DIVE HOTEL & UNDERWATER CURACAO 
P.O. Box 4095, Tel: 599-9-618131; Fax: 599-9-657826 
Full service dive center, entrance nat’! underwater park, 38’, 
40’ dive boats. Dive pkgs/group rates avail. Direct booking. 
Princess Divers/Princess Beach 800/9dancer or 800/3273286 
Princess Divers, on the grounds of Princess Beach Resort 
& Casino, a Crowne Plaza Resort is a PADI 5-Star Peter 
Hughes Facility. Dive pck. & instruction, video. photo & more 







EAST CARIB DIVE/LAURO CLUB US/CANADA 800-867-4764 
Full service Dive/Watersports Center on Salisbury Beach, 
PADI & CMAS instructors cater to your needs. Pkgs, local & 
long range dives, specialty trng. Villa accoms, pool, rest. 


DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC 


PUNTA CANA DIVE CENTER Ph 809-221-2262 Fx 809-686-0165 
Full service PADI dive center with multi-lingual staff, 
located in beautiful Punta Cana Beach Resort. 

“Barrier” reef is only 5 min. away all inclusive avail. 
SAMANA DIVING, “El Portillo Beach Resort.” Best diving of the 
island 4 days 3 nights pkg from U.S. $487.00 p/p all inclusive 
ask for brochure and information Tel: (809) 240-6100. Prieto 
Tours EPS A-204 7801 N.W. 37th. St. Miami, FL 33166-6559 
TREASURE DIVERS FAX/TEL 1-809-523-4819/5320 
North: Sand Castle B. R., Sosua—Wreck Walls 

West: Rivera Beach R., Batahona—Sharks, Rays 
South: Don Juan B.R-. Boca Chica —Caves, Wrecks 














CRYSTAL DIVERS/LOMALOMA RESORT  800-554-2SEA 
Discover the unexplored reefs of the Northern Lau Group. 
Personalized diving, private island resort - 7 oceanfront 
Bures, int'l cuisine. Indiv/grp pkgs. | Ph/fax 415-566-6672 
DIVE KADAVU MATANA RESORT FlJ! BEST FOR LESS 
Virgin Reefs—4 dives per day 
Bure accommodation—E-6 Lab 

Ph. 011-679-311780 Fax 011-679-303860 
DIVE TAVEUNI RESORT 800-247-3483 
World-class topside and underwater. Fax 206-441-5431 
Dive world renowned Somosomo 206-441-3483 
Straits. Complete air/land/dive packages. 
FIJI - WORLD CLASS LIVE-ABOARD DIVING 1-800-541-4334 
Explore the outer wall of the Astrolabe Reef with Aqua-Treks 
Exclusive rights to this pristine area. Includes Kadavu’s 
Yellow Wall and Bega Lagoon. World Class 
MALAWAI, KADAVU 011-679-520102 
An ideal dive vacation. Unspoiled, unpopulated, 
unusually perfect. Video available. P.O. Box 1277, 
Suva, Fiji Islands Fax 011-679-361536 
MARLIN BAY RESORT U.S./Canada 800-525-3833 
Luxury styled resort on BEQA LAGOON. Excel. accom., 
grt. food, friendly staff, and legendary Fiji diving. Complete 
indiv/grp pkgs. LANDFALL ADV. TRVL. CA. 510-794-1599 
MOODY’S NAMENA US/CAN. 800-348-3436 FAX 916-783-1952 
Dive/Snorkel Renown Namena Barrier Reef, minutes away 
from Island comfort. 10 Guests beautiful beaches. Special 
pkgs May-Aug. Stay 6 nights/7th night FREE! 
VATULELE ISLAND RESORT (800) 828-9146 
15 luxury beachfront villas. Enjoy gourmet cuisine and pristine 
diving conditions. Only five star resort with PADI facility/ 
instruction. Member Relais & Chateaux. FAX (310) 338-0708 


GALAPAGOS 














ANGERMEYER’S ENCHANTED EXPEDITIONS U.S.: 800 270-6378 


18 years of yacht cruise experience presenting the marine 
& terrestrial environments of the Galapagos. Expert guides. 
Judy Falco: Fax 303 786-8448, 75262.2171@compuserve.com 
AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS - LIVE-ABOARD, REINA SILVIA 
Hammerheads, dolphins, whale sharks from the ultimate 
dive boat. We dive Darwin & Wolf Islands every time!! 

Free video available. ph/303-494-8384 fax/303-494-1202 
GALAPAGOS—You, 9 other divers and our licensed naturalist 
will live aboard yacht to explore more islands than any other 
Galapagos expedition. © FREE BROCHURE (510) 420-1550 
Inca Floats, Inc. 1311D 63rd St., Emeryville, CA 94608 
GALAPAGOS’ FINEST “MISTRAL” 800-247-2925 
Best itin. from 8 to 21 days. Expert guiding, safety, exper., 
personalized svc. For charters or individuals land extensions 
available. Quasar Nautica/Tumbaco _—_ Fax (305) 592-7060 
LAMMER LAW—95 ft. Trimarine US/CANADA 800-525-3833 
Experience unique u/w and topside wildlife encounters 
aboard this elegant diver dedicated live-aboard. 

LANDFALL ADVENTURE TRAVEL __CA. 510-794-1599. 






CALYPSO DIVING CENTRE, AGIOS GORDIS BEACH 661/53101 
Marasli Street 24 Corfu, Greece. Ideal for families, FAX 661/53369 
singles or Irg parties. Half board accom. = FAX 661/34319 
Excellent diving for novices & expert. PADI dvg schoo! 





BILLS SCUBA SHACK 1- 800-950-DIVE 
36 Keala Place, Kihei, Maui HI 96753 1-808-879-DIVE 
We have it all—We do it all! PADI Instruction. 

Rentals, retail, boats. 

DAN’S DIVE SHOP-PADI 5 STAR 1-800-527-6377 
660 Ala Moana Blvd. Honolulu, HI. 96813 1-808-536-6181 
Dive “Y0257” Wreck, Rainbow Reef, etc. Call for free Info. 
Retail, Rental, Air & Repair. Best Service & Best Prices. 
DIVE MAKAI CHARTERS 808/329-2025 
P.O. Box 2955, Kailua-Kona, H] 96745. Private PADI Instruction. 
Diving with a difference—we care! Write to Tom & Lisa. 
Rated Kona’s best every year since ‘76 by Undercurrent. 
DIVE MAU! PH 808-667-2080 
900 Front St., Lahaina HI 96761. Outer island tours. Walls, 
caverns, sea turtles, pinnacles, lava arches, reefs! PADI, NAUI, 
SSI, NASDS, EANX training. Great dives great prices! 

ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES 1-800-635-1273 
P.O. Box 616, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753 808-879-3584 
“Dive w/ERDA and experience the best Maui has to offer’. 
SkinDiver 1/95. Call for a FREE comprehensive info. pkg. 
ECO - ADVENTURES 800-949-DIVE/FAX 329-7091 
Dive the Volcano Island. 2-tank charters w/lunch, manta, 
blue-water & long range dives; Instruction, PADI 5* IDC, 
air/room/car pkgs. All Islands. “No worry atmosphere.” 
HAWAIIAN DIVERS 1-808-329-5662 1-800-525-PADI/329-KONA 
75-5660 Palani RD Suite Pl King Kamehameha Hotel 
Kailua-Kona Hawaii 96740 PADI/SSI instruction. 

Manta Night Dives/Shark Dives Hi-tech Nitrox, Drift Dives 


JACK’S DIVING LOCKER 1-800-345-4807/1 -808-329-7585 


75-5819 Alii Dr. Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96740 “Our friendly 
people make the difference.” Daily boat dives. Full retail & 
rentals, video & still photo. Non-Scary Dives! NAUI/PADl 44% 


KONA COAST DIVERS 800/KOA-DIVE FAX 808-329-5741 


E-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net Professionalism since 1967. 
Daily diving on our custom built boats, Manta Dives! 


One stop facility NAUI * SSI * PADI *5k&*kk*k* 


LAHAINA DIVERS, INC. 1-800-998-DIVE 
New Location! 143 Dickenson Street, Lahaina, Maui. Dive 
Maui, Molokini & Lanai aboard 43' Reliant or 50' Endeavor. 


PADI 5 Star, NAUI & SS! OW Comp. Packages from $242.25 


MANTA RAY DIVES OF HAWAII, INC 1-800-98MANTA 
24 hr. resv. Scuba tours, certification, equipment rentals, 
sportfishing charters, snorkel tours. Come stay with us at 


the Kona Surf Resort & Country Club on 550 acres of Kona. 






MAUI DIVE SHOP—Kihei, Lahaina, Kahului (800) 542-3483 


P.O. Box 1018, Kihei, Maui, HI 96753, FAX 808/871-5149 
Maui’s Largest dvg retailer, 9 isl locations, Diy Boat 
charters, scuba lessons, rentals, PADI 5 Star Facility. 

MIKE SEVERNS DIVING (808) 879-6596 
P.O. BOX 627, Kihei, Maui, Hi 96753 Relaxed, personal, 
informative diving for experience divers and photographers. 
Guided by Hawaii Biologist. Max 6 divers. 


SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 808/329-9188 Fx-808/326-5652 


79-5729] Alii Dr., Kailua-Kona, HI 96740 PADI/NAUI sm. 
dly. boat charters, 6 divers max, full retail shop, 19 yrs. Kona 


exp., marine biologist, classes, night dives, rentals & repairs. 


SOUTH SEAS AQUATICS PADI-5 STAR 808-735-0437 
870 Kapahulu Ave. #109, Honolulu, Hl 96816 Fax 808-735-8780 
Dive the "MAHI" shipwreck, Makaha caverns and more. Serving 
Oahu since 1962, wreck and cavern diving specialists. 


WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 808/955-5151 Fax 808/955-6766 


1734 Kalakaua Ave. Hon. HI 96826 
PADI 5 STAR & NAUI Certification courses 3 days. 
Daily Boat Dives, rentals, sales, service, best prices! 


HONDURAS 
BAY ISLANDS 


ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT 800-735-9520 
Best of Belize and Beyond ... Specialty Groups 

Dec. 9- Singles / Jan 6- Families / Jan 27- Couples. 

* $1250 pp w/ AIR on TACA * Copan Mayan Ruins? 

CASA DE LA PLAYA SANDY BAY ROATAN. 

Private houses by the sea. 2 bed. Maid/madrn fac. Dis. dive pkgs. 
Scuba/snork in Marine Reserve. 4/750 wk. Brochure. U.S. 








800-335-4806 Roatan tel/fax 414 582-4806. Dorothy Reid, prop. 


CASA SOBRE EL MAR (HOME OVER THE SEA) GUANAJA 
Small resort, over a coral reef, 85 ft. deep off dock. Lrg guestrms 
each w/bath & hot water. $595 p/p for 7 dy & 7 nt. Incl. all meals, 


boat, guide, tanks & air. 22 yrs in business. 800-869-7295 


NAUTILUS DIVE RESORT/GUANAJA 800-535-7063 
World class diving in a beautiful private plantation resort. 6 
rooms/6 baths, some with AC, full service, custom dive boat 


full dive shop. Speciality dive training. Fishing & hiking avail. 


OAK BAY RESORT/ROATAN Phone 011-504-45-2337 
Beachfront apartment, 6 boat dives, unlimited shore dives, 
free advanced open water or rescue course. 5 nts $395pp, 
7nts $425pp. Call direct and save $$$$, airport pick up. 


OFF THE WALL DIVERS & ECOSPORTS ROATAN 800-382-7776 


Unstructured diving adventures since 1978. Fast Boats, 
Small Groups, Superb Walls. Instruction, Referrals, Rentals. 


Sail, Kayak, Waterski, Trailbike pkgs. w/wo Food & Airfare. 


PLANTATION BEACH RESORT 011-504-42-0974 tel/fax 
Cayos Cochinos only resort in marine park, max 20 divers, 3 
boat dives, unltd. shore dives, macro wrecks, walls, mounts. 
The best food in the Bay Isls. Write APDO 114 La Ceiba 


REEF HOUSE RESORT ROATAN FX 210-341-7942 800-328-8897 


Secluded, intimate. Southern dive & bone fishing sites. 
Meals, 2 boat & shore diving daily, 1 nt. dv p/Aweek $700 


MAYAN RUINS, adventure & sightseeing tours on Mainland. 


ROATAN CHARTER INC.—VACATION PROPERTIES 

P.O. Box 877, San Antonio, FL. 33576 800/282-8932. 
Coco View Resort, Utila Lodge. Diving and Fishing available. 
Beach House rentals, Mayan ruins and more. 

SEAGRAPE PLTN/ROATAN RESORTS 800-392-6292 
Oceanfront bungalows facing the Caribbean sunset. 

Full week boat, shore, night dives & meals $599. 

Low air and tours too. 


eet ret oeshor thy Caen octet starter the has Chactierte towne teat 










WESTERN SUMATRA*PADANG NEW FOR M/V FANTASEA 
Unspoiled, unvisited, very accessible! Virgin diving in the 
Indian Ocean! Be the 1st, call for details! July departures 
9d/10nt 1990.00 pp 800/886-7321 fax 415/258-9115 


















DIVE SEAWORLD 809/953-2180; FAX# 809/953-2550 
Mo. Bay's most complete scuba facility. Located at Cariblue 
Beach Hotel. Dive pkg. $199 pp/db! occ. PADI/PDIC courses avail., 
free bus shuttle from all hotels in Mo. Bay. Group rates avail. 
JAMAQUA DIVE CENTRE Tel: 809-973-4845/Fax 4875 
P.O. Box 65, Runaway-Bay, PAD! 5 Star. Beginner Lessons, 
cert, camera, E-6 processing, video, 3 dives dly. Night dives, 
4 Qual. PADI instrs guides. Hotel dive pkgs. 

NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE PH/Fax 809 957-4425 
P.O. Box #49, Negril Jamaica. PAD! Dive Shop. Beg. lessons 
dive pkg cert. Video camera rental, night dive specialists 3 dives 
daily with qualified instructors and guides. 800 818-2963 







Ho0 INTERNATIONAL DIVE COLLEGE & RESORT 8155-827-1868 
Japan’s finest dive resort & training facility. Oceanfront 
villa/42’ custom dive boat. Training & worldwide placement 
of Japanese instructors. USA owned & operated. 

MAXDIVE, JAPAN 8152-211-1772 FAX 8152-201-3940 
2-18-34, Nishiki, Naka-Ku, Nagoya, 460, Japan 

30 years of safety and quality diving 

Instructions in big training pool. Sales, tours with care. 













ADVENTURE MALDIVES LIVE-ABOARD “KOI MALA” 800 443-0799 
Affordable and HIGH VOLTAGE diving in comfort on 80’ KO! MAL 6 
dbl cabins w/head. 13 nt package inclu air from LA $3895 or boat 
only $2250 (9nts) BEST DIVING IN MALDIVES Fax 415 442-0289 
#1 MALDIVE LIVE-ABOARD 800-247-3483 
80 ft. MANTHIRi ... Don’t settle for less. Fax 206-441-5431 
Pvt cabins with bath. Full A/C. Fantastic! 206-441-3483 
$250/night. Discounted airfares. 













AKUMAL, YUCATAN, MEXICO 800-448-7137 
Caribbean dive packages in small resort near Cancun and 
Cozumel. Beachfront condo and reef dives. Cave diving also 
available. Call Akumal Vacations for brochure. 

BAJA EXPEDITIONS-SEA OF CORTEZ 800-843-6967 
FAX:619-581-6542 LA PAZ and Socorro Island live-aboard 
trips LA PAZ Hotel packages with 3 dives each day. Free 
Brochure, 2625 Garnet Ave., San Diego, Ca 92109 
COZUMEL BEACHFRONT HOME/DIVE PACKAGES 

Flexible fast trips with pickup at your vacation home. Multi 
dive discounts. 1-10 Br Homes. Individual Attention. 
800/833-5971 BLUE BUBBLE DIVER FAX/ 212/979-2993 
CABO SAN LUCAS VILLAS, CONDOS, DIVE PACKAGES 
Dive Socorro Island, Gorda Banks, Cabo Pulmo & More!! 
Full Service Dive Facilities, Live-Aboard Charters. 
1-800-745-2226 Free Brochures Land/Dive/Air Pkgs. 

CLUB COZUMEL CARIBE ALL-INCLUSIVE BEACHFRONT RESORT 
All Meals & Drinks-Kids Klub-Gym-Snorkeling-Watersports-Sunset 
Cruises-Disco-Ntly entertainment! Fr: $109 pn/pp/do Xtras: 
2 tank dives $29! Live-aboard Dive Adventure!! 800-327-2254 
DIVE PARADISE—COZUMEL THE BEST THERE IS! 
The best in personalized service. For a (800) 308-5125 
wealth of free info./reservations call or Fax 206-441-5431 
write 111-2nd North, Seattle, WA 98109. 011-52-987-21007 
COZUMEL - VACATION HOMES -DIVE W/FELIPE QUINONES 
Dive boat pickup at your private villa on the beach. Custom 
diving, food/cook pkgs, cars, 1-11 Bdrm Villas 

800-484-9014 Ext. 7070 Fax 918-742-3353 
DIVING ADVENTURES/COZUMEL 800-243-7480 
Specializing in Personal Service, Fast Boats and Small 
Groups w/safety. All Boats well equipped, Multi Dive discounts. 
All Levels of Scuba Instr. Home & Condos available. 
COZUMEL VILLAS/DIVE PALANCAR 1-800-251-9649 
Absolutely charming 1-3 bedroom town & beach villas. 
Pool, maid, from $300/week 

Dive trips with Dive Palancar available. 


SKIN DIVER MARCH 1996 123 











COPPER SKY’S SUPERB SOCORRO/SEA OF CORTEZ DIVING 


Live-aboard charters for groups to 12 aboard splendid 88 ft. 
schooner; mantas, sharks & more divedavs. Group Wholesale 
rates. Fax 604-433-8808 or Email-copprsky@direct.ca 


ECOLOGICAL DIVE CENTER CPH (112) 6005 4 LA PAZ BCS MEX 


The only one in personalized service. Sml. grps. 4-6 divers 
your Safety is first. Instructor & owner supervision. Enjoy 
sea lions, sharks, mantas, whales. Instruction, rental. 


ENSENADA PACIFIC DIVES, CASA & HOTELS Sandy & 


shore dive Labufador Dive. Family special & vacations. 
Large group accommodations. Drive to vacations. 
Call for info. Luke 714-772-5964 (110 miles from USA) 


FANTASIA DIVERS COZUMEL, CANCUN, LORETO 1-800-336-3483 


Mexico’s only network of full-service diving facilities. 
Brochures, information, dive, hotel and air reservations: 
713-558-9524 fax:713-558-9587 
COZUMEL/GALAPAGO INN 

First Dedicated Dive Resort. 

Beach front location & 7 Top Class boats. 
Dive packages for individuals & groups. 
COZUMEL - GRAND CLUB SOL CARIBE 1-800-504-0552 
Unlimited diving, hotel, food & beverage. $139/person/mo. 

For one year, unlimited # of stays. Children & guests free. 
Membership is for 2 adults. Fax 713-978-6364 
COZUMEL/LA PERLA TOLL FREE 1-800-852-6404 
Beach Front Dive Resort Fax 011-52(987)20819 
Air Condition. Dbl. Room priv. beach Swimming pool & pier 


800-847-5708 
USA/CANADA 


A terrific snorkeling off of your door; 6 pass. fast boat 


PACIFIC COAST ADVENTURES 800-491-3483 
Baja’s best dive operator serves Cabo, Lapaz, Loreto, 
Guaymas Air, land, and dive pkgs. for less. 

We know Baja best. Group inquiries welcome. 

PLAZA LIZZETTE/COZUMEL  CALL/FAX 1-800-588-4827 
Condos & homes from $350/wk, 1-3 bdrms, new, ocean view, 
English speaking mgr walk to bch/shop/restaurants. Dive & jeep 


rental pkgs. Washington, DC area call/fax 301-588-4829 


PUERTO AVENTURAS PH 904-941-2220 
$Million Dollar Villa with private pool, oceanfront view, 
sleeps 10 and 55’ motor yacht. Dive packages available for 
clubs, groups and shops. Fax 904-944-9235 
SEA OF CORTEZ / LA PAZ 800-999-BAJA 
La Concha Beach Resort & Condominiums. Every room, 
Suite & condo has an ocean view. Manta rays, whales, & 
whale sharks. Dive packages available. Free brochure. 


SCUBA CANCUN (98) 831011 & 8842336 Eve. US 1-800-336-3483. 


Oldest 5 Star PADI Dive Center in Cancun. CMAS, NASDS, 
NAUI. Tours, courses, referrals Ex comm Military dvr mgr 


40+yrs dv exp. MexCanadian Box 517 Cancun Q Roo 77500. 


TIO WATERSPORTS 800-246-6226/FAX 310-379-0896 
Baja, Sea of Cortez, Cabo San Lucas and Socorro Island 

4 PADI stors, top equip. Enriched-Air courses/diving 
Hote, air or group rates call Cross Adventure Network 







CARP ISLAND RESORT PALAU 011 680-488-2978 Ph 680-488-3155 Fx 
Natural paradise island surrounded by priv. beaches, ocean 
& neighboring Rock Islands. Close to Palau’s premier dive 


sites. Pkgs avail.: Diving/Fishing/Land Tour Accommodations 


FAMED FISH N’ FINS 
Divers and the Palau Marina FAX 206-441-5431 
Hotel. Micronesia’s only true WA 206-441-3483 
unlimited dive program. Complete air/land packages. 
MANTA RAY BAY HOTEL & YAP DIVERS 800/886-7321 
Rarely visited dive sites offering magical 

walls caverns & channels! Mantas, eagle rays, sharks, 
lionfish, cuttlefish & more! Intact culture! Speci. 5 nt pkgs. 
MARSHALL ISLANDS—KWAVJALEIN ATOLL DIVE RESORT INC 
Adventure diving at its best. Spectacular WWII wrecks. Endless 
reefs. Modern hotel. Land and air pkgs. avail. 

CENTRAL PACIFIC DIVE EXPEDITIONS 1-800-U-GO-DIVE 
YAP’S PATHWAYS HOTEL & BEYOND THE REEF CHARTERS 
Enjoy private bungalows on lush tropical hillside. 

Max. 6 divers/boat. Mantas, sharks, turtles and more! 

Great hotel/dive pkgs. PH: 691-350-3310; Fax 691-350-2066 


800-247-3483 
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DISCOVER PALAU! SAM’S DIVE TOURS & WEST PLAZA HOTELS 


Personalized dive service w/affordable acc. Sams: 680-488-1062 
Fax: 488-5003, Box 428, Koror, Palau, 96940 West: 680- 
488-2133/Fax: 488-2136, Box 280, Koror, Palau, 96940 
SPLASH 1-800-247-3483 
Palau’s only PADI 5 Star dive center. Splash offers dive 
tours and Nikonos photo/video center conveniently located 
at the Palau Pacific Resort. Fax 011 (680) 488-1741 
TRUK STOP HOTEL PH 691 330-4232 FAX 691 330-2286/330-4307 
23 rooms, restaurant bar. This owner operated hotel is right 
on the water and less than one mile from the airport. Guests 
are within walking distance of dive facilities. 


PAPUA 
NEW GUINEA 


ADVENTURE DIVING AT WALINDI RESORT 800-443-0799 
PNG’s best land based diving. Combine fabulous reef diving 
w/ pelagics-ORCAS / sailfish / and more. AFFORDABLE PNG 
from $210 p/p p/dive. Res/info FAX 415 442-0289 
ADVENTURE DIVING ON 72' MV FEBRINA 800/443-0799 
5, 7 or 11 night live-aboard dive trips from $300 per person/ 
per day. Group or individual trips depart WALINDI. Unlimited 
diving with luxury accommodations. Fax 415 442 0289 
AQUATICS ENCOUNTERS LIVEABOARD M/V FEBRINA 
Escorted and non-escorted trips. Up to 6 dives daily. Call US 


for information packages including free video 
PH/303 494° 8384" ar FAX 300 400. imei 











WHITETIP DIVERS PH (632) 521-2751 X 2162 FAX (632) 522-1165 
Dive the tropical paradise of Bantayan Isl. w/Whitetip, Kota Beach 
or anywhere in the Philippines. Other pkgs avail. We do it all. 
WHITETIP, Joncor Il Bldg 1362 A. Mabini, Ermita. MM PHil 


PUERTO RICO | 


CARIBBEAN SCHOOL OF AQUATICS INC. 809-728-6606 
Since 1963. Captain Greg Korwek NAUI inst. #166 
Custom 40’ dive boat - 51’ sailing catamaran. 

Mailing: Taft No.1 Suite 10F, San Juan, PR 00911 

CARIBE AQUATIC ADVENTURES 809-724-1882 FX 809-723-6770 
Radisson Normandie Hotel, PO Box 2470, San Juan, 00902-2470. 
Best little critter reef dvg & watersports, NAU! & PADI instr. 
Recipients NAUI Pro Facility Award. 21 yrs experience. 

CORAL HEAD DIVERS, NAUI PRO FAC. 1 800/635-4529 
Box 10246, Humacao, P.R. 00792 809/850-7208 Puerto 
Rico's SCUBA at its VERY BEST! DAILY BOAT DIVES. 

Over 24 sites within 20 minutes from our dock. 

TAMARINDO ESTATES Tel. 809-742-3343, Fax 809-742-3342 
Beach Resort. A/C, TV, pool, restaurant, bar, excel. snrkelg. 
Dive pristine waters of CULEBRA IS. and stay in this cozy 
resort. Brochure avi., P.O. Box 313, Culebra, P.R. 00775 





AQUANAUTE DIVING CENTER PADI 5 STAR IDC CENTER 
All levels of PADI courses resort packages - live-aboards, 
photos & video courses Tel 011-20-62-600187 
Sharm El Sheikh Sinai Egypt Fax 011-20-62-600619 
AQUA SPORT EILAT SINAI EGYPT PH972733-4404/FX-3771 
PADI 5x Diving courses all levels 35 years in the Red 
Sea. Fast boat/liveaboard/shore diving Sinai Diving Safaris 
3 great locations Eilat, Taba Hilton Nuweiba Hilton 

#1 CAMEL DIVE CLUB - SHARM EL SHEIKH, EGYPT 
Live-aboards, Resort packages, Camel Safaris; Direct Tel: 
011-20-62-600700; FAX 011-20-62-600601 US REP 
800/821-6670 (Nationwide/Canada); 800-262-6670 (CA only) 
M/Y CHRISTINA 110 ft. luxury live-aboard 1-800-809-0305 
Super deluxe 20 divers capacity 10 double cabins each ensuite 
bathroom-fully A/C super charters rates EMB Sharm 
exceptional diving experience full dix service call for brochure. 





DIVERS LODGE LAND BASED PACKAGES __ 1-800-809-0305 
Sharm & Hurghada: Movenpick $699 (sgl sup! avl). Pkg incl 7 
nts Hil, BB dly, 6 dys-2 dives p/d. xfer arpt/htl/arpt. Excl Live- 
aboard avl. PADI, NAUI, CMAS trng, RT air frm $600 ex NYC. 
FANTASEA II - 115 FT LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD 

Fantasea Cruises 2019 Westgate Ave. LA, CA 90025 

(800) 390-DIVE Fax: (310) 571-7154 Dive away from crowds 
to outer Red Sea islands. 25th year of Red Sea operation. 
FORTUNA II, LIVE-ABOARD 1-800-809-0305 
Aval ind & grps from $1990 + tax p.p., spcl in July only. Brothers 
trips fr $2390 + tax. Dpt Thur. 8 dy trip, incl RT air fr NYC, unltd 
dives, meals, xfers. Nobody buys retail anymore, why should you? 
WHITE SHARK 800-247-3483 
77 foot live-aboard 6 a/c cabins, FAX 206-441-5431 
private baths, 12 diver max. 206-441-3483 
7 & 10 night departures. Land Tours, Discounted airfares. 
RAERIS | 98’ SUPERIOR LIVE-ABOARD 800-854-9334 
Fm Sharm El Shiekh, Dive Vessel Reputed Best by SDM. 
Whole Boat Charters or group booking with minimum of 8. 
Egypt Land Tours-Discount Airfares. FAX 714-644-5329 
RED SEA SPORTS CLUB, EILATISRAEL Tel. 972-7-376569 
All levels of PADI Courses, shore diving wkly Sinai Dive Safari. 
Daily boat dive to Coral Island. Egypt live-aboard diving the 
“Poolster.” Hotel & diving special offers. Fax 972-7-374083 
#1 SINAI DIVE CLUB AT FAYROUZ HILTON HOTEL 

Sharm el Sheikh, Egypt. The choice for U.S. dvs. 1st class sve. 
incl. PADI, NAUI, CMAS Trng. Land-based and live-aboard dive 
pkgs. 011/20-62-600138-140, Fax 62-601040, 1-800 443-0799 
#1-A SINAI DIVERS 800-247-3483 
Sharm el Sheikh. FAX 206-441-5431 
Ghazala Hotel dive package $699 206-441-3483 
for 7 nights/6 dive days. Discounted airfares. 







CAPTAIN’S QUARTERS HOTEL 800-328-2288/212-289-6031 
Romantic Victorian Inn. Great Pinnacle, Wall, Reef Diving. 
Pkg. rates w/all dive shops incl. Full bkfast & box lunch. 
SABA - “THE UNSPOILED QUEEN OF THE CARIBBEAN” 

A DIVE SABA TRAVEL CO 1-800-883-SABA 
713-789-1396 or Fax 713-953-7787 

Only full service dive agency selling Saba exclusively. 
Packages and custom rates for all hotels and operators. 
JULIANAS 800-328-5285 INSABA  011-599-4-62269 
10 guestrooms & Flossie’s Cottage nestled into a garden 
setting overlooking the ocean. All rooms have balconies, pool 
and Tropics restaurant on site. Dive packages available. 
SABA DEEP DIVE CENTER 011-599-46-3347 
P.O. Box 22, Fort Bay, Saba, NA. FAX: 011-599-46-3397 
Full service dive center, restaurant, boutique, training facility. NAUI 
and PADI. Learn to dive or how to dive better. Down deep, we care. 
SEA SABA DIVE CENTER Ph:011-599-46-2246 FAX/599-46-2362; 
Individuals or groups: our friendly, prof. dive instrs. show you 
the best of the Saba Marine Park. Lrg 40’ boats are 
comfortable and uncrowded. Pkgs w/accm. 800-328-5285 


mM SEYCHELLES 


FANTASEA II - 115 FT LUXURY LIVE-ABOARD 

Fantasea Cruises 2019 Westgate Ave. LA, CA 90025 

Tel: (800) 390-DIVE Fax:(310) 571-7154. The world’s most 
luxurious live-aboard now in the incredible Seychelles. 


SOLOMON 
ISLANDS 


#1 LIVE-ABOARD BILIKIKI 800-247-3483 
Dive the best of the Solomons in 120 feet of Fax 206-441-5431 
comfort. Scheduled 7 - 14 day departures. 206-441-3483 
Discounted airfare. Contact U.S. Reps direct. 

DIVE GIZO FAX 415-442-0289 
Dive 3 WWII fighter planes/intact 450’ Japanese wreck, also 
SUPERB coral & tropicals at Grand Central Station-from $140 
pp/pd BEST & most diverse Solomon Land based diving. 



















SOLOMON SEA DIVERS MUNDA 800-886-7321 
Situated on the beautiful Roviana Lagoon. Majestic wall 
dives and big fish action! Lots of sharks! Multiple day dives! 
Skull Island! Dive Discovery. Fax 415 258-9115 







KENNETH’S DIVE CENTRE 809 465-2670 1-800-843-8362 
P.O. Box 826 Basseterre St. Kitts. Fax (809) 465-6472 
Explore St. Kitts & dive its virgin reefs & shipwrecks. PADI 

cert. 3 custom dive boats - Personal service our speciality 







ANSE CHASTANET HOTEL SCUBA ST. LUCIA 809/459-7000 
P.O. Box 7000, Soufriere, PADI 5-Star, Fax 809 459-7700 
Beach/Boat/Wall/Night Divg., Dive Pkgs, 800 328-5285 
Accom., 2 Bars/Rest., Comp., Snork., Winds., Sailing, Tennis 
LaSOURCE Ph 800-549-3483 Fax 305-672-5861 
Luxury all-inclusive beach resort with massages, 

facials etc. PADI certificate $350-over 25 sites, Bianca C, 
night dives, all-included for certified divers. 

LeSPORT PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Dive vacation with a difference -FREE DIVING plus facial 
massages, Seaweed wraps, meals, drinks, taxes & gratuities. 
PADI certificate $350. Call for info & reservations. 
RENDEZVOUS PH 800-549-3483 FAX 305-672-5861 
Couples only all-inclusive beach resort - INTIMATE & ELEGANT. 
Resort course & diving included, PADI certificate from $350. 
Call for info & reservations. 

WYNDHAM MORGAN BAY RESORT/Dive Fair Helen 1-800-Wyndham 
Choc Bay Box 2167 Gro S Islet St. Lucia 809-450-2511 

All inclusive resort with wind surfing Kayaks waterskiing 
sailing tennis & more. Dive packages from $730 







ALIZES TROPIQUE TEL 011-590-27-34-62 
BP 474, 97055 St. Martin Cedex, FWI- Fax 011-590-87-55-95 
Cruises & scuba diving from St. Martin to Virgin islands on 
a luxurious crewed catamaran. Certified instructors. 

OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER _ ph/fax 011-599-5-44357 
Simpson Bay Beach, St. Maarten, Netherlands Antilles 

PADI & NAUI certif & referrals. Daily boat dives & lessons. 
Reefs & wrecks. 30 years exper. small groups. Retail store. 
TRADEWINDS DIVE CENTER 011 599 5 75176 
PADI & SSI Facility. 5 minutes Fax 011.599 5 23605 
from cruise ships. Daily boat dives located on Great Bay 
Marina dock. Behind Chesterfields Restaurant in Philipsburg 
DIVE BEQUIA/PLANTATION HOUSE FAX 809-458-3886 
Book direct with the travel experts who live there. 
$599/pers/week Apr 15-Dec. 15-1996 special for groups. 
Contact Bob or Christina at 809-458-3504. 


ST. VINCENT & 
ITHE GRENADINES| 
SUNSPORTS DIVE CENTER-BEQUIA U.S./CANADA 800-525-3833 
Discover pristine reefs & uncrowded boats with Sunsports a 


PADI full service dive center located on Bequia. Afford- 
able pkgs avail. LANDFALL ADV TVL CA-510/794-1599 












BURMA BANKS/SIMILAN ISL LIVE-ABOARD MV FANTASEA 
98 ft. a/c, E6 proc/PADI 5 star center day trips courses 
Fantasea Divers P.O. Box 20, Patong, Phuket 83150, Ph/Fax 
6676-340309 USA Rep 800-443-0799/Fax 415-442-0289 
DIVE MASTER CO., LTD. LIVE-ABOARD DIVE MASTER II 
Unforgettable services, Unlimited drinks, Unsurpassed diving 
110/63 Ladprao 18, Bangkok 10900 Fax 662-9384218 
PADI/NAUI Courses. Trips to Andaman Sea/Gulf of Thailand 





MV FANTASEA 

THAILAND’S BEST VALUE. 

100 feet of live-aboard adventure 
Burma Banks and Similan Islands. 
PDIC DIVERS (PHUKET) PH. 66-76-280644-5 FAX 66-76-381219 
1/10 Viset Road (Chalong Bay) Phuket 83130. MV Andaman 
Seafarer Live-aboard cruises of 5d/6n to Similan,Surin, 
Richelieu Rock. PADI/NAUI Courses. Reg daily dive trips. 


TOBAGO 


MAN FRIDAY DIVING, Tobago, W.!. Ph/FAX 809 660-4676 
World class diving. Small groups. 40+ virgin sites. PADI instr. 
Man-O-War Bay Cottages, C.ville. Ph. 809 660-4327/4328 
Fx. Off the tracks. Right on the beach in lush tropical nature. 


mw TURKS & CAICOS| 
| ISLANDS = | 


DIVE PROVO Unspoiled Caribbean walls 800-234-7768 
on Provo at Turquoise Reef Resort & Casino, PADI 5-Star, 

4 boats-fully equipped, awesome walls, pelagics, corals +++ 
inst/photo, reef ID pkgs & groups 305-351-9771/809-946-5029 
FLAMINGO DIVERS 1-800-204-9282 PH/FAX 809-946-4193 
Fabulous secret of the Caribbean - West Caicos - French Cay 
- N.W. Point. Small Groups - Fast Comfortable Boats 
Friendly Experienced & Informative Staff. 

ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 

The Turks & Caicos’ premiere dive operation estab 1970. 
Facilities at both the Turtle Cove Inn and Ocean Club. 

PADI, NAUI/SSI. Call direct (809) 946-4232 Fax 941-5296. 
PROVO AQUATIC ADVENTURES 800-967-3483 
On Provo at Royal Bay Resort & Villas - New 4-Star Resort 
305-489-7749/809-946-8000 x149 dive unspoiled walls! 

Big time beauty-life-luxury, inst., jet boats, PADI, grps & pkgs. 
TURTLE INN DIVERS 1-(800) 359-3483 FAX (404) 565-0129 
Enjoy the beautiful waters of Providenciales. Come dive or 
snorkel on our 45' custom built Catamaran equipped with 
four fresh water showers and marine head on board. 


U.S. VIRGIN 
ISLANDS ra 


AQUA ACTION DIVE CENTER 809-775-6285 
6501 Red Hook Plaza #15 St. Thomas VI 00802 PADI 5-Star; 
NAUI DREAM RESORT all levels of instruction. Referrals. 
Rentals. Intro dives. Boat dives. Small groups the norm 
CHRIS SAWYER DIVING CENTER 1-800-882-2965 
6300 Frydenhoj, St. Thomas, USVI 00802 Custom 42’ dive 
boat. Outstanding service to small groups of divers. PADI 
Cert. Send for information package. 

CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CO-ON ST. JOHN - 800/835-7730 
NAUI/PADI 5 Star Facility 809 776-6234 
Diving every day in US Nat’! park with 4 boats and 15 staff. 
Accommodations from budget to Hyatt LUXURY Resort. 
DIVE EXPERIENCE 809-773-3307 800-235-9047 
P.O. Box 4254, Christiansted, St. Croix, USVI 00822 

First PADI 5 Star 1DC Center - Resort to Instructor training 
Boat dives, walls, wrecks and world famous fish feed.!!! 
DIVE IN! at Sapphire Beach Resort & Marina 809/775-6100 X2144. 
P.O. Box 5664, St. Thomas, USVI 00803 1-800-524-2090 
PADI Dive Center located at deluxe beachfront resort 
Custom dive boat. Friendly, professional staff. 

LOW KEY WATERSPORTS SHOP-809/693-8999 
P.O. Box 716 St. John USVI 00831 800/835-7718 PADI 5 
Star IDC Center, certification, & referrals. Diving for 
beginners thru experts. Small groups, Personal attention. 
SEA TRADE LTD/SEA HORSE II 809/774-2001 Fx 809-777-9600 
505 Crown Bay Marina,St. Thomas 00802 Reef/Wreck, 
Day/Night, Full Gear Guided Tours, PADI Cert., Sales, 
Service, Repairs, Air. E-mail: DIVE USVI@aol.com 

ST. THOMAS DIVING CLUB 1-800-LETS DIV/538-7348 
A PADI 5 Star IDC Center. Earn advanced ratings and 
specialties. Daily boat dives. Full day trip to RMS Rhone. 
7147 Bolongo Bay. St. Thomas USVI 00802 


800-247-3483 
FAX 206-441-5431 
206-441-3483 





















UNDERWATER SAFARIS (809) 774-1350 
P.O. Box 8469, St. Thomas, U.S.V.!. 00801. PADI 5 Star 
Daily Boat Dives, Rentals. Next to Cruise Ship Dock at 
Ramada Yacht Haven Marina and Frenchman’s Reef Hotel. 







800-247-3483 
Caribbean’s most action packed Fax 206-441-5431 
diving aboard the 85 ft. live-aboard 206-441-3483 
ANTARES I/II. 6 cabins w/pvt. baths. Only $1375 weekly 


OVERSEAS DIVERS’ 


DIRECTORY 

The divers direct link to the 
many splendors of diving 
overseas. 

For a quick reference to the 
diving services overseas, our 
readers refer to the “Overseas 
Divers’ Directory” listings. Look 
before you leap! Call Skin Diver 
Magazine today and find out 
how to reach over 1,000,000 
readers in 109 countries who are 
dive and scuba enthusiasts. 


LOS ROQUES 


WHERE IS YOUR OVERSEAS 


a LISTING? es 


VISA 
OX ....0000000062- 498 
LAX oo. cdsuse tre 


(213) 782-2245 or 
Fax (213) 782-2556 
S 


in Diver Magazine 
Overseas Divers’ Directory 
6420 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90048-5515 


WHERE IS 
YOUR 
OVERSEAS 
LISTING? 


SKIN DIVER MARCH 1996 125 














42 West 18th Street 
New York, NY 10011 


HOURS: SUN 10-4 * MON - WED 9-6 
THUR 9-7pm ¢ FRI 9-1 
PHONE HOURS: MON-THURS TO 9 PM 


PL a feliig 
FAX 





6mm Neoprene Wetsuit 
e Farmer John step-in jacket 
e Soft stretch neoprene *YKK zipper 


149° 


Air Plus 
Octapus 


Available in all 
colors & sizes.only 


7mm suit 


2mm Shorty é 
Jumpsuit 2mm 74.95 3mm...89.95 


Royal Polartec® Suits 


e Nylon/Lycra outer layer 


e Velor fleece lining « YKK zippers nor) corrofme 
slides ool 


© 100% Windproof 
e Machine washable 
¢ Thermal capacity — 


AXPOLARTEC® 
702 and up 
Available in colors & sizes. 


139°" 
Royal Lycra Skins 


e 8 oz. Nylon/Lycra tricot fabric * 82% nylon, 18% 
lycra ¢200% stretch ¢ Center back seam 


e YKK zippers non corrosive slides 
only AQ 


e Machine washable 
Harvey’s & Henderson Suits — Call for Prices 


Available in colors & sizes. 
BLUE REEF AGRESSOR 
Decompression Computer 


e Patented Color-coded pictograph ¢ Instant Readability 
im. © Visual Alarm © Automatic Activation 
e Automatic Back lighting 
¢ Auto Altitude Compensating (to 10,000 ft.) 
¢ 9 Dive Log History © Pre-Dive Scrolling Mode 
¢ Nitrogen Level « No Decompression Time * Depth 
e Decompression Status * Maximum Depth e Bottom Time 
e Temperature © Dive Counter e Battery Level Status 


° Ose aight eat 4 ° panes area 
° th t t 
° Available Wrist Sr Nose $2 3 9 sii 
DIVER'S PACKAGES 

PACKAGE #1001 PACKAGE #1002 PACKAGE #1003 

e TUSA Libarator 2 BC e BLUE REEF e BLUE REEF Pyramid 
e Mares MR 12 Champion BC BC 
Regulator e Sherwood Brut e US Divers Aquarius 
e Cayman Double Regulator Regulator 


Console ¢ Double Console ¢ Tri Gauge 240 w/MDI, 
¢ Blue Reef Duffle Bag 240 Depth w/MDI 5000 psi/ 


$37 95 and compass 


DIVER'S PACKAGE #1004 — 
¢ BLUE REEF Admiral BC 
¢ BLUE REEF Air Plus Regulator ~ 
¢ BLUE REEF Cayman Double Console) ««:* 
240 ft. depth w/MDI and 5000 PSI “= _ 
* BLUE REEF Air Max Octopus Le 
¢ Regulator Bag ¢ Diver’s Mini Lite 
* Oct Holder * Gauge Holder ¢ Hose Protectors 


CHAMPION 


Finally a BC where you don’t have to 
sacrifice performance, reliability, or 
fit for an economical price. Rapid 
exhaust valve, padded cummerbund, 
soft touch inflator, padded hard 
pack, two large pockets with quick 
drain, adjustable shoulder straps, 


PYRAMID 


A true BC for the professional! Back 
inflated with integrated weight system 
up to 35 Ibs. Unrivaled comfort and 
stability. Rugged brass inflator with 
built-in over pressure valve. Lift 


ADMIRAL 


The Admiral BC offers all the features 
you have come to expect from a BC: 

© Slim design, plush lining, integral 
commerbund harness, dual tank 
bands, rapid exhaust valve, soft-touch 
inflator, two large pockets with quick 
drain, adjustable shoulder strap, hose —_ capacity up to 55 Ibs. Dual tank 

holder, lower lumbar pac, extra heavy hose holder and more. 


: bands Semi hard 
saroe — $1. 9GPS ‘219° ‘159° 


and more. pack and 6 D 
All BCs avaiable in Black, Blue, Lime Yellow and Pink colors and in Small, Medium, Large, XL, and XXL 


MASKS, FINS & SNORKELS 


¢ FOR ALL LEVELS & SKILLS « POPULAR BRAND NAMES 


ADVANCED 
ON CRRCE PACKAGE 


; Discount on ¢ Open Heel Fins 
° Full Foot Fins any 3-piece * Silicone Low Volume 
¢ Low Volume Mask 


iy outfit with Ma 
Ci ireelalsee are) a.<-)| 


Mask, Fin & e Silicone Flex Snorkel 
44° 


syalelg.4-1 54° 
TABATA/TUSA 


DACOR 
Corrective Lenses Available 
MASKS 


Air Plus Regulators 


A down stream demand system which 
provides the diver with reliable and high 
performance. 

The Air Plus is constructed of the finest 
materials available. Polyplast coating 
which is baked on brass at 500 degrees to 
give you the strength of brass and the 
protection of high impact plastics. 
Balanced piston, 2 high pressure ports, 4 
low pressure ports, 3602 swivel 30” hose 


e Padded 
Shoulder 


only 


5% 


U.S. DIVERS 
MASKS 

Corsica Mask Tri View 39.95 
Look Split Lens 29.95 
Hawaii 1 Single Lens 29.95 
Hawaii 2 Split Lens 29.95 
Hawaii 3 34.95 
Hawaii 4/4 Window 39.95 
Scan Tri View 49.95 


FINS 
Blades 64.95 
Compro OH 37.95 
SNORKELS 
Impulse 21.95 


Flex Impulse 23.95 
Aquarius w/purge 16.95 


OCEAN MASTER 
100% Dry Snorkel only 29.95 
Proflo 22. 

MASKS with pares 
Equalizer Z2 42.95 
Equalizer 24 52.95 
Pro Vision 42.95 


SCUBA PRO 
MASKS 


New Hot Frames 
Tri Vent w/purge 
XQ Tri Vent 
Quad Vision 
View Split 

Focus 

Futura 2 

Scenic 


MASKS 
Integra 4 Window 59.95 
Integra 4 Window QL 49.95 
Integra DL 49.95 Tri Vista69.95 
Ultra VU Il 34.95 Ultra! 39.95 
Pursuit DL 48.95 Pursuit SL47.95 
FINS 
Turboflex S.P. 44.95 
Integra Fin 69.95 
SNORKELS 
Integra (DV) Dry Snorkel 21.95 
Integra (DVF) Flex Dry 29.95 


OCEANIC 


Prismatic I] 3 Lens 
Customeyes 2 
Customeyes 4 
Max Vis II Single Lens 
Maxim Eyes Split Lens 
Bi-Vu 2 64.95 Bi-Vu 4 
FINS 
Ocean Pro Vented 
Ocean Pro Non Vented 
SNORKELS 
Flex with Purge 


MARES 


MASKS 
ESA 6 Window Mask 
Vedra Split Lens 
Tempra Single Lens 
Seta Mask Split Lens 
Bria Mask Single Lens 
Venstosa 


New TM5700Q Spendive II Call 
T™M5700 Split Lens Call 
T™M7000Q Imprex Call 
TM3800Q Single Lens Call 
TM6000Q 4 Window Call 
TM8000Q w/purge Hyperdry Call 
TM2000Q Mini Kleto Call 
TM4000Q Kleio Call 
FINS 


Liberator Xten 5000 Call 
Liberator Xten 5500 Call 
IMPREX SF-7700 Call 
IMPREX-SF-8800 Small Call 
XPERT SF-5900 Call 
SNORKLES 
New SP 500Q Hyperdry 
New SP 580Q Hyperdry 
SP210 Q 
SP410 Q 
SP300 Q 


SP400Q 
BOOTS 
IBoots 3500Z 
Slippers 2300 
IMPREX Boot 3100Z 27.95 
IMPREX Slippers 2100 19.95 
SHERWOOD MASKS 
Genesis Split Lens (4000) 41.95 
Genesis Split Lens (4200) 41.95 
Mini Mag Single Lens (4400)39.95 
Genesis 4 Window (4600) 44.95 
Genesis Slim Line (4700) 39.95 
FINS 


36.95 
36.95 
39.95 
44.95 
47.95 
64.95 


Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 
Call 


Call 49.95 


Call 79.95 


Call 64.95 


64.95 
59.95 
54.95 
49.95 
38.95 
34.95 
42.95 


21.95 


PACKAGE #1006 
TUSA BCD « BCJ-3500 
BLUE REEF Air Plus Regulator 
TUSA SCA-800 Triple Computer Console 
BLUE REEF Air Max Octopus 


*689”° 


89.95 
49.95 
49.95 
49.95 
34.95 
44.95 


PACKAGE #1005 
¢ BLUE REEF Admiral BCD 
¢ BLUE REEF Air Plus Regulator 
¢ BLUE REEF Triple Digital Console 
¢ BLUE REEF Air Max Octopus 


*559”° 


Create Your Own Brand Name Package - Mix & Match any 
/Reg/Console for significant Savings- Call for Detaiis 


DIVER'S WATCHES HEADQUARTERS 


@CITIZEN TAG HEUER 
PRO MASTER SERIES 


AQUALAND 
AQUALAND ll 
AQUALAND PRO 
AQUALAND DUPLEX 
D/M. CHRONOGRAPH 


SNORKELS 
Shotgun 2 
Twin Valve 


24.95 


49.95 a ial 


34.95 


Genesis Pro 
Magnum 
SNORKLES 
Genesis Flex Purge 
Genesis with Purge 
SEA QUEST 
MASK 
Tetra 4 Window 
FINS 
*Wenoka Reflex 


FINS 
Veloce H.P. 


Gorilla Seawings 
Classic Sea Wing 
Jet Fins 

XQ Sea Wing 


SEAVISION 
Mask's Artistic Colors & Filtered 
Lenses for Better View SALE 


FINS 
Plana Avanti 
Avanti HP Full Foot 
Avanti Quattro 
Power Plana SL 
Power Plana Graphite 
Avanti Apnea 
Clipper F.F. 
Avanti L FF. 


69.95 
91.95 
58.95 
59.95 
84.95 


62.95 
39.95 
94.95 
54.95 
54.95 
74.95 
19.95 
69.95 


21.95 
18.95 


54.95 
59.95 


At Leisure-Pro, we guarantee that you will pay 
the lowest price in the nation on every item we 
sell. Here’s how it works. Find any identical item 
priced lower at any Authorized Dealer in the coun- 
try that can be verified and we will beat that price 
by an additional 5%. Competitor must have item in 
stock, including size, color and same year model, 
at the time of purchase. If the item is not in stock, 
Leisure-Pro will gladly match the competitor’s 


SEIKO 
New Seiko Kinetic 
$23542 Scuba 200m DM.....309.95 
S$DS105 Diver’s 200m 


price. 


Guarantee does not apply to close-outs and liqui- 


dations. 


CAUTION: Life plana equipment should be used only with proper instruction and scuba certification 
his Ad does not imply the sale of life support equipment via Mail Order 


100M. PROFESSIONAL 
200M PROFESSIONAL 
TITANIUM 200 METER 


CALL FOR LOWEST PRICE 


S$DS105 Diver’s 200m 


$23469 Diver's Qtz. w/log...269.95 

499.95 SHC033..199.95 
$233287 Scubamaster Com......Call 
SWY022 Sport Tech 





DW 6600 G Shock 
TS 200 Therm 


Pathfinder Digital Compass 
Watches Available 
























DIVE COMPUTER 


e Dive planning (pre-dive 
planning mode, including 
repetitive dive plan) 





EXCLUSIVE COMPUTERS 


Dacor Omni Dive Computer.299.95 
Dacor Omni Pro woes Call 
Dacor Omni Console....... 369.95 
Orca Marathon.......... 189.95 


SHERWOOD 


Source Wrist/Hose ........ 199.95 





* Three altitude modes Orca Phoenix .........++ 479.95 Source Combo 
ee ee eee by prvE COMPUTER Orca Phoenix Aud. ...549.95 Seiko Computer 
remaining, Ceiling depth Profile 1000 .......ssssesssssssecsssnees Call Dacor Omni Pro 
* Present depth, Fast ascent TUSA SCA 800 Console........... Call Scuba Pro DC II Computer 
: NEUGe neat rleeeadie Wag TUSASCA 820... >. ok Call Console MMe enten | 349.95 
e Dive counter, Thermometer US Diver Monitor 1I............... Call Oceanic Data PFO ...reresess Call 
* Low battery warn ; 4 US Diver Scan 4... eee Call nies vai cise Se, aie 
* Bre prescribed no decompression Timi oO” OF US Divers Pivot Matrix....Call The Bridge (Nitrox)... Sale 
¢ Decompression-stop indication at three ceiling US Divers Monitor 3 Hoseless....Call Air Integrated Hoseless 
levels — descent and ascent indications Citizen Hyper Aqualand Computer nn... Call 
i Shed Ne aa ar pede t off) with Interface Unit.249.95 interface & Software ......... Call 
Biveplanning Sg WE CARRY METRIC COMPUTERS 
¢ Flying Not Recommended 34 64° 
information CALL FOR DETAILS 


EXCLUSIVE CONSOLES 


¢ Oceanic DataMax II Naveoon ............0............ 214.95 
¢ Oceanic MultiMax Navoon ...............ce 239.95 
¢ Oceanic Max-Depth Naveon ....................0 139.95 
¢ Sherwood Sigma Combo Gauge 200' (5730) ...104.95 
¢ Sherwood Compass Capsule.......................... 39.95 
¢ Tri Gauge PSI 5000 Press. with max depth .......119.95 
¢ Pressure Gauge ONLY |... ee. 49.95 
¢ Double Console PS! 5000 pressure / depth ....84.95 
* Double Console Metric & Bar....................5. 89.95 
¢ Dacor Endura Console .....................:c:cce 139.95 
¢ Dacor Digital Console .........................0ce 219.95 
* Dacor System Compass.................:.:ccccceeeeerees 44.95 
¢ TUSA SCA/760 Console Triple Guage.................... Call 


SHERWOOD 


Maximus 
Magnum Il, 
Blizzard, 


Oasis 2, Classic 





MR-12 Voltrex 


Conshelf 22 MR-22 Abyss 


Sea 3/4 


Micra Plus MR-12 IIDFC 


Omega Il, 


Alpha,IV 
Delta Il 


¢ New TUSA SCA/650 Analog Pressure & Compass Call 
¢ TUSA SCA/720 Double Guage........ ae Call 
¢ US DIVERS Data Pro DS2 with Bottom Timer...179.95 


e US DIVERS Compass Module ...................... 39.95 
e US DIVERS Pivot DP2....000 i ......109.95 
¢ US DIVERS Pivot Data pro 2 Hi-Vis 119.95 
e US Divers Pivot Compass ...... 36.95 
¢ US Divers Pro Wrist Compass ....... vo 42.95 
¢ Scuba Pro Console VIP #28085 184.95 
¢ Scuba Pro Dive Sonar 1 ....179,95 
¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 2 Console 230’ ..189.95 
¢ Scuba Pro V.I.P. 3 Console Compass. ...249.95 
¢ Scuba Pro LS1 Compass Wrist 59.95 


EXCLUSIVE REGULATORS & OCTOPUS 
US 


TUSA 
Imprex TR-400 
Liberator TR-200 
Imprex-2 TR-350 
TR-390 


DACOR 


EXTREME 
EXTREME + 
ENDURO 
QUANTUM 





COMBINED REGULATOR & BC POWER INFLATOR SYSTEM 
Replace your octopus with this system so you'll have one less gear to wear, 


Equivelant to SeaQuest air source or Scuba Pro A.I.R.,2 


SPECIAL 
Mares MR-12 $9925 





Regulator 9 only 

TWUSaISSS5OROCH DUS Tis. se ststi te se-see: berets face Call 

Tusa SS400 OCtDUS ..... eect eeteeeeeteeeeeeeees Call 

Scuba Pro Octopus R190 .............:.cee ee 114.95 

Blue Reef Airmax Octpus ..........ccceceee 49.95 

DIVE LIGHTS 

Compact ¢% eee 

Light — 
di 

with Halogen, 

Spare Bulb & 24° 


Lanyard with 4 C Batteries 
UNDERWATER KINETICS 


UK-400 34.95 UK-400R 104.95 
UK-1200 Hal. 52.95 UK-800R 159.95 
Q40 25.95 Q60 28.95 
Mini Q40 14.95 SL4 Sunlight 21.95 
SL-6 25.95 

PELICAN 
Super Pelilite 16.95 Mitylite 10.95 


Super Saberlite 21.95 Super Mitylite 10.95 
Kinglite 54.95 Dual Six 54.95 
Britelite 44.95 Spare Bulbs 10.95 
IKELITE 
Mini C-Lite H 23.95 Maxi C-LiteH 32.95 
Mini C-Fircnt. 39.95 Maxi C-Fircnt. 49.95 
Super C-Lite 42.95 Super C-Lite HR109.95 
Sata Lite 39.95 Sata Lite Coil 42.95 
RCD Light 39.95 Ikelite Compass Call 
Princeton Tec Lights.......................:006 Call 
Mag C&D Cell Flashlights .............sss00006 Call 


KNIVES 


WENOKA SEAQUEST 
COMPACT COMFORT Z-LOCK III 


Sale #41603, ..44.95 #41601, 41602, 41605 47.95 
FULL SIZE-MID SIZE Z-LOCK 


FU FA1614) AVGTS sacs nthe ovindses dethelaetsss.ctnsecs 49.95 
Migr4d.61 1,462 So, cL ees Se eee este. piesa. 44.95 
COMMAND SERIES Z-LOCK NEO CLASSIC Z-LOC 
FALCOSIR, Fle .eed sine 49.95 HOMAGE Wace sstnteco: » 39.95 
MINI Z-LOCK EAR Lefily Pcn cistus «sn esi 39.95 
#41606, 41607, SEA LAZER Z-LOCK 
FALOOST YS a ae 29.95 #41610, 41609.....34.95 
MICRO MINI Sale Compact Comfort 
#41705, 41706.....19.95 Z-Lock Ill ........00008+ 39.95 


OCEAN MASTER 
Titanium Point ..64.95 Titanium Blunt ....64.95 


TUSA 
FIRS AO) cota chetn naar Call FRSLOLORSS: (15 Sean ean Call 
SCUBA PRO 
Titanium Med 109.95 Titanium LR....114.95 
BLUE REEF 
ROMs Sancaencdeeden 19.95 BU ebeaetan-<e-ce 





only 114°. 

Seaquest Air SOUICE .......cccscceseeesseeeseeees 149.95 
Sherwood Octopus #3107 RH ..............06 64.95 
Sherwood ECO Octopus #3108 .............. 74.95 
es ECGS COCLOPUS <u. cusarisisndsveqeearae-venee 69.95 
U.S.D. MicratOctOpus ou... eeecereeeeecereeneees Call 
Oceanic Alpha Octopus ...... ce cececeeseeeeseees Call 
Beuchat Gchopuls 5.02. tb. tdicndleatne eget Call 
BPSAGOLIE UNO pth ve. soccrt staal oi. wah vain op 74.95 
DS CORAPMERGIINS cocci ss ctatan <acsersigaarstare vo naee Call 

BAGS and BELTS 

BACK PACKS ———,; 
Large 


Economy Pack 56% 
Regulator Bag Front Insert 14.95 
Deluxe Pack w/wheels 79.95 
Padded Regulator Bag 19.95 


WEIGHT BELTS 





4 Pocket, 5 Pocket, Large 
6 Pocket or 7 Pocket 
Dix w/wheels ...49.95 
Mesh ......... eee 19.95 
Neoprene ......... 24.95 MESH BAGS 
Belt w/Buckle......6.95 Large... 19.95 


Q.R. Weight Belt9.95 Back Pack......... 24.95 
Scuba Pro Jet Belt..21.95 Snorkel Bag wPocket16.95 


SEAQUEST WENOKA BAGS 


ME PLO -EXCEl PAC Sime ssideisimasnaedeaccds 119.95 
Pro Excel Pac with wheels ......... 119.95 
Super Pack w/wheels ..............255 69.95 
SIGOFREMPAGK . cts lccdel on nht ondck bate sana ate 24.95 
Super Pack: DUPiless ..\kstioccecc. cunt lanute 44.95 
Compact Pro Excel Pac.............006 64.95 
Max. Pac, DUTP wc. ..ic ci .icreses edited 34.95 
SRE PACIES sci teaca. iaomeransser cots tart 49.95 
Pro Excel Pagid ic cgerecs nite 109.95 
Tartk;Tote (80: C.U)) ta.cg4.. 052. :50icek 9.95 
Deluxe Super Pac...........ccccceeeeeeeees 54.95 


MARES PNEUMATIC GUNS 


Cyrano 550....... 144.95 Cyrano 850...... 154.95 
Cyrano 700....... 149.95 Cyrano 970...... 159.95 
Cyrano 1100.....164.95 








~ Nikonos 
4 RS 


MX-10 
Motor Marine MX-10 Call 
MX-10 w/external flash Kit Call 
20mm Converter Lens f/MX-10 Call 
Macro Lens f/MX-10 Call 


Color Correction Filter Call 





NIKONOS-V 


RS LENSES AND ed Saad ce 


New 13/2.8 Fisheye a 
Call 50/2.8 Call 


28/2.8 A ~~ 
‘i 2 Nikonos V 579.95 
OP utr Sted: Nikong’ V wiasie/s: °73g.05 | 6 ©. |} H 
Extension Arm 189.95 Aqua Lens f/Nikon Call a 
O Ring RS14.95 Dbl. Cord 149. 15/28UW 1489. 28/.5UW 369. New MOTOR MARINE II/EX 
20/2.8UW 689. 35/2.5UW 167. w/TTL Flash capability & DX Film 
Ikelite Ext Tube Set on.95, 80/4 UW 369, Coding, 1125 sync 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 119.95 28mm UW Finder 17.95 rorce mind & haa vie 
New! AQUA LENS 35 & 80mm UW Finder = 19.95 with YS50 TTL flash Call 
Li DF-10 Finder for 80mm UR-Pro UW Filter f/MM II 44.95 
SYSTEM for Nikonos - Call 
(Above Water) 84.95 16mm Conv. lens Call 
TECHNICAL LIGHTING ARMS pr-11 279.95 DF-12 174.95 20mm Conv. lens Call Macro lens (1:3)Call 
and Accessories f/Nikonos Call’ SB 105 Complete Call vee lens (ig al Lens Caddy cm 
UW SLAVE SB 105 Flash Head 459.95 5 “RI 7 a 
Morris UW Slave Flash 59.95 TTL pias ite ae gaan PUK Mead Sep h iC thee 
Arm Joint (Rep 49.95 Sass 
SEA & SEA NIKONOS ACCS | (cui01) sensor Unit #88102, 49.95 5X-1000 Camera with UW 
12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) Call Double TTL Sync Cord 149.95 g P 29: 
Finder f/12mm FE. Call 6 t d New UW Housings 
15/3.5 Cali ee Ve a NX-50 Housing f/Nikon N50 Call 
High eyepoint Viewfinder alll bss dente i rian NX-500 Hsng. #/Canon Rebel Call 
ouble Bracke , . 
See aiitts Cai Dbl Bracket Set /S8105/3/2319.95 AQUA VISION Housings 
Optical Viewfinder Call Ext Arm Set 1/5B105/3/2 149.95 New Aquatica f/N90 Elec. Call 
YS-50TTLwiArm & Tray Call Close-Up Kit w/o case 209.95 AAUSHCA ENikon ca 4299.98 
YS120 TTL Strobe Call Lens Hood & Filter Holder = 7.95 ew Aluminum Housing. f/most 
YS$300 TTL Strobe Call Original Nikonos Case 49.95 Sony TR Cameras Call 
Ext Tubes Call O-Ring Set 10.95 New Aqua Lens System Call 


eee ee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eee ee eee eee ee eee eee ee ee eee ee ee eee eee ee ee ee 


EXPLORE THE DEPTHS 
WITH CANON EOS SLRS 


Can on Delph juus 


CE-05/CE-O5N (for EOS A2/A2E) 

¢ Marine grade aluminum casting 

¢ High-eyepoint viewfinder magnifier 

¢ External controls for selecting AF controls 
EOS A2E 

e Eye-controlled focus 
e Wide-zone 5-point AF 


e Full-featured Electronic 
Control Dials 









CE-RX (for EOS Rebel X-XS) 

e Marine grade aluminum casting 

© High-eyepoint viewfinder magnifier 
e External controls for selecting AF controls 
EOS Rebel XS 


° Fast 3-point multi-wide AF 


© Command dial with 10 different 
modes 


Peeeosersesesessesoceses ors 


Delph wus 


woot a 





Sure- 
Shot TTL 
A-1 ie 
or 
° Underwater operation ae 
up to 16.4 ft. ¢ High eye-point , 
large viewfinder systems and use with CE 
° 3 point smart autofocus Series 


DéivwiNG A CCEsSsSoOoRilr=S> 








FISHER METAL DETECTORS & SONARS Scuba tool all in one tooll..........0. eee 19.95 
Pulse 8X... Call Pulse 6x... Call Lift eae 00 Ib....29.95 Lift bag 50 Ib.....26.95 
The Rattler ......... 14.95 STD Snorkel Vest..34.95 Warm Water Glove w/VELCRO®..........0.0.0 9.95 
Snorkel Vest W/CO2 0.0.0... cece eeeceeeeeeteenees 39.95 Cold Water Glove wW/VELCRO” .............: 19.95 
Scuba Pro Tank Handle........... cc eeeeeeeeeeeeeees 9.95 Boots 3/16 w/Zipper .24.95 K Valve only....... 39.95 
Dive Rite Reels and Lights.................:c:cceeeee Call Suunto Compas w/Side View SK-6............. 44.95 
Scuba Tuba Dive Signal ..............ceeeeeeeeeees 9:95" <"DIVesAlertcrh hier la a ate eee 44.95 
Save A Dive Kit (6 pc.).......... 14.95 Seascape Mask Strap ..........eeeceeeesenreeeeeres 9.95 
Seacure Custom Mouthepiece. 24.95 Primary Reel - 250” 69.95 
MMO Wests o srceher ied it ccs eares soe gee sents 24.95 Primary Reel - 400” 74.95 
FIBQRAMCRVVINO 2 455. 8c. ssRoeae cota cae tee 12.95. Full Line Of Victorionox Swiss Army Knife .....Call 
Sea Drops fOr MaSK......c..ccsccessectscsssscsssacenseneeseesesseeseeneenes 2.99 Leatherman Tool/Super Tool ..................... Call 
Gurkee’s Dive Sandal...............::s:eeeeerreeeeees 24.95 Carter Lift Bags ..........00000. Call For Price 








Pot an ene eee a o. ee 
, For a copy of our new Illustrated catalog- | 95 

| please print your name, address and day time 4 SPARE AIR KIT 719 

I phone and mail to: LeisurePro-Customer service 1 A dependable alternate air source. 3000 psi 2.7 I// 
| / 42 West 18th St. / New York, NY 10011 | ° Air refill adapter ¢ Universal mounting system 

L 


No Surcharge for MasterCharge or Visa Purchases. Personal checks welcome, will ship without ey Name must 

be imprinted on check, also include address, phone, and a copy of major credit card or drivers license for reference. 

Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank war- 

ranty card. For return/exchange, call for RA#. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are subject to accep- 

tance and verification. Products may not be eligible for rebates offered by manufacturer unless mfg. or dist. warranty 

included. Pictures are for illustration purposes only and may not be exact. N.Y. Residents add Sales Tax 
Not responsible for typographical errors Prices effective till March 3, 1996 














A Complete Inventory Of Land 
Cameras, Housings, Amphibious 
Cameras, Camcorders, 
Photo and Video Housings. 


Sea & Sea 
MotorMarine IIEX 


H ike: n 
E sinha, Pia 
tae 
: 


Sti 


Sea & Sea YS1 
Strobe 


q eh Pad 1 
; si f < 
Fe AY fy 
a - ‘ * 
bh 
ii : 
$y 
{ aveeanin 
ae 
ae wuinin 


Nikon N90s 


Sony SPKTRB Sports Pack Ikelite N9O Matrix 


OO MAMLIENIMA VIC multiline 
Call Us For The Best Prices 
and Fastest Service. 


Authorized Dealer for all Major Brands 

agente Do wore 

BERGER BROS, 
CAMERA & VIDEO EXCHANGE 


209 Broadway (Koute 110), 
Amityville, NY 11701 


(800) 262-4160 


Ph: (516) 264-4160 
Fax: (516) 264-1007 
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FANTASY ISLAND 
(Continued from Page 120) 


which begins in 20 feet of water. Running 
for 350 feet, it exits at 80 to 100 feet. The 
sides of the crevice have many overhangs 
sprouting groves of sponges. Several large 
coral pinnacles rise from the channel. This 
is a gradual drop-off where many pelagics 
abound. Tiano’s Reef features huge coral 
heads and many crevices, chimneys and 
canyon. This mid depth dive beginning 20 
feet deep and continuing to 50 to 60 feet 
often harbors Nurse Sharks, Eagle Rays 
and turtles. 

The daily diving regimen is interspersed 
with three excellent meals, usually served 
in the main restaurant. Breakfast, begin- 
ning at 7:00 am, is served buffetstyle and 
includes all popular egg, pancake and 
bacon combinations as well as tasty local 
fruit, packaged cereal, juices, coffee and 
more. Lunch Is served either buffetstyle or 
from the menu; dinner is chosen from a 
menu. The meals are well prepared and 
feature continental, Central American and 
island specialties. In addition, La Palapa 
beach pavilion bar and restaurant serves 
a casual lunch, salad and barbecue from 
10:00 am to 7:00 pm daily. Every Tue- 
sday night there is acrab and shrimp 
feast on the beach. The Tree Top bar on 
the second floor, adjacent to the dining 
room, offers snacks and live music. The 
extensive beach and lagoon absorbs 
most off diving hours but visitors can eas- 
ily occupy additional time with bike, 
scooter or car rentals arranged from the 
hotel lobby. A variety of on and off island 
excursions Is available, including a side 
trio to the Honduras mainland on your 
way home. Popular mainland tours in- 
clude a visit to the ancient Maya site of 
Copan and whitewater rafting. There is a 
complete travel desk in the hotel lobby. 

TACA International Airlines flies modern 
737 and 76/7 jets daily into San Pedro 





wrasse 


Sula, Honduras, for connections to 
Roatan or nonstop to Roatan weekly from 
several U.S. gateways. The new Roatan 
airport is one of the most modern facilities 
in Central America. 

Nearly wilderness diving combined 
with a unique small island setting and one 
of the best combinations of price and 
product are available at Fantasy Island 
Beach Resort. For information call (800) 
676-2826 (800) 6-ROATAN or (813) 835- 
4449; fax (813) 835-4569. Or, write to 
5353 West Tyson Avenue, Tampa, 
Florida 33611. = 
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CENTRAL SKINDIVERS SAVES YOU MONEY!!! 
BIG DISCOUNTS ON ALL THE NAME BRANDS 





NAME BRAND CONSOLES 

PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $ 79 

PRESSURE/ MAX-DEPTH/ COMPASS TRIPLE $119 

PRESSURE/ TEMP/ MAX-DEPTH COMBO $129 

PRESSURE/ ELECTRONIC DEPTH/TIMER $199 

ELECTRONIC FULL DECO COMPUTER $199 

PRESSURE GAUGE WITH HOSE $ 65 

ENDS ASG CONSE PRESSURE UKE, CDBG 


Central Pays Shipping 


DYNAMITE DIGITAL DISCOUNTS 
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES ON 
DIGITAL COMPUTERS AND GAUGES FROM 
DACOR, OCEANIC, BEUCHAT, COCHRAN, 
SHERWOOD, TUSA, UWATEC, U.S. DIVERS, 
MARES, ORCA, ETC. 


PLAY IT SAFE WITH SPARE AIR 


Guest 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “A”? 
BUOYANCY COMPENSATOR JACKET with 
power, soft band hey" eee exhaust, L.P. hose; 
Famous make B ULATOR: 
OCTOPUS with long hose; Bou, BLE 
CONSOLE with pressure and ate depth. Save 
hundreds of dollars with CE ALS 
SPECIAL PRICE OF ONLY Na 86 
Gum CENTRAL PAYS SHIPPING x 


Closing out all rental equipment- Suits $50/Tanks $50 
Gauges $40/Regulators $60 - In Store Only 






WATCHES ~ 
CITIZEN AQUALAND-PROMASTER sys CCALL 
CITIZEN QUARTZ DATE $149 
QUARTZ 100 METERS $ 20 
FAMOUS MAKE AUTOMATIC $129 
CHRONOSPORT BLACK U.D. T. $499 
FAMOUS STAINLESS & GOLD $349 
TAG HEUER CALL 





MANY OTHER QUARTZ & AUTOMATIC MODELS 
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
mee 1996 PACKAGE DEAL “B” EE 


FAMOUS MAKE REGULATOR with swivel 

first stage and adjustable second stage 

DELUXE BUOYANCY COMPENSA OR with 

power; L.P. hose, soft band pack, rapid 

exhaust, cummerbund; TRIPLE CONSOLE 

with pressure max depth, compass, OCTOPUS 

with long hose. Save hundreds of dollars by 

bY ng this famous brand paces for 
NTRAL’S LOW, LOW PRICE OF $649 

pail CENTRAL PAYS SHIPPING =a 


TANK SPECIALS IN STORE ONLY 


Top Name Brand with Deluxe Valve 


ALUMINUM 15 CU. FT. CALL 
IN-STORE SUPER SPECIAL! 80 CU. FT. ALUMINUM 
TANK COMPLETE WITH DELUXE VALVE $109.99 


ALUMINUM 30 CU. FT. CALL 

ALUMINUM 65 CU. FT. CALL 
THERMO-PLASTIC FIN 

» Jet Type Blade, “Space Age” 


ALUMINUM 80 CU. FT. CALL 
ALUMINUM 100 CU. FT. CALL 
materials with Adjustable Straps 


STEEL 100 CU. FT. CALL 
STEEL 120 CU. FT. CALL 
DELUXE KAM PACK $55 


CLEAR STRAP FIN $ 35 
PRO STRAP FIN $ 50 
SILICONE MASK $ 29 
PRESCRIPTION MASK $ 99 
SILICONE VENT SNORKEL $ 15 
HARD SOLE BOOTS $ 25 
FIVE-FINGER GLOVES $ 25 


Central Pays Shipping 


WHY BUY A PACKAGE DEAL FROM CENTRAL? 
BECAUSE ONLY CENTRAL GIVES YOU EVERY ITEM 
MADE BY A FAMOUS MANUFACTURER. THIS MEANS 
YOU HAVE A TRIPLE GUARANTEE. YOUR LOCAL DIVE 





SHOP, CENTRAL, OR THE NATIONALLY FAMOUS 
MANUFACTURER. AND “OF COURSE”, NOBODY BEATS 
CENTRAL'S PRICES FOR OVER 44 YEARS 





















1-800-53-SCUBA 


FCENTRAL is o is open 6 5 days. a "week. Orders | placed d withll 
gcharge cards or money orders are shipped within hours. | 
yo! Shipping and insurance is paid by CENTRAL in 
continental U.S.A. WE CANNOT BE UNDERSOLD! If youll 
[see something advertised for less, let e know and we i 


beat the price. Call 1-800-53 SCUBA now! oe 
[OPEN 6 DAYS MON. TO SAT. 10-6:30 y REGULATORS, (ist $419) $279 
ATTENTION cee ee | te 

"OF MONEY AND ALOT OF TROUBLE! | fxwas waren” sti) $1 
"| OCTOPUS (SAFESECOND)  (List$130) $ 79 


At CENTRAL. you get nationally advertised name-brand 
products at rock bottom prices and we are authorized 
dealers of every item we sell. But beware; some 


Central Pays Shipping 


REGULATORS FROM U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, MARES, 
BEUCHAT, TUSA, SHERWOOD, POSEIDON, OCEAN 
EDGE, ETC. ALWAYS ON SALE 


BUY AMERICAN FIRST 
Sushi and Spaghetti have no technical parts, but 
Regulators, Gauges, & Buoyancy Compensators do. You 
should try to buy NAME BRANDS made in the U.S.A. 
93% of CENTRALS recommendations are U.S.A. made. 
PLEASE, PLEASE PLEASE call us before you spend 
your hard earned money. We have thrilled divers with our 
price and expert advice since 1952. Call us, the advice is 
FREE and so are the shipping charges. 


1-800-53-SCUBA 6 DAYS - MON THRU SAT 


advertisers in this magazine are not factory authorized 


and are selling “Grey Market”merchandise!! 
Read the small print in those big ads, because if you 
purchase DACOR, U.S.DIVERS, SCUBAPRO, ETC. from 
a non-authorized dealer, you could end up without a 
valid U.S. Warranty. 


BUOYANCY COMPENSATORS 


Famous Makes, Best Quality, Low Pressure 
Inflator & Hose, Quick Dump, Travel Pack. 
















DELUXE BLADDERLESS $159 —— 
SUPER DELUXE BLADDERLESS $199 EGULATOR Call and Ask For Your Own 
SOFT PACK BLADDERLESS $229 ’ OCTOPUS Custom Package Deal 
MILITARY HORSECOLLAR WITH C02 $229 “yr tn Use part or all or more than this list. 
BACK MOUNTED CORDURAB.C. $229 ' 
FAMOUS MAKE WEIGHT DROP = $249 Lan ROC aE RE OLIORE 
ORIGINAL MANTA STYLE CALL nee 

B.C. AIR-3 OCTO/REGULATOR $149 Pe NOBODY BEATS CENTRAL'S 
B.C.’S AND STAB, JACKETS FROM SHERWOOD, WaTCti PRICE, QUALITY & DELIVERY 


OCEAN EDGE, U.S. DIVERS, DACOR, SEAQUEST, 


SEATEC, BEUCHAT, TUSA, MARES, ETC. FAMOUS MAKE WETSUITS 






1/4" JACKET/FARMER SUPERSTRETCH $159 
BAGS & BACKPACKS ¢ 13 V/A" JACKET/FARMER SUPERPLUSH $189 |) 
Ape dhe dsc $j¢ 1/8" JACKET/FARMER SUPERSTRETCH $149 |) 
MEDIUM MESH GEAR BAG $22 1/8) ONE PIECE JUMP SUIT $99 fF 
LARGE MESH GEAR BAG $25 1/8" FAMOUS MAKE SHORTY mae 
LARGE DELUXE MESH GEAR BAG $49". Lacerta: Bay otis Sen 
EXTRA LARGE BACK PACK BAG $ 89 ae 
SUPER LARGE GEAR BAG W/WHEELS $89 _—«Central Pays Shipping 






Central Pays Shipping SHARKSKIN SUITS 
ALL OTHER BAGS ALSO ON SALE 3/16 " AND V4" NYLON | SIDE SHARKSKIN 
UNDERWATER LIGHTS Small Sizes Only - $79 
4 CELL FLASH $ 29 
4 CELL LANTERN $45 OTHER WET OR DRY SUITS AND SHORTIES AND 
8 CELL LANTERN DELUXE. $65 SKINS FROM VIKING, PARKWAY, U.S. DIVERS, 
6 VOLT RECHARGABLE $109 HENDERSON POSEIDON. HARVEY, O'NEILL, ETC. 
6 VOLT SEALED BEAM BULBS $10 ALWAYS ON SAL 
KNIVES 
5" BLADE WITH SHEATH $ 20 
51/2" BLADE WITH SHEATH $ 29 
41/4" BLADE SUPER DELUXE $39 DELUXE SPEAR GUNS 

nee JUNIOR 31" RUBBER (List $91) $ 69 
meee’ 1996- PACKAGE DEAL C, GE... STANDARD 42" RUBBER (List $106) $ 79 
DELUXE BLADDERLESS BUOYANCY DELUXE 53" RUBBER (List $166) 135 
COMPENSATOR with soft touch inflator, DELUXE PNEUMATIC 34" == (List$250) $199 
cummerbund, quick release shoulder straps, STANDARD PNEUMATIC 29" — (List $200) $169 
rapid exhaust; DOUBLE CONSOLE with max JUNIOR PNEUMATIC 23 (List $185) $159 
depth; HIGH PERFORMANCE REGULATOR mas 1996 SUPREME SHERWOOD PACKAGE mam 
with extremely smooth flow thru balanced IN STORE ONLY 


piston. This name brand package is a 
CENTRAL LOW, LOW SPECIAL AT $389 


Guu CENTRAL PAYS SHIPPING =a 


Advanced DELUXE BCD with power, rapid exhaust, 
cummerbund pockets, etc; Unique and excellent OASIS 
REGULATOR that keeps your air moist; Low profile 
OCTOPUS; New pressure max-depth, thermometer, 
compass TRIPLE CONSOLE; 80 cu. Ft. TANK with K valve. 
Retail over $1200 elsewhere. CENTRAL SPECIAL $799. 


SPECIAL PACKAGE DEALS ON DACOR, U.S. DIVERS, 
TUSA, OCEAN EDGE, MARES AND MANY OTHER 
aA MANUFACTURERS. 


CALL) | CENTRAL SKINDIVERS 
CALL| 1 NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS AND NOBODY DELIVERS 
| FASTER THAN CENTRAL! PHONE FOR RUSH ORDERS! 


PHONE: 1-800-53 SCUBA 
(718) 739-5772-- FAX (718) 739-3679 
,; All Phone orders received before 1:00 p.m. are 
| shipped same day! If you prefer to send a 
| money order, your order will be shipped same 
| day. Personal checks take time to clear. Sorry, | 
Ino C.O. D. orders 


Baeox 
i 


SUPER CLOSE-OUTS 
NEOPRENE POCKET BELT 
MESH POCKET BELT 
DIVE ALERT 


(List $45) 
(List $30) 
(List $50) 
(List $35) 
(List $1495) 
(List $1145) 
(List $299) 


$35 
$20 
$ 40 
PADDED REGULATOR BAG 
UNDERWATER SCOOTER 
METAL DETECTORS 
SPARE AIR 


(Central Skindivers 


160-09 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica, NY 11432 
(718) 739-5772 © Open 6 Days 
Minutes from Manhattan and Kennedy Airport 
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BRAC REEF BEACH 
(Continued from Page 75) 


sion diving only, no damaging the coral 
and back on the boat with 500 psi. 

Need a dive computer? No problem! 
Among its list of rental equipment, Reef 
Divers has several Sea Quest top of the 
line, Multi-level, Solution dive computers. 

Operating every weekday, morning 
dives leave promptly at 8:30 for the two 
tank trios—customarily a wall dive, fol- 
lowed by a shallow site. The afternoon 
dive, a single shallow dive in the 15 to 50 
foot range, normally departs at 2:30 pm. 
Night dives are usually scheduled the 
same day as the Little Cayman/Bloody 
Bay Wall outing, leaving the dock at 
7:30, after dinner. 

Recent legislation, focused on contin- 
ued protection of the Cayman Islands’ 
natural resources, has limited each dive 
operator to a maximum of 14 dive trips 
per week to Bloody Bay Wall and 
Jackson Bight, off Little Cayman. Reef 
Divers visits Littlke Cayman a couple times 
per week. 

This, of course, does not mean you 
should rule out Cayman Brac; it is a neat 
little island, with an underwater realm that 
warrants serious consideration. Because 
of its stringbean shape, most of the dive 
sites are off the north and south shores. 


While most of Cayman Brac’s walls 
begin their plunge around 55 feet, there 
are a couple, such as Cemetery Wall, 
which start around the 45 foot mark. 
Decorated profusely with colorful tube 
and rope sponges and deep water gor- 
gonians, this wall is an exquisite example 
of Cayman Brac diving. Along the same 
stretch are more dramatic drop-offs 
such as Strawberry Sponge Wall, 
which starts at 45 feet and plunges into 
the abyss. Even on a windy day, under- 
water visibility is seldom, if ever, less than 
100 feet; 120 to 150 feet is the norm. 

Many of the walls along the south side 
feature highly serrated profiles with cas- 
cading descents. Some of the favorites 
along this side include Rock Monster 
Chimney, Wilderness Wall and Bluff 
Wall. Almost all are cut through with tun- 
nels, winding crevices and narrow 
chasms ready to spit intrepid visitors into 
the blue void on the other side. Wilder- 
ness Wall is somewhat different because 
of its huge, 55 foot high by 40 foot wide 
coral pinnacle, standing out from the up- 
per rim of the coral precipice. In addition 
to the broad fans of deep water gorgoni- 
ans and tangled tresses of Red and 
Lavender Rope Sponges, there is a large 
school of Horse-eye Jacks that seems to 
fancy the pinnacle. There are even a few 
surprises, Such as Anchor Wall, a site 
containing a large iron anchor mysteri- 


ously wedged in one of its crevices. 

On the north side, the most prominent 
characteristic of shallow reef sites such 
as Greenhouse, Bert Brothers Bould- 
ers and Snapper Reef, to name a few, 
are the massive 10 to 20 foot high 
Boulder Star Coral formations scattered 
across the bottom like large haystacks. 
Most of the site names are based on fa- 
miliar landmarks, such as an individual’s 
home or the town cemetery. Green- 
house, for example, is named after the 
green colored house on the shore and 
not for its exquisite coral formations, 
which have a greenish-brown color. 
Other landmark named reefs include 
School House Reef, straight out from a 
school house near the shore, and Buc- 
caneer Reef, off the defunct Buccaneer 
Inn Hotel. If you can’t guess where the 
End of Island Wall is, you're not making 
much of a sporting effort! 

What is even more intriguing about 
Cayman Brac is that not all of its diving 
falls into the well known and routine. Its 
eastern tip still holds virgin sites. Al- 
though the diving here is generally ruled 
by weather and frequently effected by 
mild currents and easterly trade winds, it 
is certainly not out of reach to those who 
wish to do a little exploring. In fact, if 
you're up for the challenge, Reef Divers 
will be happy to help you. 

One of the niceties of visiting Cayman 





BERRY SCUBA COMPANY 


PROFESSIONAL DIVE SHOPS 
AND PADI 5 STAR IDC TRAINING CENTER 


AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR OF U.S. DIVERS, 
TUSA, SHERWOOD, U.S. TECH, DACOR, & BAYSIDE; 
PLUS OVER 70 tnhne serge: MANUFACTURERS. 


SEE JUST HOW MUCH YOU CAN CALL FOR INFORMATION ABOUT 

SAVE BY COMING TO ONE OF OUR UPCOMING TRIPS. 

OUR FULL SERVICE DIVE SHOPS THINKING OF BECOMING AN 

OR ORDERING BY PHONE. INSTRUCTOR? CALL FOR OUR 
1-800-232-6220 UPCOMING IDC SCHEDULE. 





“BERRY PALATINE. 
1294 E. Dundee Rd. 
Palatine, IL 60067 Lombard, IL 60148 
(708) 358-3848 (708) 495-2822 


Stores Onty Minutes From Airports! 
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BERRY ; ATLANTA 
3443 Dogwood Ave. 
Hapeville, GA 30354 
(404) 766-1186 


CHICAGO AND ATLANTA 


BERRY CHICAGO 

6674 N. Northwest Hwy. 
Chicago, IL 60631 

(312) 763-1626 


” BERRY LOMBARD 
36 Yorktown Center 


130 SKIN DIVER MARCH 1996 




















WORLD'S LARGEST UNDERWATER 
PHOTO & VIDEO INVENTORY! 


Amphibico tt = Li xX S€AcSEA 








UNDERWATER (AMERA EsQLIPMENT 





2 1 §. gam video housings TT . Seag Sea's 
4 make underwater premier 
video easy. Amphibico U , strobe, this 
housings are U high 
aluminum housings for powered 
Sony and Canon unit with a 
camcorders with a depth beam angle 





of 100° to cover even the 15mm Nikonos lens. 
Visual & audible signals confirm flash readi- 
ness & TTL operation. Weighs only 4.4lbs on 
land and is slightly buoyant underwater. 





rating of 330 feet. The Dive 
Buddy Series is a very lightweight and compact. Their 
small size in conjunction with neutral buoyancy make 
the Dive Buddy Series exceptionally easy to use. 


TUSSEY 


Helix Extension tube sets are available for Nikonos 
35mm & 28mm lenses. They open your underwater 
photography to a new world. Basic sets start at $95. 


Experience the ultimate in 
underwater photography with 
the world’s first & only 
underwater autofocus 
SLR - the Nikonos RS. Or for 
the tried and true, the standard 
of the industry - the Nikonos V. Nikonos RS The Spot Shot from Underwater Photo-Tech 
simplifies photography with the Nikonos 
Either way, you benefit from | close-up kit. It accepts various models of com- 
mak x superior Nikkor optics, and pact dive lights. Move the camera until the 
ame | Nikon quality. Only Nikon sells light spots coverage. The Spot Shot 
* more Nikonos than Helix. For eliminates framer shadows & the risk of 
the best price and service, call. . framers hitting coral. 





From Tussey, housing for the Nikon N90/N90s! 
Weighing only 6 lbs. in air & nearly neutral in the 
water, this housing has a lot to offer. A selection of 
five lens ports ,q working depth of 350 ft., a tough 

aluminum Tussey Strobe Arm, LCD view port and much 
more. Call Helix for more exciting details. 





Ultralight Control 
Systems arms 
and trays form a 


flexible strobe 
{ mounting system 





The Light & Motion 
Stingray housing 





see 





,  %a for Sony TR series 
~<Oy 4 camcorders is a state-of- ikelite that helps to 
the-art lightweight keep your photo 
aluminum housing. It offers finger tip controls, double _—_This Ikelite camera housing is made of injection molded system in order 
o-ring bore seals, bayonet optics, and docking connec- _—_clear polycarbonate for superior strength and instant visual and your hands from knotting. The lightweight 
tors. In addition to its internal flip down red filter and —_inspection of all seals and camera operations. Near neutral arm and clamp system uses a non-slip o-ring 
amphibious mic, the Stingray utilizes its unique zoom —_ buoyancy, easy to grip manual controls, good to 200’ depth. on the ball of each joint to insure solid 
macro optics. Call Helix for expert information. Call Helix for more details. positioning on the strobe head. 
















* CAMERA TO ORDER: 


FiEL!I & VIDEO 1.800.33HELIX 


Eee Ct Ve ee ts | ee ee ley a = OINSIDE IL: 312.421.6000 
Helix accepts Visa, Mastercard, and Discover Card. | FAX: 312.421.2804 
Prices & availability subject to change without notice. | http: //www.mastermall.com /helix 
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We’re open Mon-Fri. 
7amto6pm Central Time; 
Sat. 8am to 12 noon 
(order line only on Saturday). 
Order direct from this ad. 


ak CALL FOR OUR 
fo Info. Line: 901-593-5926 FREE, FULL-COLOR 
CATALOG! 


Faxes: 800-223-5747/901-593-5931 


PT. Mason Road ¢ P.O. Box 36 © Big Sandy, TN 38221 


BC, Regulator + Console Package 
e PRODUCK “ULTRA 4” BC 
e Padded backpack eSto XL $379 
e Velcro Becket e Black eee triM  (s20 extra 


oaded w/extra for XXL BC) 
*PRODUCK SBIRATE” REGULATOR 


¢e PRODUCK 2 GAUGE CONSOLE 
w/altitude adj. and max depth ind. 
CALL FOR FREE CATALOG! 
OUR POLICY: 

We sell top quality products. Very good prices and quick service. 
We offer name brand gear along with our own PRO-DUCK 
BAT-MASTER & THUNDERBOLT brand. All new merchandise. 
We offer a 30-day money back guarantee on all products except 
custom or special order items minus shipping. 
HUNDREDS OF OTHER ITEMS IN STOCK, READY TO SHIP. 


Responsible 
Divers Lead 
by Example! 









Here's the perfect way to keep your 
favorite issues of SKIN DIVER! 

These durable, custom-made cases 
and binders, in light blue with attractive gold lettering, will provide 
maximum protection and easy access. The binders feature a 
special 4-1/2" wide spring mechanism to hold individual rods 
that quickly snap in place. 





CHARGE ORDERS: 
Quantity Case(s) Binder(s) Call TOLL FREE 
One $ 7.95 $ 9.95 7 days, 24 hours 
Three $21.95 $27.95 | 1-800-825-6690 
Six $39.95 $52.95 T. 

$15 minimum Skin dives 

Add $1 per case/binder for postage and (American Express, Master Card, 
handling. Outside USA $2.50 per case/binder Visa, Diners Club) 


(U.S. funds only). PA residents add 7% sales tax. 





MAIL ORDERS: Make checks or money orders (in U.S. 
funds) payable to Jesse Jones 
Industries and send to: 


Skin Diver 
Jesse Jones Industries 
Dept. PET-SD 
499 East Erie Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19134 
Please print clearly and provide your return 


address with ZIP CODE (no P.O. boxes 
please). Allow 4 - 6 weeks for delivery. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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BRAC REEF BEACH 


Brac is the easy access. The flight from 
Grand Cayman via one of Cayman Air- 
ways’ 737s Is just a 20 minute hop. This 
is not much of an addition to travel 
time—the flight from Miami to Grand 
Cayman (the first leg) is a mere hour and 
ten minutes. Cayman Airways also flies 
out of Tampa, Atlanta and Houston. 





Brac Reef Beach Resort offers a wide 
assortment of scuba packages to fit most 
anyone's taste and budget, including all- 
inclusive arrangements. For more infor- 
mation or reservations, Brac Reef Beach 
Resort has an office in the U.S. Call (800) 
327-3835 or Cayman Brac direct at (809) 
948-1323 or fax (809) 948-1207. = 


TURKS & CAICOS 
AGGRESSOR 
(Continued from Page 41) 


do all three. Meals and snacks are abun- 
dant, delicious and diverse. Then there’s 
your air-conditioned cabin and the sun- 


rt nt a a bebo am) 





deck—they’re never more than a few 
steps away, SO you Can nap whenever 
you please. Up to five dives, including a 
night dive, are offered each day, only 
your stamina and the dive tables deter- 
mine how many you'll make. 

While most who choose a live-aboard 
trip are already certified to dive, if you 
aren't, you can be by the end ofaT &C 
trip. This Aggressor also offers resort 
courses, which introduce nondivers to the 
underwater reaim, as well as advanced 
open water and six specialty courses. 

An Aggressor is not only a floating ho- 
tel, it’s also a floating dive shop. Several 
sets of well maintained gear are available 
for rental at very reasonable rates. Leave 
your gear at home and travel light. 

The Aggressor Fleet caters to photogra- 
phers so you'll always find freshwater rinse 








barrels, a multi-tiered camera table right on 
the dive deck, 110 volt current for charging 
strobes and lights and a photo pro able to 
make some (but not all) equipment repairs 
and loan or rent you photo gear. 


April qa: to21 
ons a to sigs 





CONCLUSION 

You might think that because they offer 
pristine diving the Turks and Caicos 
Islands must be far off the beaten path 
but such is not the case. The ship’s home 
port, Providenciales (Provo), is only about 
a 90 minute flight from Miami. Your trip on 
the Turks & Caicos Aggressor will begin 
either in Provo and end in Grand Turk or 
begin in Grand Turk and end in Provo. 

Once we could only watch the under- 
water adventures of others, now we can 
enjoy our own and, with the help of an 
Aggressor video pro, bring home a tape 
of them to show family and friends! For 
more information (there’s a great video 
available that provides a preview ofa 
Turks and Caicos vacation—ask about it 
when you Call) or to book a trip on the 
Turks & Caicos Aggressor, contact 
Aggressor Fleet Ltd., P.O. Drawer kK, 
Morgan City, Louisiana 70381; (800) 
348-2628; (504) 385-2628, fax (504) 
384-0817. 8% 


42 West 18th Street « New York, NY 10011 


ORDER DEPT. MON.-THURS. 9-9:30, FRI. 9-1:45, SUN. 9:30-6 PM EST. 


ORDER TOLL FREE 


800-888-4939 


US and CANADA 
Fax #212-463-7223 


ORDERS & INFO 


(212) 741-0052 


CUSTOMER RELATIONS (212) 741-0466 Mon -Thurs. 9-7pm Sun. 11-2pm EST 


Nikonos RS-Call 
RS LENSES AND ACCESSORIES 
New 13/2.8 Fisheye Call 
28/2.8 Call 50/2.8 Call 
20-35 Call SB-104 Call 
Double Bracket 219.95 
Extension Arm 189.95 
O Ring R$14.95 Dbl. Cord 149. 


NIKONOS-V 


Nikonos V 579.95 
Nikonos V w/35/2.5 739.95 
Aqua Lens f/Nikon Call 
15/28 UW 1489. 28/3.5UW 369. 
20/2.8UW 689. 35/25UW 167. 
80/4 UW 369. 
28mm UW Finder 17.95 
35 & 80mm UW Finder 19.95 
DF-10 Finder for 80mm 

(Above Water) 84.95 
DF-11 279.95 DF-12 174.95 
SB 105 Complete 
SB 105 Flash Head 
TTL Sync Cord (Repl) 
Arm Joint (Repl) 
(SU101) Sensor Unit f/SB102 
Double TTL Sync Cord 
Open water sync cord 

set double 329.95 
Double Bracket 159.95 
Dbl Bracket Set f/SB105/3/2 319.95 
Ext Arm Set f/SB105/3/2 149.95 
Close-Up Kit w/o case 199.95 
Lens Hood & Filter Holder 7.95 
Original Nikonos Case 49.95 
O-Ring Set 10.95 

ACCS. for NIKONOS 

Ikelite Ext Tube Set 104.95 
Ikelite Optical Viewfinder 119.95 


TECHNICAL LIGHTING ARMS 
and Accessories f/Nikonos Call 


UW SLAVE 
Morris UW Slave Flash 59.95 
SEA & SEA NIKONOS 
ACCS 
12/3.5 Fisheye (167°) Call 
Finder f/12mm F.E. Call 
15/3.5 Call 
High eyepoint Viewfinder Call 
20/3.5 wiCs Call 
16/5.6 Conv Lens Call 
Optical Viewfinder Call 
YS-50 TTL w/Arm & Tray Call 
YS$120 TTL Strobe Call 
YS300 TTL Strobe Call 
Ext Tubes Call 


UW COLOR CORRECTION FILTERS | 
IN STOCK 


49. 95 
149.95 


SONY 


MARINE VIDEO PACKS 
MPK-TRA-2 Housing Call 
New MPK-TRB-Marine Pack Call 
Sports Pack Series Call 

VL-80DA Video Light Call 

We carry all current 8mm, VHS, 


VHS-C and VHS-Super camcorders. 


Please Call For Prices 


SERcSEA 


MX-100 
Motor Marine MxX-10 Call 
MX-10 w/external flash Kit Call 
20mm Converter Lens f/MX-10 Call 
Macro Lens f/MxX-10 Call 
UW Filter f/200mm Lens 74.95 


New MOTOR MARINE IWEX 
w/TTL Flash capability & DX Film 
Coding, 1/125 sync power wing 

& rewind 

Motor Marine II EX Kit 

with YS50 TTL flash Call 
UR-Pro UW Filter f/MM 1144.95 
16mm Conv. lens Call 
20mm Conv. lens Call Macro lens (1:3)Call 
Macro lens (1:2) Call Lens Caddy Call 
YS-50 TTL-Il Kit Call 
YS-20 Flash Call 
Sea Arm 2 Long #2700 104.95 
Bulk Head Conn. f/MM-| 9.95 

SX-1000 
SX-1000 Camera with UW 
Housing - Complete Pkg. Call 
New UW Housings 

NX-50 Housing f/Nikon N50 Call 
NX-500 Hsng. f/Canon Rebel Call 


AQUA VISION Housings 
New Aquatica f/N90 Elec. Call 
Aquatica f/Nikon F4 1299.95 
New Aluminum Housing. f/most 
Sony TR Cameras Call 


ST pcan 


vu N DO aw nz. FF. 6.8 


STROMM ONE HOUSING 

* Features: finger tip control of your 
Nikon N90/8008, Canon EOS, 
Maxxum. Comes with Nikonos TTL 
strobe Connector Call 


TIFFEN 
UW FILTERS 


UW 0'-2' & 2'-7' Strobe Filter 9.95 


PROFESSIONALLY PRODUCED INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO TAPES 
Approved by NIKON 


Basic UW Photography with a 
Nikonos V 
Complete, step by step instruction from 
assembly and testing of the system to 
achieving great results underwater right 
away. #VIBUP 24.95 
Advanced UW Wide Angle 
Photography with Nikonos 
#VIAUPW 29.95 


Advanced UW Macro 
Photography #VIAUPM 29.95 
CATHY CHURCH: Photo Clinic 
Instructional video explains the Cathy 
Church Technique of under water pho- 
tography. Find out how to get brilliant 
blues and vibrant colors. 
54 minutes #VICCPC 
Special Purchase 


19.95 


SHIPPING INSTRUCTIONS 


CANON 
Sure Shot A1 UAV Call 
NEW CANON UW HOUSINGS 
CE-O5 Housing for A2/A2E__ Call 
CE-O5 Housing for Rebel X/XS Call 


AQUA SHOT Il 
Accepts flash & Non Flash 
54” 


disposable 
Kodak & Fuji cameras 
AQUASHOT II OUTFIT 
Aquashot I! Kit includes: 
Aquashot II, Macro Kit, 
219” 


Case and 

Substrobe AQ/S 

CAMERA HOUSINGS 
f/Nikon N8008/N90/6006 469.95 
f/Nikon N70 469.95 
f/Canon EOS RebelX/XS 469.95 
f/Canon EOS A2/A2E 469.95 

VIDEO HOUSINGS 


INCLUDES VIDEO/SUPER EYE, 
TOP HANDLE & WIDE ANGLE LENS 


f/Sony TR101 (Aluminum) 399.95 
f/Sony FX FX520/525/610 399.95 
45 w/30 min Video Lite 214.95 
Pro Video Light Lead Acid 29.95 
Pro Dual Batt. Pack NiCad 49.95 


UW STROBES 
Substrobe 50MS 174.95 
New Substrobe 50 (TTL) 184.00 
Substrobe Al 309.00 
NEW Substrobe Ai/N 309.00 
Substrobe 100 99.95 
Substrobe 150 wW/Nicad 509.95 
Substrobe 225 Nicad 499.95 
Substrobe 300 w/Nicad 619.95 
Remote TTL Slave 149.95 
Quick Grip | 94.95 
Quick Grip Il 154.95 


NEW SUBSTROBE OUTFITS 


Consists of choice of 
UW Strobe, 

New Tray & Handle 
Rapid Advance, 
New Quick Grip, 
Nikonos TTL Sync 
Cord & Pelican 

Case 


#394652 #150 Kit 709.95 
#394646/47 Ai/Ain Kit 499.95 
#394657 #300 Kit 879.95 
#394643 #50 Kit w/C-Light, 


Bracket & Srobe Arm Ii 364.95 


DIVING. LIGHTS 
Sata-Lite Straight Cord 36.95 
Sata-Lite Coiled Cord 41.95 
Mini C Mark 45.00 
R.C.D. 37.95 
Mini C Halogen watts 23.95 
Maxi C Halogen w/Batts 32.95 
Modular H Lite 29.95 
Modular Super Lite 149.95 
Other Ikelite Accs Call 


We now accept Discover Card. Personal checks welcome, will ship without delay. Name must be imprinted on check, also include address, 
phone, and a copy of major credit card or driver's license for reference. Shipping, handling and insurance additional. 14 day money back 
guarantee less shipping, with packing and blank warranty card, except film and paper. We ship UPS. Some items special order. All orders are 
subject to acceptance and verification. Products in this ad are supplied with USA or Adorama's own exclusive warranty at Adorama's option. 
Copies are available upon written request. Products not accompanied by manufacturer's warranty are not eligible for rebates offered by 
manufacturer D.C.A. Second hand dealer's license #802862, NYCDCA# 898591 Not responsible for typographical errors. Pictures are for illus- 


tration purposes only and may not be exact. 


on the Mar cet 
is Common Sense 


Prices effective till March 3, 1996 
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ile et alse 


ewa-marine 
MASTER SERIES 


New Sealite 35 VW 
Camera Outfit 89.95 
New AF SLR Housings 
With these new housings you 
can go down to a 90 feet 
UA up to 210mm lens 169.95 
UAX same as UA w/flash 184.95 
U-IS for Olympus IS 159.95 
U-FX Zoom & Flash 130.95 
U-FGM Side Flash 79.95 
U-AM Autofocus 29.95 
U-AMZ Autofocus Zoom 49.95 
Moisture Muncher 4.95 
Hurricane Hood 59.95 


UW VIDEO HOUSINGS 
VST f/Sony TRS 209.95 
VPL f/Sony FX 214.95 
VCMG f/Canon E708 169.95 
VCA f/Canon A1 99.95 
VP f/Panasonic PV40 29.95 
VML f/Canon ES2000 149.95 
Video Cape Large 59.95 
fiother models Call for Price 


ACCU-GEAR 
Housing for Sony TR-Series 
Camcorders Call 


PELICAN 


Waterproof, Unbreakable 

#500 Guard Box with foam 13.95 

Inner STD with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 
#1200 -(9.5 x7.5x4.5") 29.95 - 
#1300 -(9.5 x7.5x7") 33.95 ~ 
#1400 -(12.3 x9.3x5.3")53.50 72.95 
#1450 -(15 x10.5x6") 68.95 84.95 
#1500 -(18 x11.7x6.5")79.95 99.95 
#1520 -(18 x13x6.75") 85.95 114.95 
New #1527 Conv. Travel Bag 64.95 
#1550 -(19 x14x7.7") 99.95 129.95 
#1600 -(22x17x8") 118.95 146.95 
#1650 -(28x18x10.5")129.95 189.95 


SEA KING 


made by UNDERWATER KINETICS 
WATERTIGHT CASES 


Inner Foam with 
Dimensions Version Dividers 


613 13x9x6" 59.95 _ 
518 18x13x5" 79.95 99.95 
716 17x10x7" 74.95 94.95 
718 18x13x7" 79.95 104.95 
821 21x13x8" — 144,95 
822 21x18x8" 139.95 199.95 
827 27x18x8" 184.95 239.95 


Seal-Tight 


Waterproof Cases 
Large (18x12x7.5") 59.95 
X-Large (19x15x9”) 69.95 


SLIDE FILM 
Underwater 
Ektachrome 135-36 
35mm with 
Film ASA 24 proc. 
25) 4.15 7.54 
64) 4.19 7.58 
(50) 4.25 7.64 
\00) 3.77 7.16 
200 4.99 8.38 
200) 4.99 8.38 
(400) 5.99 9.38 6.99 11.38 
FUJICHROME 
wio Proc. wiProc. 
10036 4.19 7.58 
Sensia 20036 4.29 £7.68 
Sensia 40036 5.89 9.28 
Velvia 5.99 9.38 
Ask us about our 
Great Saving Film Specials 


Sensia 
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DIVING MEDICINE 


Questions from 
the Internet 


BY FRED BOVE, M.D., PH.D. 


t’s no surprise there is a place to discuss 

diving medicine on the Internet. There are 
several user groups that address diving 
and one in particular that deals with diving 
medicine—HYPERBAR. Since the ques- 
tions discussed are of general interest, | will 
address some of them in this column. 


ENERGY METABOLISM 
DURING DIVING 

An interesting question was raised 
about the utilization of carbohydrates 
and fats during exercise and diving. In 
well trained endurance athletes, the body 
learns to utilize fat at lower work rates 
and earlier after exercise begins. This 
spares the carbohydrate stores, which 
are not as extensive as the fat stores, and 
avoids depletion of carbohydrates during 









photo/Bonnie J. Cardone 


prolonged exercise. When carbohy- 
drates are depleted, blood glucose levels 
fall and deprive the brain of its energy 
source (this is called hypoglycemia). 
When this happens, the brain does not 
function normally and an individual could 
become disoriented or even black out. 
This is one of the concerns in diving with 
diabetes because insulin can cause a re- 
duction of blood glucose and the diver 
may lose consciousness. The question 
raised was whether endurance training in 





GEAR BAG 


While divers will 
rarely “hit the 
wall” associated 
with endurance 
sports, good 
physical condi- 
tioning provides 
a safety advan- 
tage when fight- 
ing strong cur- 
rents, swimming 
a great distance 
or during a res- 
cue situation. 


2h 


divers would allow enough glucose spar- 
ing that divers could perform for pro- 
longed periods underwater without being 
concerned about energy depletion. 

The type of fuel utilized during exercise 
depends on the intensity and duration. 
Short bursts of exercise consume mostly 
carbohydrates. When exercise is pro- 
longed (more than an hour), the body be- 
gins to use fats for fuel. During prolonged 
exercise, fats account for about 60 percent 
of the energy needs and carbohydrates 


IT IS THE LITTLE 
THINGS THAT 
MAKE DIVING EVEN 
MORE FUN! 








DIVE ALL DA 


wt SUPER SNORKEL 


Enjoy real diving freedom with an unlimited 
air supply! It’s compact and lightweight. 
You can take it to your favorite dive spots. 


/ 







INNOVATIVE DESIGNS, INC. 
3785 Alt. 19 N. Suite $ / Palm Harbor, FL 34683 


(813) 934-4619 
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FREE EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
CALL THE NIKONOS PROFESSIONAL 


This HOTLINE is just for you, staffed 10 AM-9PM 
(Central Time) Monday thru Friday, to answer any Nikonos 
questions or to help you and your Nikonos out of an 
EMERGENCY. Just call us from anywhere in the world. 
Our assistance is always FREE... 








(713) 462-5436 
Fax: (713) 462-5449 


i: 


Goal #1 “human mistake” Education 
Nikonos Workshop articles returned with your equipment 
to explain (& try to prevent) your “human mistakes” 

(Whether you want it or not) 


Goal #2 Equipment Servicing 
e SOUTHERN NIKONOS services & repairs ALL Nikonos 


parts in inventory to provide a 2-3 work day turn-around. « 


for your “education”. (Whether you want them or not) 


So remember, “When it’s time to service your regulator, 
it’s time to service your Nikonos!!” 
The International Service World of 


——— SQUTHERN NIKONOS 
We’re as close as your post office. 


circle #76 on Reader Service Card 












Houston, Texas 77080 


Products (old or new). Nothing else! * Over 200,000 Nikonos 


All replaced parts are returned as “trophies” of your mistakes 


Your Nikonos ain't just a land camera, it’s DIVE EQUIPMENT! 


OCITIZEN. 
AQUALAND DUPLEX 





















WOOPS! ag * Underwater Depth * Rapid Ascent 
WHAT DO! DO }, Bob Warkentin’s Display Down to Warning Signal 
Pb,,.VO SOUTHERN NIKONOS 260 Feet a, ° Extendible Clasp 

SERVICE CENTER, INC.| |*Scom¢Disply ee, 
4 9459 Kempwood or Water Po or Without 
Temperature, _R WetSuit on 






Bracelet 
Model 


vA * Screw-Back 


Maximum 
Depth, 
Dive Time 








x *  Caseand 
*4-Dive Memory ® " Screw-Down 
of Important ! Crown 
Dive Data § © 200 Meter 
* Auto-Start Dive Mode Water-Resistant 







MSRP $495. Limited time offer. 









We carry a wide selection of U/W Watches. 
Sales — Service - Rental 


: ? 
As PROMASTER 






© 
U 
= 
Oo 
re) 
& 


© AD/SD 1996 


Zodiac 
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about 40 percent. In well trained athletes, 
this proportion may be slightly higher for 
fats (65 to 70 percent) and the switch from 
higher carbohydrate proportions may oc- 
cur earlier. In all cases, there is a point 
when the carbohydrate stores become 
depleted. This may be at three or four 
hours but, when it happens, muscles stiff- 
en and stop working. This is called “hitting 
the wall” among long distance runners and 
| am sure some of you have experienced 
this feeling. It is common among 
marathoners and long distance cyclists. 
There are several reasons why this con- 
cept would be difficult to apply to divers. 
First, the need to preserve carbohydrate 
fuel stores usually only becomes impor- 
tant at high levels of exercise. Levels of in- 
tensity above 50 percent of an individual’s 
Capacity (measured by maximum oxygen 
uptake) are required over a four to five 
hour period. At work levels below this in- 
tensity, fat and carbohydrate metabolic 
fuel consumption is adequate for 8 to 10 
hours of continuous work. Generally, 
divers are not required to work at intensi- 
ties above 50 percent of maximum ca- 
pacity. This level of work is associated 
with early fatigue, reduced endurance, 
high breathing rates and consumption of 
large amounts of breathing gas. Divers 
could not be placed in a work situation 
that required this level of exercise over a 
three to four hour dive for safety reasons. 


EMERALD 
VISION 


127 West 24th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011 


Tel: (212) 463-7663 ¢ Fax (2 
Amphibico 
DIVE BUDDY Ill 


Electronic soft push buttons located on 
the right handle control zoom, power 
on-off, auto focus on-off, and 
record/standy:LED’sindicate that your 
are recording or that mositure has 
seeped injside the housing. External 
mic extends from the front. 


DIVE BUDDY E 


Aluminum marine housing for Canon 
camcorders: 

¢ Operating depth 330’(100m) 

e Ext. amphibious mic 

e Extra wide quality optics 

e Full zoom capability 

¢ Electronic Moisture sensor 

¢ Neutrally buoyant seawater 


3CCD Pro 


amphibicam Aluminum Housings 
unique design has incorporated state- 
of-the-art eclectronic circuitry f . 
¢ High Quality Optics [Sa 
¢ Umbilical Connection f m4 
e External Microphone a, 


= 


More efficient use of fat for fuel will not 
produce a measurable benefit for divers 
who wish to prolong their U/W time. On 
the other hand, physical conditioning 
does provide a significant safety advan- 
tage when there is a need for a brief burst 
of high energy to avoid an accident or as- 
sist in an emergency. This might be neea- 
ed when rescuing another diver, when a 
long swim is needed to get to the boat or 
shore or when surface conditions make 
swimming difficult. The poorly condi- 
tioned diver might fail in these situations, 
while the conditioned diver will succeed. 


INJECTING BUBBLES 
INTO THE HEART 

Recently there was a discussion about 
methods for detecting a patent foraman 
ovale (PFO). Concern was expressed 
over the use of bubbles injected into the 
heart during echo examination. 

We use ultrasound to visualize the heart 
within the chest. Ultrasound images are 
produced by sending a sound beam from 
the chest wall into the heart using a solid 
state sound generator pressed against 
the skin. The ultrasound probe is able to 
sweep a fan shaped beam through the 
heart and detect the reflection from its 
structures. Electronic processing of the 
acoustic information provides images of 
the beating heart that can be viewed on a 
video screen and archived on videotape. 


SONY 
MPK-TRB 


-7143 


MPK-TRB is compatible with all 


TR & FX Handycams 
e Lightweight 
e Electronic Controls 
¢ Start/Stop Rec 
¢ Depth Rated to 246ft. 


AQUA VISION SYSTEM 


AVS 80 
VIDEO SYSTEM 
e Depth Rating: 330’ 


Advances in echo technology have 
added the ability to visualize blood flow- 
ing through the heart by measuring the 
Doppler shift of sound reflected from 
the red blood cells. Doppler information 
is coded to display blood velocity as a 
color spectrum. One can then observe 
the heart image with small flames or 
streaks of color. These images move as 
the blood velocity changes with the 
heart beat. Abnormal blood flow is easi- 
ly detected with this method. Echo pro- 
vides a non-invasive view of the heart 
muscle, valves and major blood vessels; 
Doppler provides data on normal and 
abnormal blood flow. 

Using echo and Doppler together pro- 
vides information about the foraman 
ovale. When there is a leak, one can see 
a small flame of blood flow through the 
PFO. Echo is also an excellent means for 
detecting bubbles in the blood because 
sound reflects well from the air-liquid 
boundary. To test for leaks inside the 
heart, physicians inject saline containing 
many small bubbles (microbubbles) into 
a vein and watch the bubbles flow 
through the heart on the echo image. If 
bubbles flow through a PFO they can be 
seen easily. 

We find that injection of fluids con- 
taining microbubbles into the blood- 
stream is quite common in medicine. 
The contrast material (barium) used in 


800-980-2929 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS 
Open Mon-Fri 9am-9pm/Sat. 10a.m.-6p.m. 


First computerized Underwater 
Housing for Nikon N90/N90s 


nme 


¢ Precision cast aluminum body is fully black 
anodized to military specifications with exterior 


finish of premium iron enamel 
e Electromagnietic Start/Stop Rec 


e Built in mosisture alarm 


ikelite 
Clear housing to assure the 
system is safe by providing 
instant visual inspection. 

¢ Mechanical Controls 

e Start/Stop recording 

e Zoom control 

¢ 200’Depth rating 


circle #131 on Reader Service Card 


BENTLEY 


Specially formulated polyurethane meets 

all the demands of the most rugged condi- 
tions ' 
eClear Plexiglass Bac : 

eFolding Handles f 

°4 2amp/hr. Battery 

eWide Angle Lens 

eDepth Rated to 250ft. 

For all FX/TR Series 

and equivalents 
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DIVING MEDICINE 


The Professional's Source. To Order-Call Toll Free 


» a 212 444-6649 ‘1-800-947-9979 


FAX: 212 242-1400 ne oe 
PHOTO-VIDEO 119 West 17TH STREET © New York, New York 10011 


ACCESSORIES FOR NIKONOS nae 
i Ikelite Optical Viewfinder #5002 ..119.95 SeaLife 
\kelite Ext. Tube Set #4090.03..99.95 35mm Automatic Dive Camera 
SEA & SEA ‘ 
NEW! 12/3.5 Fisheye .occcccocecc.n caLL  ° Fully Automatic T mn 





X-ray studies usually contains many mi- 
crobubbles. This material has been in- 
jected into the bloodstream (including 
directly into the heart) for more than 40 
years without adverse effects. On this 
basis, we know the circulation is not af- S a 
fected and, when saline containing mi- te 






































mae ¢ Motor Driven Film Advance 
| 
Ma CALL 20135... CALL * UNV Color Correction Flash 












Wavgnes is yet 16mm Conversion Lens /35mm.....CALL  ° Deep Dive” switch UA Housing : 
crobubbles ts injected to detect a PFO, Nikonos RS AF SLR catt High Eyepoint Vewfinder * Takes pictures U/W AK HOUSING sic:.nccst-gectlhperey tight 184.95 
: 13/28 R-UW AF Fisheye CALL £15, 16, 20MM... sscscsssecee CALL or on land U-F Camera and Winder .............000.000 114.95 
the flow of these bubbles has no impor- CLUE CALL OPtical Finder for 15, 17, 20mm..CALL * Operational to 60 ft. depth UF-X Camera w/small Zoom 
50/28 R-UW Aerator i EXTENSION TUBES W/FRAMER $99.95 ; & Shoe Flash ......Aessccveavocvstenssnteee 130.95 


UFX-P Camera w/Motor Drive & Flash..119.95 


tant consequences. 90-35/28R-UWAF. CALL 35mm 1:1....CALL 35mm 1:2...CALL 


YS-50 TTL w/arm & tray ........... CALL AQUA VISION SYSTEMS 
—— 


: : SB-104 UW TTL Speedlite ......... CALL 32mm 1:3....CALL 28mm 1:2...CALL U-FPN Camera w/large Motor 

AS a PFO IS present In about 30 percent Double oe eal Tol ks 219.95 & Lens (72mm) Did... eee 139.95 
: Piri ; . Mounting Bracket Set SK-104.199.95 New! YS-300 TTL w/arm & base CALL U-FZL Camera w/Long ZOOM............. 130.95 

of the population, it is quite common in Extension AM ...cssescesesen 189.95 ee eee Housing for NikON N-90.....s.:csere For Medium Format Camera Call 
. ' f UW TTL Twin Sync Cord 149.95 Cathy Church Instructuctional ..29.95 Housing for Nikon F4-S & F3-HP U-MM Compact Auto Focus Camera...... 64.95 
divers. Divers though, show no evidence of *Nikons V Bod ..u.n-879-95 Basle noduation Using NKoMeSV.88-85. | Housing FOF VidEO armen OAL] HUticame HOOD nnn 59.95 
: ' : : *Nikonos V with 35/2.5.......... 744.95 ; i an U-VVL For Sharp Viewcam............... 224.95 
increased risk for decompression sickness Orig Nikonos Cas... 48.88 eee ; A 39.95 i evel ae et U-VST For Sony TRS, 6,7... naps 
when a PFO is present. If DOS GOES OCCU, | |2885 Werremesrmiemeennn 879.95 Pioneer Of the $€8..non nnn 24.95 AQUALENS bome Port pave one v1 oan we 


jl -VPL For Sony FX-700 Series.......... 214.95 
9°5 ..... 167.95 80/4 UW..389.95 Dragons of the Galapagos .......19.95 Allows land lens to be coupled to Nikonos ~—_—‘U-VPL For 
eae or Outfit ae ? ee Hf, Hl, IV, V. Depth rating to 330”.......... CALL Price includes camera adapter rings 


Nikonos Close Up Kit w/o Case ante SEAcSEA 


Case For Close Up... 


however, it is likely to be more severe. 





t 
DF-10 Optical Finder................ 84.95 ed oabhee A es gt itl I. lit 
ARE OLD INJURIES PRONE Diet ee nee te de ra email, OAM =~ ineil e “7 
TO BENDS? 35-80MM FiNdel ....esoeeoserene 19.95. Motor Marine Il Camera.......... ae a STROBE PACKAGES far NIKONOS 


AL 
.95 : . 
Double TTL Sync Cord #10204 .149.95 Motor Marine II Kit w/YS-50 Flash CALL 
Double Bracket #10214..........159.95 16mm LENS MM Il... CALL 
Double Bracket Set #10201....329.95  2OMM MMII... eee CALL 


NEW! 3943.43 Substrobe 50” Kit ..314.95 


Another recent topic of discussion Was NEW! 3946.43 Substrobe 50” Kit .369.00 


; : “95 Optical Viewfinder #50140 ......CA ai 
a concern for decompression sickness Saar it ow aeeeee ig eno inde #0158 CAL Z $046.48 Subst Ali. A6.0 
' ' ' 1 ’ ‘ ' ¥ M Lens 1.3 .CALL ro Lens 1.2..CALL ai 4 UDStrode Al/N Ait............ b 
occurring in sites of old injuries. This SEA KING \ssottittiash kit... CALL CAMERA HOUSING 3946.52 150 Nicad Kit... 709.00 
question more readily applies to divers | |sxste10511455.7)0680 nn GOEMOSE SLRS AF ovens 469.95 3946.57 Substrobe 300 Kit.......899.00 
. aa ; SK 613 (44x10.6x6.5) "64.95 w PELICAN men cere cae Rat shen encsberot 54.95 VIDEO HOUSINGS 
who sustained injury to the spinal cord SK 716 (17.5x11.6x7) ...84.95 109.95 For Sony TR-Series (Specity).........639.95 


SK 718 (18.5x14.5x7.2)"84.95 119.95 Black/Silver/Orange or Yellow 4043 Substrobe 50.0... cece 184.95 


SK 821 (21.5x14.5x9) “109.95 164.95 Inside Dimensions w/foam Dividers 4046 Substrobe Ai .......-.csseesees 309.00 For Sony FX Series (Specify) ......... 639.95 


from previous decompression sickness 


id SK 822 (22.5x19.6x9)..164.95 229.95 1200 (94x7%xd%) 29.95 = — 4947 Substrobe Ai/M .....eseseesee cee 309.95 FOr SONY VX-3.......--essesreesesnsreeie 1049.95 
and wish to return to diving. To recom- SK B27 nein 209.95 | 289.95 1300 (0%x7%x64) 33.50 = 450 Substrobe 150 Nicad........... 509.00 DIVE LIGHTS 
Available in black, grey, yellow 1400 (124x94x5%) 53.50 77.95 ; 
mend divin after as inal cord iniu the “Black Only, Other Colors Call 1450 (15x10%x6) 68.95 89.95 New! Substrobe 300 Nicad............... 619.95 RCD Halogen 1. A838 AM Mle ot A 39.95 
g Pp J ry, DOSKOCIL 1500 (17x11%x6%) 85.95 99.95 COMPASSES Mini C-Light Halogen (Spec.Color)....23.95 
iC | j 1520 (18x12%x6%) 94.50 119.95 2500 PRO Compass Wrist .......c...-0-- 29.95 Modular Super Light (nicad).......... 159.95 
physician must be certain the cord Is not WATERTIGHT GASES 1550 (19x14x7%) 99.95 136.95 — 2600 PRO-S Compass Wrist............... 42.95 Modular Video Lite (nicad)............. 214.95 


: ' ' . . Seal Tight Lg 174x12x7%......... 59.95 ' 
at increased risk owing to the previous in- Seal Tight Ex Lg 184x144 x8. 69.95 680 (2901011) GALL. 189.98 | SINGH-RAY UNDERWATER FILTERS | Modular Video Lite 45 (nicad) .....214.95 
. Th di hoh h Available in Gray or Black 4750 (50%%13%x5) 155.50 — 52mm ..29.95 58mm..34.95 3x3mm 94.95) 4052 Charger for Nicad Lites............. 36.95 
ju ry. ere are many Vers W O ave ad Minimum Shipping USA (Except AK & HI) $7.00 up to 3 Ibs. Add 60¢ for each additional Ib. For ins. add 40¢ per $100. Prices valid til March 20, subject to supplier prices. ©1996 B&H Photo-Video. Not responsible for typographical errors. 
surgical procedures. They do not appear | ———_ EE circle #83 on Reader Service Card 


to be at increased risk for bends in the 






area of the surgical scar. d | ! Best Prices On: \: 
Even though there will always be a diver <, 1 -800- 290-5622 TUSA. MARES. DACOR 

with a story about getting bends in an old w Fel: (718) 437-4257 | | SHERWOOD, __ 

scar or injury, there does not seem to be a Y WeShin. Sq | SEAQUEST. Oceanic, 


WENOKA, U.K., DIVE 


Brooklyn, NY 11219 _ NGQUUREEIUS GB | BEUCHAT, U.S. DIVERS, 
seeedill RITE, IKELITE, 1.D.1., ETC. 


MIX & MATCH 


You may put together your own package with any brands you wish. Please ask 


PRE SEASON SPECIALS 


GREAT SAVINGS SCLC Ula die © Be New Tusa B.C. Bladerless, Back Pack 
© Altitude © Temp © Interval Time Padded, Dual Bands, Low Profile to 
COMPUTER & MASK, FINS © Max Depth © Bottom Time reduce Drag, 2 Lg. Pckts w/Drain, 
GAUGES & SNORKELS © No Fly © Log Book Balanced Power Inflator, Snug Fit. 
e Aladin © Orca e Tusa e Surface Interval © Deco Time, Etc. Regulator your choice: Mares, 
e Sherwood e Sherwood © NO Decompression ® Illuminated Disp. Sherwood or Tusa - High Performance, 
e US. Divers e US. Divers e Self Diagnostic Mode Lightweight, Easy Breathing, No Resistance. 
* Tusa * Oceanic | | © Scuba Pro * Functional Dep. 250 Ft Double Gauge 5000 PSI, Depth w/MDI 


e Citizen ~/ © Mares © Dacor © Auto Altitude 10,000 Ft. 


Sy ] . . 
BC’S 4 eee i aries > Octopus lightweight & Long Hose 


e Sherwood EE b 
A909 e8e Ri | 
sal, REGULATORS PD Fults Bag 


e US. Divers 
© Seaquest Set har ine ris MODULE FS HTO mogTconsoes) (UX Lit! = Sagas 
7 


ONLY 


e Dacor e Mares © Tusa FREE 

© Mares e Beuchat © Dacor GATALOG, CALL OR 
3 MM Wet Suit Call & ADORESS Wenoka Super Pack/Wheels 
6.5 Wet Suit (Plush, Padded, Dbl. Stitched, etc.) 142.95 ore > Dive Alert 
New Polartec Suite (Available in all colors) 139.95 | Combination Octopus Inflator System 114.95} Snorkel Vest 
Lycra Skins 49.95 | Tusa Knives 800, 840 Call | Scuba Tool 
Tusa Imprex boot - 5mm Call | Wenoka Comfort Z-Lock Knife 47.95) Wt. Belt w. Pockets 
Tusa Imprex Slippers 3mm Call | Wenoka Mini Z-lock Knife 32.95 | Suunto Compass SK6 
Neoprene Boots - 5mm w/Zipper 24.95 | Wenoka Micro Mini Knife 22.95} Ikelite Pro S Compass 
Neoprene Glove - 5mm w/Velcro 21.95 | Wenoka B.C Knife 22.95 | Sherwood Pressure Gauge 
Tusa Warm Water Glove Call | Scuba Back Pack (2 front pockets) 56.95 | Sherwood Dbl. Gauge 


Save A Dive Kit 


' Octopus w/Long Hose 49.95 | Duffle Bag Large 29.95 | Sherwood Cmpass Module 
B ibl l : Scuba Pro Octopus ci eH eat ee TATRA ri 
ns : Sherwood Oct. all | Regulator Bag : DIVE W. Kinetics a 
C respo eC, Cave gas : Sherwood Minimus et Snorkel Bag : thes sauTs Ikelite Call 
Tv Scuba Pro Air 2 all | Padded Console Cover Princeton Tect Call 
MUxiIng to the experts. : Seaquest Air Source Call _Wenoka Pro Exce/Wheels 124.95 
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2D ABOUT DIVING FROM THAT 


Unprepared, Faulty Rental Gear, Darkness and 
No Experience—a Recipe for Disaster! 


e started out in late afternoon, 

when the sun was bright and the 
waters of Two Harbors, Lake Superior, 
were glittering. But our group of five was 
unorganized. We talked, laughed and 
made unnecessary, time consuming 
trios back and forth to the gear shop, car, 
tents and lake. 

We were diving a shipwreck. I’d dived a 
wreck off Nags Head, North Carolina and, 
disappointed with the poor visibility and 
nauseating current, was anxious to try an- 
other wreck in clear, fresh, deep water. 

By the time we hit the water, the sun 
had set. Despite all our visits to the dive 
shop, two of us had problems with our 
weights. | didn’t have enough and re- 
peatedly surfaced. Marnie’s weights 
were too heavy. We women had never 
been on an unsupervised dive before 
and, although several of our group were 
very experienced divers, we somehow 
ended up as dive buddies. Marnie didn’t 
feel ready. Wisely, she decided to sit out 
the dive. | transferred the weights from 
her hips to mine in the dark, in the water, 
as waves smashed us against the rocks. 
When I'd finished, my forearms were so 
fatigued they trembled. 

Abandoning Marnie to find her own 
way ashore, | paddled into the darkness, 
determined to dive. On reaching the site 
where the others were descending | was 
quite out of breath so | rested for a mo- 
ment. | needed to recover from the rock 
battering I’d received and the subse- 
quent swim out. 

| tried, once again, to descend with the 
others but, even with all the extra weight, 
| was still overly buoyant. Someone 
called out, asking if | was going to follow. 
“| can't get down,” | shouted back. “Go 
ahead. I’ll catch up.” | watched the un- 
derwater lights penetrate the inky black- 
ness. Then, the lights faded. 

It finally dawned on me |’d neglected to 
bring a dive light. The weather was deteri- 
orating quickly. My rented facemask fit 
poorly and, with a crushing wave, rode 
down over my mouth knocking out my 
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BY TERRY COX-JOSEPH 


regulator and dug Into my throat. The 
waves rocked me like so much flotsam 
and were wearing me out. | was blind in 
the dark. My predicament was worsening. 

After replacing my mask and regulator, 
| noticed everyone else was on shore. | 
could see their bodies silhouetted against 
flashlights. How had they known to sur- 
face, how had they made it safely to shore 
so quickly? | must have been struggling in 
the water much longer than | thought. 
Suddenly, another violent wave crashed 





over me, again wrenching my regulator 
out of my mouth. My mask covered my 
mouth like the hand of a kidnapper. 

| recalled an illustration in my dive 
book indicating proper float position: 
waterline at eye level. This waterline was 
at nose level—never mind the waves. | 
hit my BC. Nothing. 

As | took a breath to inflate my BC 
manually, a wave exploded into my 
lungs. A coughing spasm stole my last 
ounce of energy. Neck arched backward 
in an attempt to inhale above the waves, | 
retrieved my dangling regulator. One 
breath. Try the BC—I just couldn’t man- 
age it in the rough surf. 

Tossing aside my regulator, | began to 
swim to shore in a flailing panic. | pad- 
dled for several minutes. The lights on 
shore were getting dimmer, the silhou- 
ettes smaller. The waves were inexplica- 
bly pushing me back. “Help!” | yelled. 


“Help!” | screamed. 

|ranamental checklist. Stay calm. 
Breathe. Check the BC. Inflate manually. 
Drop your weights. Swim to shore. 
Failure on all counts. 

Reason sank beneath the waves. 
Most obviously, | could have used the 
COs, cartridge—but | didn’t even know | 
had one. Shame on me. 

With what | was certain was my last 
breath of air, | threw back my head and 
screamed again. “If | can do that,” | 
thought, “why can’t | inflate the vest?” I'd 
completely forgotten about my regulator. 
| saw newspaper headlines: “Twin Cities 
Woman Drowns in Lake Superior.” 
“Shipwreck Claims Another Life.” 

Then | heard a voice in the blackness, 
inches from my ear. It was Tim, the most 
experienced of our group. “Don’t do any- 
thing,” he said as he pulled me in. “Just let 
me do the work.” | relaxed as he pulled 
me through the torrid surf to safety. 

Safely on shore, | contemplated the 
catalogue of mistakes |’d made that 
nearly cost me my life. 

| will always use the buddy system. It’s 
better to take away just one buddy’s dive 
time than the entire group’s. Also, never 
exceed your skill level—two unprepared, 
inexperienced divers on a night dive in 
rough conditions (or any dive, for that 
matter) are a recipe for disaster. 

Plan your dive and dive your plan. Don’t 
fight the weather or lack of daylight. Get 
organized first; there’s always tomorrow. 

Know your equipment. Make sure it 
fits. Don’t dive unless you’re comfort- 
able. And, always make sure your gear is 
functioning properly—before your dive! 

Use multiple lights on a night dive; al- 
ways have a back-up. 

| traded in my equipment the next 
morning. The new gear fit perfectly. The 
sun was shining. The water was crystal 
clear. I'd had a good night’s sleep. | was 
with anew, experienced and safety 
conscious dive buddy. And below me, 
in the icy waters of Lake Superior, | saw 
my shipwreck. = 
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The time has 
come for a new gen- 
eration of dive computer. 


EON. Revolutionary compact, 


air-integrated dive computer that 

accurately chronicles vital statistics of up 

to 25 hours of diving time. The phosphorescent 

LCD screen-excellent for night diving-displays 

valuable information from 45 functions. EON also fea- 

tures an audible alarm system to warn you about low tank 

pressure, excessive ascent rate or depth and potential decom- 
pression situations. 


EON comes equipped with a built-in dive simulator for use before 
f \ "y , \ A and between dives to simulate the next dive’s no decompression 
: : limits. The EON dive time memory is divided into three different 
formats: logbook, profile, and history. And with available software 
EON can be interfaced with your personal computer to keep a 
detailed logbook of your dive profiles. 


It’s been a long time coming, but perfection has definitely arrived. 
EON. The ultimate in dive computer technology. 





Sea Quest, Inc., 2151 Las Palmas Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92009 619.438.1101 
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